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FOREWORD 


The  programme  of  the  Young  Communist  International,  now 
published  after  its  approval  by  the  Presidium  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Communist  International,  is  the  most 
important  document  of  the  international  proletarian  youth 
movement.  It  has  generalised,  compiled,  and  harmoniously 
arranged,  all  that  has  been  created  in  the  theory  of  the  prole- 
tarian youth  movement  in  the  course  of  decades  of  struggle 
and  cllort.  The  theory  of  our  youth  movement  is  laid  down  in 
the  Programme  of  the  Young  Communist  International  from 
ice  viewpoint  of  the  epoch  of  work!  revolution.  The  many 
years  of  struggle  by  the  vanguard  of  the  proletarian  youth, 
uas  been  given  a sound  foundation,  and  the  struggle  of  the 
toiling  youth  for  their  demands  have  been  linked  up  with  the 
general  struggle  of  the  Communist  International  for  tiie  world 
revolution.  In  this  sense  the  Programme  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist International  is  the  programme  of  the  revolutionary 

>-*u:h  in  the  struggle  for  the  proletarian  dictatorship  through- 
out the  world. 


- * J*c  programme  of  the  Young  Communist  International 

is  a mlliant  example  of  the  combination  of  Communist  theory 
anq  practice.  The  theoretical  basis  for  it  is  drawn  mainly 
j*oin  the  following  : Marx’s  statements  concerning  juvenile 
t orir^c  rcs°lutious  of  the  Stuttgart  Inauguration  Congress 
or  the  Youth  International  (1907),  Liebknecht's  speech  at  that 
„nn®rcss*,  militarism  and  anti-militarism,  the  draft 
declaration  of  principles”  of  the  Youth  International  (1916), 
denui  s article  of  the  same  year  concerning  the  youth,  the 
emu  programme  of  the  Young  Communist  International 
1*919),  Lenin’s  speech  at  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Young 
communist  League  of  the  Soviet  I'nion,  and,  of  course,  the 

^gramme  of  the  Communist  International  adopted  by  the 
oixth  World  Congress.  But  the  Young  Communist  Inter- 
national has  not  confined  itself  merely  to  the  systematic 
arrangement  of  this  theoretical  heritage.  It  enriched  this 
with  a wealth  of  experience  accumulated  during  the  revo- 
mtion.  experience  which  the  Young  Socialist  movement  before 
the  war  could  not  have.  Participation  of  the  youth  in  an  armed 
struggle,  the  direct  struggle  for  the  establishment  of  a prole- 
tarian dictatorship,  the  struggle  in  the  colonies  and  semi- 
colonies,  "underground”  work,  struggle  against  Fascism  and 
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Programme  of  the  Y.C  I 

prol et a r ia n^i^torshi p .90m®  ua  *st  w«k  under  tk 

Sod*Uatt-^b  «k2S  !v  part,clPat,0°  in  the  building* 
by  the  Yotmrr  fw  * ^pcncncc  m revolutionary  predict 
£,  movement,  has  been  samJSk 

TuS  the  Yo"nS  Communist  International. 

stan,|.'  c \ !d5as.rnn  through  the  programme,  an  under- 
standing  of  which  gives  the  key  to  the  Young  Communist 

movements  ant!  its  principles.  The  first  is  that  of  the 
role  of  the  youth  in  contemporary  society;  the  second  is  that 
°i  ^ie  *®Ic  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  the  class 
struggle,  and  in  the  revolutionary  organisations  arising  from 
this  struggle. 

How  tlo  the  bourgeoisie  and  Social-Democracy  estimate 
the  role  of  the  youth  ? The  bourgeoisie  and  its  Social-Demo 
erntic  hangers-on,  always  speak  of  the  youth  in  genera!,  failing 
to  sec  there  is  youth  and  youth  ; the  youth  of  the  ruling  dass 
living  on  the  fruits  of  exploitation,  and  trained  as  future 
exploiters,  and  the  exploited  youth,  which,  from  carh  >ears, 
is  engaged  in  intensive  and  painful  labour. 

The  bourgeoisie  and  the  Social-Democrats  use 
phrases  a!x*ut  the  youth,  as  a means  of  deflecting  t,cm,  . 

clas  ruggle,  to  prevent  the  growth  of  thetr  class  p 

to  make  them  obedient  to  exploitation.  , . . Icarj 

The  Young  Communist  International  resolute 

apart  this  network  in  which  the  toiling  YOU  f 

entangled  It  is  one  of  its  chief ; hum*  £ open  «««  <£»£* 
youth  to  its  true  position  in  modem  soeie  y.  alJ(j 

therefore,  contains  a thorough  analysis  o v0Uth,  their 

political  position  of  the  various  scions  of  I* 

role  in  industry,  in  social  life,  an<J.  in  important  part  of 

shows  that  the  young  workers  coiistitu i c * « art  of  the 


shows  that  tnc  young  - , , . -t1i  ni 

the  working  class  ; their  struggle,  *'  JI  . . education.  »* 

eho  struggle,  is  the  chief  o.cn»f oftheir ;cte rt 


' . c il1(1 

leaders  of  all  other  sections  of  the  o 
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'(‘he  revolutionary  youth  need  not  do  ^ iv/|flin  else  can  ft 
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sniggle,  and  thoroughly  exposes  the  hypocrisy  of  the  bour- 
geois, Social-Democratic,  and  similar  theories  taught  to  the 


The  explanation  of  the  class  position  of  the  youth  in 
modern  society,  is  the  chief  point  in  the  programme.  On  tills 
basis  the  programme  defines  the  role  and  objects  of  the  Young 
Communist  League. 

J hat  there  is  a fundamental  difference  between  us  and  our 
opponents  in  the  conception  of  youth  organisations,  is  clear 
from  the  difference  in  attitude  towards  the  youth  in  general 
life.  ( >ur  opponents  understand  very  well  the  role  of  the  Young 
Communist  League,  and  fight  against  it  with  all  the  means  at 
the ir  disposal.  In  our  own  ranks,  however,  there  has  been  con- 
^dcrable  changes  in  our  conception  of  the  role  of  the  League, 
ms  is  ck-  ir  when  we  recall  the  formula  lion  of  the  role  of  the 
league,  as  contained  in  the  Berlin  Programme  of  the  Young 
U>mmunist  International  (1919).  In  that  programme,  the  role 
ascribed  to  the  youth  is  that  of  being  the  vanguard  of  the  revo- 


nary  movement,  and  the  relations  between  the  Young 
ommuuist  League  and  the  Communist  Party  were  character- 
t*C<  *is  “*a\  OJ  two  equal  independent  and  amicable  organ j&i- 
ns,  ti  p j'int  4 of  the  Berlin  programme  we  read  : ‘'The  work- 
g >^uth  i . the  711  ost  active  and  revolutionary  section  of  the 

*i'Tb  Tiat **!  ^#rom  this  the  conclusion  is  drawn  in  point  5 that  , 
nc  organisational  relationship  with  the  party  is  determined 
/A  x * pnniciples ; (1)  independence  of  the  youth*  :md 

<2)  clasc  contact  and  mutual  aid.” 

. | be  relations  between  the  Communist  International  and 

e.  ®un8  Communist  international  were  defined  in  point  i : 
“ ,<?1,0ws  : "The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Youni;  Com- 
Tx”  a1  In*crnational  is  organisationally  connected  with  the 
‘r>mi  International,  and  works  in  close  harmony  with  st.” 
**wn,  there  is  nothing  of  leadership  and  subordination,  but 
Merely  organisational  contact  and  co-operation. 

Ihcse  principles  of  the  Berlin  Programme,  fully 
^Pressed  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  Communist  move- 
ment of  that  time  The  Yming  Communist  organisations  m 
ir  not  in  most  countries,  really  played  the  role  of  a van- 
^rd,  the  roi,.  of  pioneers  in  the  Communist  movement 
^cy  organised  the  Communist  Parties,  and  from  their  ranks 
canie  the  first  Communist  group**  Such  a Mate  of  after*  coaid 
not  htu  affect  the  idea*  «ud  general  portion  of  the  \ ouog 
Communist  movement  of  the  period, 


iVtfjfrd n mi tf  0f  (/)<t  YX'J. 

fcjSeJwaa  ssaasyscs 

a 1 IH^*40I>  was  historically  inevitable,  at  the  period  when 
lt"  youth  organisations  in  a number  of  countries 

were  be  lug  formed  in  a fierce  struggle  against  the  old  oppor* 

iitttst  parties,  ami  when  they  had  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
the  Communist  movement.  But  now  that  the  movement  has 
developed  all  over  the  world,  now  that  it  has  matured,  and 
given  rise  to  Communist  parties,  the  true  leaders  of  the  rev*>- 
1 hi  ionary  struggle;  the  relations  between  the  Young  Comma- 
— t L .iguo  and  the  Communist  Parties,  and  consequently  the 
role  and  position  of  the  Young  Communist  League  in  the 
system  oi  revolutionary  organisations,  could  not  but  g° 
through  a thorough  revision. 

I he  Second  Congress  of  the  Young  Communist  U 
national,  adopted,  after  a long  struggle  at  the  congress,  u^:di 
wan  later  curried  on  in  the  Leagues,  the  principle  of  the 
political  subordination  of  Young  Communist  Leagues  to  the 
Communist  Parties.  At  that  time  (1921)  such  a decision 
^]q*eare  i to  Ik:  absolutely  necessary,  although,  it  *v,t 
great  re  distance  from  the  then  leaders  of  the  Young  Comma- 
nist  organisations,  who  were  still  completely  swayed  by  t te,t 
vanguard* * ideology  But  practice  has  shown  that  the 
illation  of  the  Second  Congress  was  inadequate*  Actw  -5 
the  relations  between  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  an_ 
Communist  Parties  became  much  closer  than  the  form ula  (t* 
"political  subordination"  implied,  the  Communist  Paring 
generally  became  the  leaders  of  the  young  Communis 


generally  became  the  leaders  of  the  young  Commun 
Leagues. 

\\  bat.,  after  all,  docs  ” political  subordination  " inip1> 
Is  it  not  clear  to  u*  Communists,  that,  strictly  spMkuji 
r*  “'y  c,‘nnrtt  divorced  from  organisation,  nor  organise u;'11 
from  policy?  Does  not  political  leadership  also  include 
a, iic  of  the  general  activity  of  the  organisation?  In  fact, 

»s  exactly  what  has  happened.  The  Communist  Parties  lead 
, c \°Vn,:  Communist  League  in  nil  their  work,  this  leader* 
sup  takes  two  forms;  observation  on  the  part  of  the  party 
committees,  as  t..  the  work  of  the  corresponding  Young  Com* 
lumst  ordain  silt  i 011.  (reciprocal  representation,  reports  oil 

&7‘c  *ork  io.th%  P*rty,  etc.);  Communists*  working  in 
oung  Communist  league*.  Such  are  the  relations  between 


1*0 1 «’  W&fti 


, i>nriu«  0,1(1  the  Young  Communist  leagues, 

the  koiumuntst  Panic  , , .l  young  Communist 

as  laid  down  to  the  new  programme  ot  the  xoi  g 

lUl*  nstbiUty  of  the  Party  for  the  leadership  of  the 

Young  Communist  League  docs  not  interfere  with  tljcorP 
rational  independence  of  the  leagues.  1 hey  have si « 
autonomous  organisations, elected  bodies  wide  democracy  and 
their  own  inteLl  questions.  This  is 

a maximum  development  of  initiative  and  Communist  training 

of  the  League  members.  .1.,. 

The  relations  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  to  t v 

Communist  Parties,  are  bound  up  with  the  ^sition  ofthe 
Leagues  in  the  revolutionary  movement.  - ‘ 

settled  in  the  programme  in  full  harmony  with  e 
it  gives  of  the  role  of  the  youth  in  modern  society,  i n 
denying  the  valuable  tjualitics  of  the  proletarian  jo  » 

recognise  that  the  leadership  must  be  ,n  lke  . -ration 
Communist  Parties,  Le,  it  must  belong  to  the  <■  * cr  1 c „ **. 
of  revolutionaries.  \Yc  must  realise  that  we  ©US  . 

business  of  revolution  in  the  daily  straggle  for  ™ 

aims,  under  the  leadership  of  this  older  * rmtmnff 

can  be  no  antagonism  between  the  Commute  _ » _][ 

We  hive  m.  problem  of  "youth"  and  "oko".  ndi  ■» 

those  imbued  with  bourgeois  ideology.  Communist 

The  question  as  to  the  role  or  tbe  > h * tu 
League  is  not  exhausted  by  solving  then  re  ' . jj 

Communist  Partv,  although  it  is  largely  .u-  Young 

Thrrc  i,  .b.  the  problem  oi  the  „ ?„1, 

communists  and  the  mass  of  young  w®  * 

411  °f  th«LwU'  ■ St  the  Young  Communist 

The  Programme  establishes  in  „ . masS  political 

League  is  a “School  of  Costtmuntam  ‘ ^etarijtIJ  youth.  In 

Organisation  of  the  urban  and  car  P ^ . 

analysing  this  formula,  the  pate in  •‘politics”. 


anaivsilic  ims  jornuua,  ««  r - ^^nioalc  n "politics  * 
. W ft  i. OMontiul  that  features  of 

I.c.  the  class  struggle,  for  th'*  . League,  in  fulfilling 

their  Communist  training-  **1  .l  ; foi  the  m isvs  of  youth, 
its  task  as  a “School  of  ti anj  the  vanguard  of  the 

is  a militant  political  organ'  . M wms  held  formerly), 

toiling  youth,  («nd  League,  as  ° proletarian 

(h)  The  Young  . leading  role 

organisation,  s««r«  | * tim(.  (to  a wider  extent  than 

in  its  ranks,  and  at 


P*»£fuwm  of  the  Y.CJ. 

^Ottiitmnist  p.rt 

an  ^ucational  ^ ,hc  Yo“*>g  Com 


£"1*  » 


I®)  As  the  vanmird’  7f .i?  . scct,0M°f  He  yonn' 

itrst  of  all  includes  all  their  at  C ' "7  n workers  He  Leasee 
*>m  is  not  confined  to  it,,.  revolutionary  tltmcca, 

rank5t  the  broad  masses  o^thl't  a'm  ?l  drawio*  into 

to  fulfil  its  task  f f , t,3e  l°lhag  youth,  so  as  to  be  able 

relations  StSwi  ^e  Y Hcnce  the 

cannot  h*.  . i , a,jd  the  mass  of  young  toilers 

•«0I.  - . ■ relations  between  .1  narrow  vanguard,  a a 

°n  U f thci!  sdect»"  and  tl>e  broad  masses.  Tee 
SJJ®®8  1US  tJhcms.cIve5  *n  the  Y.C.L.,  and  receive  their 
o j s*  education  under  the  leadership  of  the  more 

a.iticed  elements,  particularly  under  the  leadership  of  Par: . 
members  working  jn  the  League. 

(il)  I he  fact  that  the  Y.C.L.  is  a mass  organisation  doe* 
not  int'oii  there  is  no  need  for  other  mass  organisations  of 
young  workers  (trade  union,  educational,  military,  etc). 
Such  organisations  are  ccccssary. 

Jit  the  class  struggle  they  play  a subordinate  role  to  thtf 
\ OUHJL3  Coin  munis  t I^ntriue  triVtfur  t tt'if?pr  in  theif 


\*  _ _ ” “*v.  r*“«F  **  — — - 

ounfi  Communist  Leagues,  jjivinj^  them  wider  scope  in  tae:r 
contact  with  the  young  workers,  than  is  possible  through  the 
League  direct.  The  Y.C.L  must  seek  to  lead  these  organ- 
t matrons,  and  to  draw  their  members  into  its  own  ranks. 

(e)  In  the  present  period  the  struggle  of  the  young 
\\  <>r k c t s , and  the  toiling'  vouth  in  general*  must  have  a uni' 
t at  interuutional  leadership,  united  on  an  international  scale, 

I he  Voting  Communist  Leagues  therefore  are  organised  111 
OIlc  world  League  -tlie  Voting  Communist  lutcnmtion'j 
1 reflect  the  programme  of  the  Y.C.L,  which  is  simuhancously 

♦ tie,  Wm.  . # * I*  ■ » 1 ..  * A,, 


He 


^ m u w v m l V M.  * - JL  * p “ ” 

flic  programme  of  each  of  its  national  sections,  is  of  an  intcr- 
nationai  character,  This  programme,  for  the  first  time 
l 1h  history  < \ the  proletarian  youth  movement Jias  compiled 
ail  their  experience,  and  given  an  outline  of  work  for 
V omig  Communist  Leagues  under  the  most  varied  cfrcuni* 
stances  in  the  capitalist  countries,  colonies,  semi-colonics  and 
countries  where  the  proletariat  is  already  in  power. 

£viicfl  *■  - * » » ^ • - - - — * 


i < t j uk"(  i j i i is  HiTCdov  in  power. 

Such  arc  the  constituent  parts  of  the  Y.C.L  statement  com 
cerningr  the  functions  of  the  Y.t\L*  That  is  how  the  program 
of  the  Y.C.L  defi ties  the  role  of  the  Young  Communists,  and 
youth  in  pencraf,  in  the  present  period.  Briefly  it  can  be  stmi- 


r\ 


. / 


Forward  13 

ma  vised  as  follows  : There  is  no  uniform  ' 'youth M — the  youth 
ia  divided  into  classes,  just  as  the  whole  of  modern  society, 
The  task  of  the  Young  Communist  League*  is  to  draw  the 
young  workers  into  the  struggle  for  the  world  revolution,  and* 
under  their  leadership,  to  attract  all  other  sections  of  the 
young  toilers,  training  them,  iri  the  course  of  the  struggle,  in 
the  Communist  spirit.  The  Communist  Parties  guide  the  work 
of  the  \ X.L;,  and  the  Comintern  leads  the  Y.C.L,  which 
is  an  international  Young  Communist  League. 

Such  are  the  fundamental  ideas  of  our  programme  con- 
ccmmg  the  role  and  objects  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues, 
o understand  and  assimilate  them,  means  to  understand  the 
essence  ol  our  movement  and  to  have  the  key  to  an  under- 
s aih  mg  of  all  its  problems.  AI!  other  problems  of  the  pro- 
g?ammef  (of  course  wc  do  not  mean  the  general  problems  laid 

sP'r*1  programme  of  the  Comintern  which 

imr*  LU  C tilCijf  sl.s  of  ^ whole  programme)  , ire  of  secondary 
mnnHi1IUC;  ♦ -ejr  solution  follows  directly  from  the  funda* 

mt*  flwwS^r011  ?lven  m programme  of  the  Y.C.L  concern* 
Vrj;.,v  ''O  main  problems— the  problem  of  ine  role  of  the 

fh  r l lC  r°iC  ^ **ie  ^ounK  Communist  League, 
b’llki-  1 \lfS  s*^:l  niay  seem  that  the  Programme  is  too 
deal  ^lct|  lt  ’s  50  «5ctcnsivc  that  one  cannot 

Pr#\rtT  1 *n  °ne  swecpJ,#  But  anyone  who  reads  the 
whirti  m*11?  n^lst  admit  that  it  does  not  contain  a single  point 
Tiie  1 nilkrnt  have  been  omitted  without  injury  to  the  whole, 
what  ^rcScn!^*Iot*.  scanty,  it  states  in  concentrated  form 
C mu^t  be  said  in  a basic  document  of  the  International 

all  t K 11  n * St  * y°n^  * mdvctnc  n t . If,  t he  1 *rog  ram  me  ■ s t w i t h 

rt*  still  so  voluminous,  this  is  due  to  the  enormous 
^ I*  °*  °ur  movement  which  now  extends  all  over  the 
4 * f t and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  general  strugj;!i’  of  the 
‘atoTMUonaj  proletariat. 

ihc  original  text  of  the  Programme  was  written  in 
*crnuir.  In  the  translation,  as  well  as  in  the  composition 
■ Me  original  text,  wc  endeavoured  first  of  all  to 
PH  serve  absolute  accuracy  of  formulation,  which  is 
necessary  in  such  nn  important  document.  At  the 
******  time,  in  as  much  as  it  is  a youth  pro- 
it  was  necessary  to  endeavour  to  present  it  in  tlu- 
I,,os*  popular  form.  If.  however,  some  points  are  formulated 
1,1  heavy  style,  that  is  due  to  the  difficulty  of  solution  of  this 
*W0. fold  task. 


Pro 


urammc  oj  //(t.  Y.C.I. 


I he  programme  of  the  V C t t . . 

2?*r*  ^p^^X^°sy : 

nswer,  and  that  is,  the  Programme  must  be  studied  is 
i s entirety,  so  as  to  have  a correct  understanding  of  the 
essence  of  the  \oung  Communist  Movement.  Dut  in  as  mud 
a study  of  the  Programme  calls  for  attentive  and  diHgeat 
work,  and  since  this  study  will  constitute  a considerable  part 
of  the  political  education  in  all  Young  Communist  organis- 
ations. suggestions  should  be  given  a**  to  how  to  study  the 
Programme.  It  is  not  so  much  a question  of  the  method 
of  instruction,  on  this  point  our  organisations  have  Mitr.cie"*' 
experience.  It  is  chiefly  a question  of  pointing  out  the  main 
points  in  the  Programme,  of  finding  the  fundamental 
iu  it,  and  of  antlerstanding  the  inter-connection  of  its  van 
parts. 

A whole  series  of  books  would  be  required,  in  ort^L‘r  ^ 
elaborate  every  aspect  of  the  Programme.  Steps  ®u» 
taken  immediately  to  solve  this  problem,  A considers 
part  of  the  work  will,  of  course,  fall  to  the  lot  of  t f*’. 
V . C.  I.  But  extensive  theoretii  il  work  will  have  to  be 
each  League , in  order  to  “assimilate  the  Programme . 


**  , ait  viuvi  10  

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Young  Comimini^t  to 
assimilate  the  Prograrame  of  the  Y.CJ  * anc^  .,'vitv 


this  sharp  and  splendid  weapon  in  his  Communis 

among  the  masses  of  young  workers. 

ExKCUTIVE  CoMMlTTKi:  OK  Tltt. 

Young  Communist  Intbk nation^* 


Mosr  nv,  Ma\\  19,59. 


The  Programme  of  the  Young 
Communist  International 

(AtiopfaJ  by  the  Fifth  WorM  Congress  of  the  Y*C*I, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Presidium  of  the  E,C<C,I.  on 

M arch  13th , 1929) 

CHMaPITALISM  has  drawn  a large  proportion  of  the 
children  and  youth  of  the  working  class  into  the  process 
~ of  production,  subjecting  them  to  relentless  exploitation. 
Of  all  the  sections  of  the  working  class,  the  young  workers 
under  capitalism  are  subjected  to  the  greatest  exploitation. 
Capitalism,  in  its  imperialist  stage  of  development,  has 
increased  the  pressure  upon  the  young  workers;  but  it  has 
also  created  the  conditions  for  the  development  of  the  fighting 
spirit  and  proletarian  class-consciousness  of  the  young 
workers,  and  demonstrated  the  need  for  unity. 

The  first  proletarian  youth  leagues  which  were  formed 
at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  imperialism  towards  the  end  of 
the  nineteenth  and  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century,  were 
organised  under  the  slogans  of  the  struggle  against  militar- 
ism, the  championship  of  the  economic  interests  of  the  work- 
ing  youth  and  the  socialist  education  of  their  membership* 
Reformism,  as  its  influence  grew  in  the  labour  movement, 
also  tried  to  influence  the  proletarian  youth,  its  policy  being 
to  keep  the  youth  away  from  all  struggles  and  to  transform 
their  organisations  into  purely  cultural  organisations.  It  was 
difficult,  however,  to  restrain  the  revolutionary  energy  of  the 
youth,  and  already  before  the  world  war,  the  MKiahst  \outh 
organisations  constituted  a support  of  the  revolutionary  left- 
wing  in  the  labour  movement* 

The  fight  against  capitalism  creates  the  necessity  for 
international  activity  and  organisation  on  the  part  of 
working  class,  regardless  of  State  boundaries.  Soon  the 
revolutionary  proletarian  youth , tw,  realised  that  its  struggle 
could  not  Ik  successful  unless  conducted  on  an  international 
scale.  In  spite  of  the  resistance  of  the  reformist  elements 
of  the  social-democracy,  it  formed  its  Youth  International, 
under  the  guidance  of  one  of  the  best  champions  of  the  inter- 
national proletariat — Ka>l  LiVM. itrr/if. 


in  the  “International  As.mviation  ^ 

isations.”  \t  :t<  ;n  ' . n °f  Socialist  Youth  Orjtat. 

Principles  of  the  ^n*rcss  a*  Stottjpirt,  tk* 

in  the  tnJr  r proletarian  youth  movement  were  laid  doto 

war  ?K  fi  ?V°  Ut-,0nn,ry  M;,rxism  I^rirR  the 

period  the  International  Association  of  Socialist  Y<*5 
Urgant  sat  tons  performed  great  service  to  the  socialist  move- 
ill  u mmzig  and  training  the  young  workers  for  socnliit 
s ruggle,  and  especially  in  combatting  militarism. 

1 he  imperialist  world  war,  and  the  epoch  of  world  rm- 
lution  which  followed  in  its  wake,  had  a tremendous  effect 
upon  the  youth,  in  town  and  village.  Millions  of  youth  slave* 
m the  colonies  were  roused  from  their  deep  slumber  and 
drawn  into  the  revolt!  lion  ary  fighting  front.  The  young 
workers  who,  in  the  flames  of  war  and  world  revolution, 
had  been  draw  into  the  political  struggle,  rallied  to  the  banrer 
of  Communism. 

While  in  the  imperialist  war  of  1914 -iS  practically 
the  social-democratic  parties  went  over  to  the  side  ir.? 
liourgeoisie,  most  of  the  proletarian  youth  organisations  anf 
the  Youth  International  remained  true  to  the  principles  & 
the  revolutionary  class  struggle*  The  banner  of  fCVOluu  » 
disgraced  and  betrayed  by  the  parties  of  the  Second 
national,  was  held  aloft  again  by  the  proletarian  >®_  ■ 
jointly  with  the  Hnlshcviks.  Even  where  the  official  e0  * 1 
ship  of  the  youth  leagues  followed  the  treacherous  ^ ^ 

democracy,  powerful  opposition  groups  were  forme  _ 
the  purifying  flames  of  the  imperialist  war,  the  Pr^  * . 

youth  movement  freed  itself  more  and  mote  from  ^ 5 . * 
ncs  and  fought  its  way  towards  a truly  Bolshevik  po> 
Since  the  working  class  in  most  countries  had  no  rev o tt  if  * 
party,  the  youth  organisations  conducted  an  indepc  , 
political  struggle  against  the  imperialist  war,  uganu* 
bourgeoisie  and  its  sovia  1-democrat ic  agents,  thus  to  a 
extent  preparing  the  ground  for  the  formation  of  tc\o  11 
mry  proletarian  parties.  t r;  . 

The  establishment  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  pfoic  _ 
in  Russia  and  the  formation  of  the  Soviet  Union  S3'  „ 

tremendous  impulse  to  the  revolutionary  youth  tnovemen 
over  the  world* 

The  Youth  International,  which  held  high  the  h?Jlncr  f* 
revolution  during  the  war,  was  one  of  the  first  to  flfnlly  to 
the  Cuntiuuniit  J ritcnutional.  It  became  the  Young^Com- 
muni:t  International,  and  mil  Hons  of  yon  tig  workers  in  fhe 
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capitalist  countries,  in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  in  the  colonies, 
are  fighting  today  under  its  banner  and  for  its  slogans. 

The  Y.C.L  is  the  true  heir  of  the  Youth  International 
founded  at  Stuttgart*  It  owes  its  existence  to  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  young  proletarian  militants  in  all  countries  who 
fought  for  revolution  amidst  the  horrors  of  the  world  war, 
and  who  by  persistent  work  built  up  the  Youth  International 
in  defiance  of  all  traitors*  The  Y.C.L  embodies  the  heroic 
struggle  of  the  young  fighters  who  sacrificed  life  and  liberty 
in  the  battles  of  the  revolution,  in  the  struggle  against  militar- 
ism and  white  terror,  in  serving  the  great  cause  of  their 
class*  The  Y.C.L  organises  and  leads  the  struggle  of  the 
working  and  poor  peasant  youth  of  all  countries,  and  the 
toiling  youth  in  the  colonies,  against  capitalist  exploitation 
and  imperialist  oppression.  Under  the  banner  of  prole- 
tarian internationalism,  the  Y.C.L,  as  a real  world  organisa- 
tion of  the  working  youth,  work  and  fights  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Communist  International*  Its  great  task  is  to  win  the 
youth  for  the  Communist  International*  For  the  movement 
which  lias  the  young  workers  behind  it  is  indestructible,  to 
it  belongs  the  future  and  victory. 

In  its  programme  the  Y.C.L  expounds  its  views,  prin- 
ciples and  aims* 

The  Y.C.L  is  a section  of  the  Communist  International 
working  upon  the  basis  of  the  programme  and  the  statutes  of 
the  C.L  On  this  basis  the  Y.C.L  has  drawn  up  its  own 
programme , which  lays  down  its  own  specific  tas^s  within 
the  struggle  of  the  C.I.  for  Communism. 


I he  Kpoch  of  Imperialism,  Wars  anti  World  Revolution* 

Capitalism,  which,  at  the  present  time  oppresses  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  mankind,  arose  on  the  basts  of 
private  ownership  and  the  developing  production  of  com- 
modities. Capitalist  society  is  characterised  by  the  fact  that 
in  it  the  capita  list  class  and  the  big  landowners  have  the 
monopoly  of  the  most  important  and  decisive  means  of  pro- 
^ttctioa/  and  that  they  exploit  the  class  of  wage  workers 
(proletarians!  who  are  deprived  of  all  means  of  production 
and  are  compelled  therefore  to  sell  their  labour  power.  Pro- 
duction for  profit,  and  competition  between  the  capitalists 
lead  to  anarchy  and  a lack  of  system  in  production.  Capitalist 
society  like  Vnv  other  society  which  rests  on  private  owner- 
ship  and  exploitation,  is  divided  into  classes,  of  which  two, 
the  proletariat  and  the  bourgeoisie,  are  the  fundamental  ones. 


'<X»uim»r  0j  fkc  Y (.  f 


I*  f®ntiiiuous  »trui>t>Ic  l’i«<  An  » 

Hum  i r reconcilable  difference^*1  * T?  thcm  M 1 **■&  of 
economy  domination  eXc.viscd  bv  il ! “ ?S*“Utioa 
^urccoisie)  finds  uolitiV  .i  ■ . caP>ta*'at  cUm  mJ 

Tk-  I...  . *a  l*ujii  k a I cxDressmt.  ,i.„  . „ 1Kt 


d*lTi 


Tcnces 


-;u.kco.sic)  finds  political  da"  (tk 

1 hf  State,  however  vJSS W*  bou™’»  State, 

ist  class  for  mamtab JiS?E  f C,Icf  of  thc.  ndin* 

Suppressing  the  worWri^  , SJ  {>°^er  exploitation  and  for 
themselves  U * a"d  lo,lcrs’  who  9trivc  »•  liberate 

everJ^rJ^C,OPment  °f  "P**^*®  has  brought  about  an 
onj  , f ' '***,  l<,,l^ciitratioii  and  centralisation  of  capital, 

„n,  or ruation  of  huge  capitalist  alliances  (cartels,  svndi- 

~r  ' , . wil,c®  monopolise  whole  industries  and  branches 

o j>rt*c  Lution,  I utlustrinl  capital  fuses  with  bank  capital  into 
iinaiicml  capital,  which  becomes  the  ruling  form  of  capitalist 
economy,  Httis,  beginning  with  the  twentieth  century#  the 
r eh  of  the  domination  of  industrial  capital  of  which 
com  petit  ion*  * was  the  predominant  feature,  is  converted  into 
the  lut  stay*  of  capitalism,  imperialism#  characterised  by 
tlic  monopolistic  power  of  financial  capital.  Instead  of 
export  of  goods#  which  was  one  of  the  dominant  features  of 
industrial  capitalism,  under  imperialism  the  export  of  capital 
is  the  dominant  feature,  and  this  is  closely  connected  with 
the  intensified  struggle  between,  various  capitalist  groups  for 
sources  of  cheap  raw  materials,  markets  of  sale#  and  spheres 
bo  the  investment  of  capital.  Already  during  the  Prc; 
imperialist  stage  of  development#  the  capitalist  States  I»d 
both  poetically  and  economically  divided  the  greater  part  of 
the  earth  into  colonies,  semi-colonies#  and  spheres  of  inflw- 
« nee,  In  the  imperialist  stage  of  development#  this  division 
of  the  world  causes  struggles  to  arise  for  a new  division- 

The  different  natiomil  capitalist  groups  use  their  Sute 
power  in  a bitter  light  for  a new  division  and  subjugation  of 
thc  world*  for  colonics#  for  markets,  for  spheres  of  capital 
investments,  for  sources  of  raw  materials  and  fuel,  1 his 
< ^minimus  struggle  inevitably  leads  to  armed  conflicts  and 
imperialist  wars,  which  develop  into  world  wars. 

Under  imperialism  the  capitalist  system  reaches  its  highest 
stage  of  development-  ImperiiiJism  tremendously  increases 
t hr  productive  forces  of  world  economy  and  thereby  brings 
th<  whole  world  wit  Jim  it-  influence,  Hut  at  flic  same  lime 
imperialism  allows  features  of  parasitic  decline,  of  the  rot 
and  decay  of  capitalism;  imperialism  greatly  sharpens  the 
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inner  contradiction*  find  conflicts  of  capitalism  and  thus  lead* 
muroidahly  to  thc  downfall  of  the  whole  capitalist  system. 

Hnancc  capital#  which  is  continually  acquiring  new 
monopolies  in  all  spheres,  restricts  and  retards  h this  very 
reason,  the  higher  development  of  the  productive  forces 
within  thc  framework  of  capitalist  society.  Fewer  is  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  a few  financial  magnates  who  live  like  para- 
?*.***  on  the  Ixxly  of  society.  Imperialism  accentuates  to  thc 
highest  degree#  the  contradictions  between  thc  exploiters  and 
the  exploited#  between  the  imperialist  States  and  thc  colonies# 

an  V*iK  Ca  3flto  oppressor  and  oppressed  nations. 

**  these  conflicts  and  contradict  inns  lead  to  world  revolu- 

i rati  An  produces  such  a highly  developed  cone en- 

22^;  ihe  mean»  of  production#  such  a socialisation  of 

tioni  3 f£rcJwt.h  of  thc  working  class  and  its  organiflftr 

ia.ircvolut,onary  spirit  among  wide  sections  of  ex- 

officialism  1 Creales  hereby  all  prerequisites  for  thc  victory 


rnrtk'  #%ti  ^^ftjncntal  revolutionary  tendency,  however#  is 
Prolei  - .C I ^ through  the  corruption  of  some  jiortions  of  the 

Y * lc  tmperialist  bourgeoisie  and,  in  colonial  and 


1 -4  7 im  wyiwiimi  aim 

■ ..  \ "S!nl  M'‘  ‘ thnmgJi  the  treachery  of  the  native 

mice,.  tvaT  revolutionary  movements  of  the 


imnriifiV?  *lc  suPremftcy  of  the  bourgeoisie  of  the  great 

P°K?cr&  ant*  fheir  exploitation  of  colonies  and 


utiIi«A  yields  them  extra  ("super")  profits#  which  they 

*u  ord*r  ,,K!rcnsc  the  wages  of  a section  of  "their*’  workers# 
jsni  * , n,3*ltcrcst  the  latter  in  the  development  of  capital- 

in  ord*r  #C  , thcrland,"  the  plundering  of  the  colonies,  and 
Ylui  ■ ln  them  on  to  the  side  of  the  imperialist  State. 

lPvnahsm  creates  within  the  working  class  a section 


I*  "1  Vi  T 1 i I t#  Ml  II  mil  m I'K  %■  i 1 ll  >v\  I n *1 1 

^■thp  i conditions  of  life#  and  a conservative  outlook 

hun*\  !z?^  aristocracy.  Thc  labour  aristocracy  and  the 

bureau  up*  i,*  *_  * * * . . . * 


JWttCratie  officialdom  (trade  union  leaders  etc.)  which 


COm it  t tuani;  uMtiru  iv«uv*^  i;iv  */  n mh  it  are 

forrti  fLc  oscr  a,lt^  closer  to  the  capitalist  State  organisations* 

* l U 1"  CO  11  Of  II  1 i'  1 I . rtf  r ,1  Mil  . tt,  » t tilt  It  - b ■ ■>  A.  J*rl  a. 


^ tne  economic  basis  of  rcformisin  in  tlic  working  clasps 
ijj  ”'cnt»  i'C.,  of  social-democracy.  Social-demoanacy  is 
l^:  x>und  up  \viili  imperialism  and  has  proven  to  be  a direct 

vil  *Vi  °*  ^Urgcoilit  in  t lie  working  class  and  a most 
liable  supjiort  of  the  capitalist  order. 

However#  the  sharpening  of  imperialist  contradictions, 

. worsening  of  Uie  situation  of  the  broad  working  masses* 
j c enormous  costs  and  burdens  of  military  condi,!*  the 
Wruetion  of  the  dominating  position  of  certain  dowcm  iti 


l*fogrQfnmc 


r rag  mm  me  of  tiie  y.CJ 

*** 01  colom's  «*> •«■ » •*. 

last  l,y,4|,s”1  ls  ,tltv*WWi  4yiag»  capitalism.  It  is  & 

the  so cSfuf  Cap,,!at,Sl  development.  It  is  the  threshold  tf 
tilt,  socialist  world  revolution. 

. . . . iNtu  is  characterised  by  the  uneven  economic  ivi 
political  development  of  individual  countries  and  temicfkt 
Imperialism  intensifies  this  inequality  of  development.  Tbm- 
forct  the  world  revolution  is  not  a single,  simultaneous  event. 
Ti  c world  revolution  embraces  a whole  epoch  in  the  history  of 
mankind,  which  is  full  of  tremendous  social  struggles,  wif*i 
and  revolutions.  Hence,  the  victory  of  socialism  is  ; ->ssibk 
at  first  only  in  a few  countries,  and  even  in  a single  country, 
as  a stage  towards  the  victory  of  socialism  ihroughout  the 
world* 

The  first  imperialist  war  of  1914-18  exacted  a to\\ 
many  millions  killed  and  wounded,  undermined 
finances,  industry  and  transport,  and  inflicted 
misery  upon  the  masses  of  the  workers*  It  shook  e ^ 
capitalist  system  and  was  the  beginning  cf  a >ta  t *** **  j 
and  decline  which  is  pregnant  with  terrible  8^ 
which  will  end  in  the  overthrow  of  the  capita- 1 _ ' 0|0, 
throughout  the  world  and  in  the  victory  of  the  ™or>t 


lion. 


, #i_*  victorious 

The  world  revolution  commenced  with  . 

October  insurrection  of  the  Russian  proletary  - CnrfalW 
ing  class  won  power  and  established  the  UniO  — and 
Soviet  Republics  across  a tremendous  ' jn  the 

Asia,  covering  one-sixth  of  the  earths  Mr ^ * 
U.S.S.R.,  the  socialist  common  wealth  is  bemg  c . 1 w*ork' 

US.S.R.  has  become  the  backbone  of  the  inter  * . \ g^e. 
ing  class  \\  hich  now  has  the  support  of  an  org»  |0;jing 
Its  living  example  has  a revolutionary  cffCCi  ^ ^ ntMS  of 

masses,  its  very  existence  indicates  the  niorta 

imperialism.  ' . . exist* 


and  the  system  of  Socialism.  Mic  imperialist  r-  lerog] 
to  the  teeth,  torn  by  internal  clas^  struggle  ^ 

differences,  are  forging  a common  front  against  ™ ; -.iunlii* 


the  first  proletarian  State,  around  which  gather  tne 
tionarv  forces  of  the  whole  world,  Impcrialum  it* 
dr  y the  US.S-R-  by  means  of  a new  economic 
cou  n tc  r- revolution  it  ry  plots,  intervention  and  war*  Jin* 
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this,  imperialism  is  digging  for  itself  a grave,  into  which  the 
revolutionary  masses  of  the  world  will  fling  it. 


The  Russian  revolution  was  followed  by  the  revolution 
in  Finland  and  by  a wave  of  revolutions  in  central  Europe, 
first  of  all  in  * Germany,  Austria  and  Hungary.  Outside  of 
the  Soviet  Union  the  first  wave  of  revolution  in  1 91 8- 1921 
ended  in  a defeat  of  the  proletariat  owing  to  the  treachery  of 
the  social-democracy  and  the  absence  of  strong  and  tried  Com* 
munist  Parties.  But  the  international  working  class  emerged 
::om  it  with  enormous  achievements:  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
Communist  International. 


- pumicai  ana  social  reaction,  and  economic  inca* 

sures  which  oppressively  burdened  the  masses,  the  capitalist 
c ass  succeeded  in  most  countries,  after  the  first  big  revolu- 
tionary wave  of  the  posUwar  period,  in  effecting  a partial  and 
emporary  stabilisation  of  capitalism.  But  in  the  conditions 
, stabilisation  arose  gigantic  new  contradictions,  such  as 
utre  unknown  prior  to  the  first  world  war.  The  working 
ca$s  and  the  toiling  masses  endeavour  by  renewed  powerful 
^ruggtes  not  only  to  repulse  the  capitalist  offensive,  but  also 
0 pass  over  to  the  counter-offensive. 


■ermauy,  which  has  once  more  become  an  mifxnriaJi.st 
SJJWCJ;  ,s  :U1  ®ttna  of  renewed  class  struggles  on  a large  scale. 

>c  tcncral  Strike  aixl  miners’  lock-ou?  of  1926  showed  the 
pro  otind  crisis  of  British  capitalism.  Tlic  revolt  of  the  work- 
H class  of  Vienna  in  Julv,  192",  showed  the  revolutionary 
processes  at  work  among  the  masses  of  the  European  workers. 

riit*  capitalist  countries  are  stirred  bv  powerful  strikes  and 
r*,al  struggles  of  unparalleled  intensity.  The  oppressed 
P^ples  in  the  colonies  and  semi-colonies  have  risen  in  their 
mt'lions  in  the  fight  for  emancipation  from  national  and  social 
oppression.  Tl1c  revolution  has  broken  out  in  China,  threaten- 
‘n8  the  very  stronghold  of  the  imperialist  powers.  Syria, 
Morocco,  Indonesia  have  raised  the  banner  of  the  rebellion. 
Jg  Central  and  South  America,  from  Mexico  to  Argentine. 
cre 's  a growing  atmosphere  of  revolt. 

I lie  capitalist  class,  seeing  its  position  in  Jeopardy, 
applies  ever  more  violent  methods  of  direct  dictatorship. 

democratic"  rights  are  cither  abolished  or  mutilated. 
Parliamentarism  falls  into  ruins,  the  rote  of  the  executive 
Power  in  the  State  increases,  and  the  whole  apparatus  of 
power  is  strengthened  by  the  establishment  of  new  organs  of 
violence.  The  development  of  this  bourgeois-imperialist 
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reaction,  ftNStinics  under  specific  conditions  the  features  of 
* ageism,  r ascism  uses  methods  of  social  demagogy,  and 
Utilises  the  discontent  of  the  impoverished  petty  bourgeoisie 
and  ]>easantry,  as  well  as  of  the  different  declassed  sections  of 
the  proletariat^  in  order  to  crush  the  revolutionary  Labour 
movement  It  is  the  latest  form  of  the  terroristic  dictatorship 
of  big  capital.  In  certain  cases  the  bourgeoisie  masks  the 
application  of  Fascist  methods  by  forming  coalitions  with 
social -democracy,  the  object  of  which  is  to  paralyse  the  mili- 
tancy of  the  workers  and  to  assist  the  bourgeoisie  in  its  efforts 
to  throttle  the  workers. 

Nevertheless  every  step  taken  by  capitalism  towards  the 
restoration  of  its  power  is  purchased  at  the  price  of  increased 
exploitation  of  the  workers,  thus  leading  to  a further  intent 
tlcation  of  class  antagonisms,  which  undermine  the  foundauw 
of  capitalism.  At  the  same  time  every  change  m the  rcla 
of  forces  between  capitalist  countries  leads  to 
rivalry  among  them  which  harbours  the  menace  ol*  . 
imperialist  wars,  and  consequently  of  new  disturbances  o 
whole  capitalist  system.  The  sharpening  of  intpena  IS  P . _ 
sure  gives  a tremendous  impetus  to  the  national  emaiKi \*  _ 
movements  and  revolutions  in  the  colonies  and  senu^1  3 
against  inijierialism.  Imperialism  has  landed 
blind  alley,  from  which  only  the  proletarian  world  rc%. 
can  free  it.  The  overthrow  of  capitalism  has  thus  ^ 
the  direct  fighting  aim  of  t lie  international  working  t a. 
can  lie  achieved  only  by  means  of  violent  revolution* 

The  gradual,  step-by-step  democratic  development'/0^ 
capitalism  to  socialism  of  which  the  spcial-democrats  ^ 
much,  is  contrary  to  the  fundamenta!  facts  and  laws  or  , 
development,  and  is  but  a fraud  beliind  which  thev  a*  . 
their  shameless  co-operation  with  the  Ixmrgeoisic  in  the  I1U 
tc nance  and  strengthening  of  the  capitalist  system. 

I he  proletarian  world  revolution  consists  of  a series 
varied  precedes:  purely  proletarian  revolutions.  bourge.  * 
democratic  revolutions  which  grow  into  proletarian  revo 
lions,  national -liberation  wars  and  colonial  revolutions  j 
those  kind  of  revolutions  lead  in  their  totality  to  the  UOi' 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat, 

“The  social  revolution  can  only  lake  place  in  a*1 
epoch  which  combine  a civil  war  between  the  proletariat 
and  the  bourgeoisie  in  the  advanced  capitalist  countries 
wuh  it  wtmle  series  of  democratic  and  revolutionary 
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movements,  including  national -liberation  movements, 
among  the  undeveloped,  backward  and  oppressed 
nations."— Li?  i no. 


The  working  class  cannot  free  itself  without  destroying 
the  whole  capitalist  system  and  thereby  liberating  all 
oppressed  and  exploited  toilers.  Therefore,  it  remains  a revo- 
lutionary class  to  the  end* 

The  working  class  must  lead  the  workers  of  the  town  and 
village  in  the  fight  against  capitalism,  it  must  ally  with  itsvli 
the  poor  peasants  and  the  oppressed  toiling  masses  in  the 
colonies  in  order  to  overthrow  the  power  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
establish  the  proletarian  dictatorship  (Soviet  rule)  expropriate 
the  big  landed  estates,  the  banks,  transport  and  industries 
and  put  them  in  the  possession  of  the  State  (proletarian 
nationalisation) . The  proletariat  uses  its  dictatorship  to  break 
down  ruthlessly  the  resistance  of  the  exploiting  classes  and  to 
establish  proletarian  democracy  bv  means  of  workers*  councils 
(Soviets) , Upon  this  firm  political  and  social  foundation,  the 
working  class  in  alliance  with  the  toiling  peasant  mn  ^es  will 
build  socialism,  and  will  enable  mankind  to  attain  a Commun- 
ist order  of  society. 

I he  working  class  can  reach  this  goal  only  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Communist  Party  in  which  are  organised 
the  most  advanced,  courageous,  conscious  and  tried  elements, 
arid  which  represents  the  interests  and  aims  of  the  working 
class  as  a whole. 


The  existence  of  a Communist  Party  m every  i^un  rv 
is  the  prerequisite  of  successful  struggle  for  the  proletarian 

dictatorship, 

s snar  agggggfS 

fret  the  wnritincr  -Ikc  of  alt  reformist  illusions,  to  oc>tro> 
tli«  l rt  AorM?k  cla*«.  , m_er*ev  anti  to  rally  the  toiling 
toe  influence  of  the  sOCi*l-*JJ lSdirship  of  the  Communist 

I '"s  ^or  struggle  under  IUTties.  The  fundamental 

International  and  the  £»***'  CT  is  w „jn  the  majority  of 

nditioTi  for  the  conquer  3ll(j  ajnis  of  Communism. 

he  working  class  for  . ‘ thc  Communist  Intcriialional  show 
l he  strategy  and  tacuea  ot  tne 

the  proletariat  the  wav  l 
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pre»«d  inUthe  ?piUK*  *.*•*  * 

ruiirur  clajifhll^  f thc  opPressed  d«s  and  the  youth  of  tk 

and  the  fvnl  V ntii^^!C  \n  common  ^iat*  the  exploited dut 

|ili  •*/  P i ting.  \\  hilc  the  youth  of  the  ruling  class  oetiipT 
it  pONitio n of  privileged  idlers,  enjoying  all  the  advaati^ 

Pn'*  c£es  °f  a careful  upbringing  and  education,  and  ill 
_ t 'tietits  of  culture,  science  and  art,  while  they  prepare 
_ cm  selves  for  the  role  of  an  exploiting  and  ruling  day, 
tne  young  workers  of  town  and  country  in  the  capitalist  com- 
tries  and  colonies  share  the  bitter  fate  of  thc  adult  workers 
I hey  arc  the  objects  of  thc  most  ruthless  exploitation.  Tbe 
Nnuill  expenditure  of  the  bourgeois  State  in  thc  education  « 
the  young  workers  serves  only  to  prepare  them  for  tneif 
future  exploitation  as  wage  slaves  of  capitalism,  as  st?c 

accessories  to  the  machines  to  which  they  are  condemned  for 

life. 

If  the  economic  situation  of  the  adult  workers  is  cxccj> 
t tonally  difficult  under  capitalism,  the  situation  of  the  wor*aflf 
youth  is  absolutely  unbearable. 

broin  early  childhood  thc  sons  and  daughters  of  wcr^mS 
class  families  are  the  objects  of  capitalist  exploitation. 
the  exception  of  (he  Soviet  Union  child  labour  in  thc 
gruesome  forms  is  still  widely  Spread. 

■ p # f 

I he  apprentice  of  olden  limes  who  had  the  expectant*  * 


himself  becoming  a mas  ter*  workman,  is  gone  beyond  rL,^a.y 
Apprenticeship  to-day  is  only  a pretext  for  intensified  esp  y;* 
alien  of  the  youth,  and  is  in  process  of  disappearance  in  t , 
capitalist  countries.  Owing  to  the  development  of  jiinU> 
technique  it  has  become  possible  for  the  capitalists  to  cnf? 
masses  of  children  and  adolescents  as  unskilled  workers  3 
tlie  productive  pnx'css.  It  in  particularly  difficult  for 
in  learn  a trade*  Thc  capitalists  utilise  the  existing  bourgeois 
reactionary  prejudices  concerning  female  labour  in  order 
keep  women  from  learning  trades  and  in  order  to  intensity 
tliear  exploitation.  Even  in  those  cases  where  girls  do  have 
i *.  n. nice  to  learn  a trade  their  apprenticeship  term  is  long**- 
and  their  pay  is  lower  than  that  of  boys.  Only  a umall  upper 
strata  of  the  proletarian  youth  mm  receiving  vocational  training 
Iroitj  the  capitalist  * sa  that  -ttbseque fitly  tlicv  can  become 
^ *l»criitrir.s , foremen,  and  highly  skilled  technical  workers. 
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But  thc  vocational  training  of  even  this  narrow  strata  which, 
moreover,  is  continually  shrinking  as  capitalism  itself  develops 
—although  this  training  provides  for  very  high  qualifications 
in  some  cases— takes  place  at  the  expense  of  the  wide  mass 
of  workers.  There  is  no  labour  aristocracy,  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word,  among  thc  working  youth. 


Child  and  youth  labour-power  is  cheaper  than  adult 
labour-power*  But  as  a rule  this  by  no  means  signifies  a 
tower  productivity  of  labour  than  in  thc  case  of  adults.  Owing 
to  modern  methods  of  production,  there  is,  in  many  industries, 
no  di  fere  nee  between  youth  and  adult  labour.  In  most  cases 
^ \r<?  ‘ workers  are  doing  the  same  work  as  adults, 

e>  receive  considerably  lower  wages;  or  else,  the  young 
^ or  pcrs  arc  forced  to  work,  on  various  pretexts,  without  being 
*V  UIJc3er  the  cloak  of  apprenticeship,  side-jobs,  etc.).  Even 
I'  - j productivity  of  labour  of  the  young  workers  is  less 
that  of  the  adults,  capitalists  draw  relatively  more 
fjujs-value  from  youth  labour,  owing  to  thc  very  low  wages 
i ' V ^J^ung  workers.  The  capitalists  take  advantage  of  the 
civ  id  or^jmsat,#on  aud  thc  small  resistant  power  of  the 

as  well  as  of  backward  craft  conceptions 
of  wor^crs  themselves,  in  order  to  lower  the  price 

iC  a hour-power  of  the  youth.  Because  of  their  physical 
<hi  iT1iCSS  ?11c*  ^lcir  need  for  training  and  education  the  youth 
"anit  V cn^fjV  specially  favourable  working  conditions.  But 

is  \u  1 1 005  JUst  tne  Opposite:  precisely  because  the  youth 

nc Jcve. loped  and  weaker,  the  young  workers  are  even  more 

tim  °nea  ^°nK. hours  which,  because  of  side- jobs,  school- 
j * and  apprenticeship,  generally  exceed  those  of  the  adults, 
,22  night  work  and  jobs  in  unhealthy  factories, 

l -v  inadequate  protection  against  accidents,  complete 
woRi  °f  thc  vocational  training  of  the  mass  of  young 
Jr*ers>  harsh  treatment  bv  employers  and  foremen,  mass 
^employment  and  in  most  cases  no  maintenance — such  is  the 
c fate  of  the  young  workers  under  capitalism. 

°ne  of  the  biggest  obstacles  in  the  struggle  for  higher 
and  better  labour  conditions  is  the  craft  outlook  of 
many  adult  workers  which  the  reformist  trade  union  leaders 
f°Ster  by  <jf/  possible  means.  They  often  look  upon  young 
Workers  merely  as  competitors,  and  are  indifferent  to  their 
Position.  Capitalism  makes  clever  use  of  craft  differences  in 
order  to  cause  division  and  strife  between  young  and  adult 
Workers;  on  thc  one  hand,  to  keep  down  the  wages  of  the 
working  youth  and  mercilessly  worsen  their  conditions  of 
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w^!J  ’b°!i  tl?e.c*hpr  hand*  t0  br'nK  pressure  to  bear  on  il» 

Jv  s am  living  standards  of  the  adult  workers  tlmrr^  ! 

cheap  youth  labour.  * i 

W orking  conditions  for  the  youth  are  particularly  b&4  it 
.small  industry  and  in  handicraft , which  seek  salvation  fro® 
the  competition  of  big  industry  by  relentless  exploitation  of 
the  apprentice  vt  and  in  w hich  the  “apprenticeship  system' - 
still  widely  existent— serves  therefore  as  a cloak  for  exploita- 
tion. 1 his  applies  particularly  to  backward  countries  ib- 
colonics.  /iic  apprentices  in  hiimlicraft  and  in  the  sn»U 
workshops  are  submitted  to  the  arbitrary  rule  of  thetophw 
or  foreman. 

Hot  capitalism,  Rirls  arc  objects  of  a particularly  brutal 
and  despicable  exploitation,  and  their  situation  is  even  wor.« 
than  that  of  the  boys.  A number  of  industries  and  branenu 
of  production  employ  almost  exclusively  female  labour,  mosti) 
R*  (textile  industry,  as  domestic  servants  etc.)  with  woj 
working  hours  and  miserable  wages,  which  arc  even  W*e 
than  those  of  boys.  The  employment  of  RiSs  is  ’ 

not  c t'ptiug  industries  injurious  to  their  health.  ** of  *°* 
girls  arc  placed  in  particularly  shameful  dependence 
their  employers  and  foremen.  Owing  to  these  unbend' 
economic  conditions,  thousands  of  girls  from  the  ranks  o 
working  class  and  peasantry  are  driven  to  prostitution. 

During  the  world  war  and  the  period  following,  the 
of  the  working  youth  was  considerably  intensified-  . 

. of  adolescents  were  sent  to  the  front  as  cannon-  • • 

am!  to  replace  them  and  the  adult  workers,  new  arum' 
children  and  youths  (bovs  and  girl  were  drawn  into  «■» 
industries.  Deprived  of  any  tmining  thev  suffered  . 
greatest  exploitation,  which  disregarded  even  the  few 
meagre  protective  laws.  Although  after  the  world 
revolutionary  struggle  of  the  working  class  forced  the 
gc<  >i  sic  to  grant  a few  mcaMires  and  social  laws  for  the  Pr°  t_ 
taon  of  the  young  workers,  thev  were  either  not  adhered  to  or 

wipct1  oul-  In  its  efforts  to  overcome  the  crisj-s 
to  bring  about  stabilisation  and  to  shift  all  the  costs  o!  iht 
nyil ULliwi  caused  by  the  world  war  on  to  the  shoulders  of 

<*  'EZg; "-rir  ,Un«1.rd 


The  Young  Workers  Under  Imperialism  27 

Capitalist  rationalisation  with  its  most  harmful  effects 
(wage  cuts,  mass  unemployment,  lengthening  of  hours, 
worsening  of  social  legislation,  monstrous  increase  in  labour 
intensity),  hits  the  young  workers  in  a particularly  hard 
fashion.  A special  consequence  of  rationalisaion  for  the  youth, 
is  the  increasing  diminution  of  apprenticeship  in  industry, 
since  it  aims  at  the  still  greater  replacement  of  skilled  workers 
by  unskilled  and  semi-skilled  workers.  Simultnneousy  it  in- 
creases the  part  played  by  the  working  youth  in  the  whole 
process  of  production.  There  is  a tremendous  difference 
between  the  youth  who  is  working  at  a conveyor  and  the 
apprentice  of  bygone  days.  The  young  worker  now  plays  a 
much  more  important  role,  and  is,  more  than  hitherto,  an 
indispensable  part  of  the  process  of  production.  This  however 
in  no  way  contradicts  the  fact  that  there  is  chronic  mass 
unemployment  among  the  youth,  especially  among  the  youth 
leaving  school  who  from  the  very  beginning  can  find  no  place 
in  the  process  of  production  and  become  declassed. 

The  rural  working  youth  in  the  capitalist  countries  also 
suffers  terrible  exploitation.  Child  labour  is  common  in  rural 
districts.  Not  only  are  the  poor  peasants  compelled  by  their 
bad  economic  position  to  depend  on  the  help  of  their  children, 
but  child  labour  is  also  as  widespread  as  hired  labour.  The 
working  and  living  conditions  of  young  agricultural  labourers 
arc,  generally  speaking,  much  worse  than  those  of  the  youth 
employed  in  industry.  The  youth  of  the  village  labourers 
and  floor  peasantry  arc  condemned  to  arduous  toil  without 
proper  education  and  arc  frequently  compelled  to  seek  cm* 
ployment  in  the  towns.  But  since  continuous  mass  unem- 
ployment prevails  in  the  present  epoch  of  capitalist  decline, 
they  swell  in  most  cases  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  or  are 
compelled  either  to  emigrate  or  join  the  army. 

Militarism,  which  serves  the  purpose  of  imperialist  wars, 
and  in  the  suppression  of  the  toiling  masses  at  home  and  in 
the  colonies,  recruits  its  soldiers  primarily  from  amongst  the 
working  and  peasant  youth.  Militarism  aims  at  making  the 
young  workers  into  suitable  cannon-fodder  for  imperialist 
wars,  and  in  tuatiy  countries  it  already  catches  the  youth 
during  school  age  by  special  military  training*  The  capital- 
ist barracks  seek  to  turn  the  young  workers  into  automatons 
who  will  go  blindly  against  their  class  brothers  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  blood  of  the  working  youth  drenches  the  battle* 
fields  of  imperialist  wars. 
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«l«.lIle;P0S,tl0n  °f  lhc,workn,K  youth  in  colonics  and  xtaj. 

,s,  «vc.n  «<>««  than  in  the  capitalist  countries  TV 
> Uth  proletariat  there  suffers  Horn  the  double  pressure  of 
intense  foreign  end  native  exploitation,  which  still  freqwrir 
assumes  rcud.il  and  patriarchal  forms.  The  predonnias 
” industries  and  small  trade,  which  cam"  on  i 

ill  Hi  cult  struggle  for  existence,  brings  with  it  rnthlm 
exploitation  such  as  is  unknown  to  the  working  youth  cf 
Hit  rope  and  North  America.  Child  labour  is  general.  Together 
with  the  growth  of  industry  (above  all  light  industry)  in  the 
colonies,  ever  growing  numbers  of  children  and  youngster* 
are  mercilessly  drawn  into  the  process  of  production.  Cluk 
dren  from  the  ages  of  4 and  5 slave  from  15  to  ^ 
a day  at  the  looms  in  stuffy  factories,  and  produce 
value  for  the  big  bankers  in  London,  New  York  and  Pij^- 
Wages  are  ridiculously  small.  Corporal  punishment  of  cto 
dren  and  youug  workers  by  foremen  and  employers  is  wide*.* 
resorted  to.  , 

• The  lot  of  the  working  rural  youth  in  the  colonies  an 
semi -colon  ics  is  terribly  hard.  Imperialism  bring!  f**Vj 
ever-growing  impoverishment  of  the  rural  population,  ^ 
inverts  the  mass  of  the  poor  landless  peasantry  and  Pc 
youth  into  beggars  who  eke  out  a miserable  ‘ ■ 

of  them  taking  refuge  in  mercenary  armies  or  bandit  8 ^ 

Labour  conditions  of  agricultural  labourers  on  big 
and  plantations  differ  little  from  conditions  of  slaver}-  ^ 

W bile  capitalism  demands  such  terrific  sacrifices  o!  v 
and  blood  from  the  young  workers,  it  vet  refuses  t be  ^ 
the  most  elementary  political  rights.  The  high  0f 

agr  limit  for  election  suffrage  robs  the  young  v'^r 
^vc  ail,l  passive  suffrage  in  bourgeois  democratic  ^ . 

I he  young  workers  arc  not  allowed  representation  >«  , 

factory  committees,  where  the  kilter  exist  legally.  -'MV 


,Kl  s particularly  in  handicraft  workshops  arc  entire  1}  uCi  f;ii 
sent  upon  their  employers.  In  many  countries  there  *_ 

ex^t  reactionary  interdicts  prohibiting  the  trade  u»i 
gam  sat  ion  of  voting  the  part 


«£*.”*  **”*?*  of  young  workers  under  a certain  age,  the  P*  , 
cipation  of  apprentices  in  strike,,  membership  «■!  poll  I** 

iSnlTet11  °n*'  lJ[lrti«paUon  in  political  meetings,  demoostw* 


V * P“rll«Pattoti  in  political  meetings.  denwn>»- 
many  °°untric*  there  arc  special  laws  prohthi  ' 
even  J'0"1*1  Mnd  children's  movement.  H?1 

kept  i - ■?:  th*  V.CJU.  in  many  countries  is 

ThL”  ;,f  ~»»*1  WMlii.v  l.y  continuous  pef-c.titi-" 

rke  called  obra,ty  law.  for  H,c  protection  ofThc  youth" 
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provide  capitalist  authorities  with  rich  opportunities  for 
persecuting  the  revolutionary  press  and  youth  organisations. 
Employers  brutally  persecute  the  active  elements  amongst 
the  voung  workers  in  the  factories.  The  organs  of  oppression 
of  the  capitalist  State  with  their  class  justice  wage  relentless 
war  against  the  revolutionary  working  youth.  As  class  differ- 
ences become  more  acute,  the  reactionary  offensive  against 
the  working  youth  and  its  organisations  is  strengthened. 
Fascism  and  white  terror  wage  a campaign  of  extermination 
against  all  non- Fascist  organisations  in  order  to  destroy  them. 
Class  conscious  proletarian  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  im- 
perialist armies  arc  subjected  to  the  worst  persecution.  The 
working  youth  make  countless  sacrifices  in  the  struggle  for 
the  most  elementary  and  fundamental  rights  and  demands. 

Closely  bound  up  with  the  economic  subjection  of  the 
working  youth  are  the  efforts  of  the  bourgeoisie  to  dominate 
the  youth  intellectually.  The  bourgeoisie  conducts  a systematic 
for  the  mental  subjugation  of  the  working  youth. 

I he  bourgeois  school  gives  the  young  workers  knowledge  only 
0 the  extent  and  of  the  kind  that  makes  them  capable  and 
■'u.. missive  slaves  of  capitalism. — in  the  factory,  in  the  office, 

II  . , arin.v,  and  in  political  life.  The  elementary  schools 
^aa  the  vocational  training  schools  serve  this  aim.  Admission 
t !,  cr®5»mte  and  higher  schools  is  in  general  open  only 
t w children  ©f  the  bourgeoisie  and  sections  of  the  petty- 

.-‘urgcoisie.  These  schools,  according  to  their  aims  and  cur- 
cuiums,  are  institutions  for  training  the  '*  officials, " com* 
.cr*  and  officers  of  the  bourgeois  on  the  economic  and 
I®  1 tea]  field.  In  the  colonies  and  also  in  some  backward 
> I'llalist  countries  there  are  no  schools  at  all  for  proletarian 

children. 

.,,*kc,p  training  of  the  youth  iti  a spirit  of  capitalist 
oyalty " is  fostered  also  by  an  extensive  literature,  by  the 


. urKC(,’s  press,  by  religion  and  bourgeois  art,  trashy  litera- 
l‘u'>  toms,  places  of  amusement,  etc.  special  bourgeois  and 
//orniisi  youth  organisations.  which  mate  their  app/o ranee 
1,5  Inc  most  varied  forms  (educational,  recreational,  rambling, 
•/Port,  military,  political,  religious,  even  free-thought  organ- 
sations,  factory  sport  clubs  and  Boy  Scouts) , serve  to  spread 
,,1C  ideological  poison  of  the  bourgeoisie  among  the  toilino 

J’auth . N 

The  crisis  of  capitalism  which  has  greatly  increased  the 
exploitation  and  sufferings  of  the  working  youth,  creates  at 
lhc  same  time  effective  conditions  for  their  inclusion  into  th.- 
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class  struggle  side  by  side  with  their  adult  brothers,  and  for 
their  unification  in  the  struggle  for  their  special  demands. 

In  this  struggle,  the  young  workers  as  part  of  the  work* 
ing  class,  and  in  accordance  with  their  position  in  the  process 
of  production,  play  a similar  role  amongst  the  toiling  youth 
as  the  working  class  among  the  toiling  masses  as  a whole. 

1 he  young  workers  arc  called  upon  to  act  as  the  leaders  as! 
to  win  over  the  other  sections  of  the  toiling  youth,  especially 
the  poor  peasant  youth,  and  the  toiling  youth  in  the  colonies. 
U : the  struggle  against  imperialism,  to  organise  taern  ‘*<3 
lead  them  to  victory. 

■m' 

The  Ultimate  Aim  of  the  Y.C.I. : World  Communism 

The  ultimate  aim  of  the  C.I.  and  Y.C.I  is  world 
munism.  Under  Communism  private  ownership  is  aboi^n  * 
and  classes  disappear.  Their  place  is  taken  by  a cojT,tmm  • 
of  labour  and  bv  systematic  social  organisation  of  ecc-*0^.  • 
The  State  dies  out  gradually,  together  with  the  classes.  * 
Oppression  of  man  by  man  is  abolished.  Owing  to 
tion  of  classes  and  the  enormous  development  of 
forces  under  the  Communist  order,  insecurity,  divisi<'i> 
rich  and  poor,  poverty  and  destitution,  disappear.  A 
of  national  and  racial  inequality,  as  well  as  social 
between  the  wxci,  disappear.  The  false  distinction  , . 
physical  and  mental  labour  is  eliminated.  Geoetw  War^J 
reigns,  culture  flourishes  nnd  the  Communist  principle  tjjs 
each  according  to  his  abilities,  to  each  according  ■ 
needs  *•  is  realised.  A uniform  social  and  democratic  * 
embraces  the  whole  world.  Struggles  between  c*®ss5*_al| 
peoples,  wars,  with  their  destruction  of  innumcra  ne 
byes  and  invaluable  wealth,  disappear  forever.  Mfliniim  .. 
directs  all  its  forces  to  the  struggle  with  nature,  to  the  '’r 
development  and  in.  rea.se  of  systematic  production, 
atid  culture,  Mankind  It  ups  from  the  realm  of  necessity  1 
the  realm  of  freedom. 

The  young  workers  pursue  this  aim  together  with  * 
adult  class  comrades.  All  their  struggles  and  efforts  arc  1 
the  final  analysts  directed  towards  its  realisation.  Y ,,ri< 

tnmunUm  ensures  the  youth,  loo,  such  a bright  future  that, 
compared  with  it,  the  present  position  of  the  working  V',*lt,l> 
cxploiud  and  oppressed  by  imperialism,  liU  m*m  like  • 
black  shadow,  or  an  incredible  nightmare 
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But  already  under  socialism,  i.t\,  at  that  stage  of  society 
to  which  proletarian  dictatorship  leads  and  which  precedes 
complete  Communism,  the  position  of  the  3’outh  undergoes 
a fundamental  change,  Socialism  is  the  prelude  to  Commun- 
ism. Under  socialism  productive  forces  are  not  yet  developed 
sufficiently  to  allow  the  products  of  labour  to  he  distributed 
according  to  individual  needs.  Distribution  is  still  according 
to  the  work  performed.  Under  socialism,  in  spite  of  the 
abolition  of  classes,  there  are  still  relics  of  c lass  division,  liu- 
ourgeois  conception  of  right  and  wrong  and  of  t lie  prole- 
tarian class  State;  nor  have  the  differences  between  the  town 
and  country  entirely  disappeared.  But  these  relics  of  the  old 
^■cietv  disappear  as  mankind  emancipated  from  the  fetters 
. ^ p lMI1,  subjugates  the  forces  of  nature,  educates  itself 

**}  lc  Communist  spirit,  and  proceeds  from  socialism  t.*  eom- 
pietc  Communism. 

m establishment  of  the  socialist  society  demands  and 

]aC!  foible,  a complete  change  in  the  conditions  of  youth 

i:_v*  ' * »c  socialist  re-organisation  of  youth  labour  is  the 

i »j,R  D')  Pro^lK’ti'*c  work  with  training  and  education, 

rxiint  « re  transformation  of  youth  labour  from  the  view- 

0i  ,1  1 11  ."l.t  1 the  aim  of  training  fully  developed  members 

wac.*  1 j^ia  */*  soc,e*- ' ■ Because  of  this,  socialism  replaces 
age  labour  for  the  youth  by  social  maintenance. 

ns  aim  was  pointed  out  to  us  bv  the  great  teachers 

“ th'  P'^>»r.at,  Marx  and  Lenin.  Marx  said  : 

My  / . * * _ system  we  have  the  embryo  of  the 

cation  of  the  future  which  will  combine  productive 
oris  with  tuition  and  gymnastics  for  all  children  over 
‘ _CC,  l.n  a8c*  not  only  as  a method  of  increasing  social 
, ,J<  ,Ict,on.  but  as  the  only  method  of  bringing  up  fully 
developed  human  beings/*’  • ^1: 

J^nin  tiuight  us ; 

'U  is  impossible  to  visualise  the  ideal  future  society 
.Hhout  linking  up  for  the  young  generation  the  process 
,|  Production  work  and  education.  Neither  training  and 
education  without  productive  work,  nor  productive  work 
wtthout  education  and  training,  can  reach  the  level 
TOfllircd  by  modern  technical  development  and  scientific 

onlv  ^', -lh!  '?rkin1R.ty?,.lth  whic]}  llll(lcr  capitalism  was 
eqgj};  f>c<t  f ™pln,tat:on,  acquires  under  socialism  an 
,rt]y  different  social  posit.on  and  role.  The  socialist  society 
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Urns  its  utmost  to  protect  and  care  for  the  working  youth, 
i ne  physical  weakness  smd  intellectual  immaturity  of  Use 
youth,  which  under  capitalism  is  an  object  of  special  exploita- 
tion, becomes  in  the  socialist  society  an  object  of  specUl 
protection.  The  simplification  of  the  process  of  labour  by 
machines,  and  the  successes  of  science  and  technique,  wliit, 
under  capitalism  arc  the  source  of  so  much  misery  for  the 
young  workers,  become  under  the  socialist  organisation  of  pn- 
duction  a means  of  perfecting  the  education  of  the  youth  and 
improving  its  standard  of  living. 

The  progressive  simplification  of  the  process  of  prodw> 
lion  makes  it  possible  to  change  from  time  to  time  the  wort 
and  training  at  individual  machines  and  in  individual  inatu* 
tries,  thereby  providing  children  with  a many-sided  cducauo* 
and  possibility  of  development , The  fatal  separation  «tw«- 
physical  and  mental  work  disappears.  Instead  of  being  ^ 
from  year  to  year  to  dull  and  grinding  repetition  Wl,r"’ ^ 
under  capitalism,  man  is  now  able  to  get  a clear  surt  , 
the  whole  process  of  social  production  and  to  master  1 
pletcly.  From  a mere  appendix  of  the  machine,  t k > 
■worker  becomes  in  this  way  its  master  and  a free  ™a  ■ 
After  the  seizure  of  power  the  working  class  a . 
first  fundamental  steps  towards  the  socialist  rc-org. 
of  youth  labour,  towards  its  adequate  protection  an  - ^ 
education.  These  fundamental  measures  arc  ,1,0f^  / ,»;-tator* 
developed.  The  overthrow  of  capitalist  society,  iic 
ship  of  the  proletariat,  open  the  road  to  the  final  cm 
of  the  working  youth,  to  socialism  and  Communis 

The  Necessity  and  the  Role  of  the  Young  Communist 

League  - tU 

The  working  class  has  a basic  interest  in  rou5in>* 

class  consciousness  of  the  working  youths  in  drawing  *0$ 

the  class  struggle  and  assuring  itself  of  a constant  a ’ 

of  new  and  fresh  forces,  winch  will  continue  the  strugg  1 

the  complete  emancipation  of  the  working  class.  ,c 

In  particular,  the  Communist  Party,  the  leader  ° 

working  class,  needs  a reserve,  which  would  assure  a 

ea<lrc  of  young  forces  for  its  ranks  and  which  \vOUlo#  # 

a preparatory  school # training  the  young  generation  ^ 

workers  for  the  Communist  Party.  Further,  the  Cofitmuiu^ 

Party  in  need  of  an  organisation  which  would  lead  the  toil- 

mg  muses  nf  the  working  youth  in  the  struggle  ior  Com- 
munism* 
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The  Necessity  °f  V\(  .L. 


TheecncraJ  iwlitical  and  economic  position  of  the  working 
i as  well  as  the  special  situation  of  the  young  worker* 

. **  ( I At.  . l.u*-  norlilHnaTlATI  1T1  t lit 


class,  as  wen  , r . /*  ■ 

under  capitalism,  lead  the  latter  to  active  participation  in  the 

class  struggle  of  the  proletariat,  and  in  particular  also  demands 
that  within  the  confines  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  general  tasks 
of  the  proletarian  struggle,  they  carry  on  a struggle  for  the 
transformation  of  the  conditions  of  their  own  work  and  educa- 
tion. The  physical  and  psychological  peculiarities  of  the 
youth  are  such  that  they  demand  the  establishment  of  special 
organisations,  in  which  the  youth  can  work  and  lie  trained, 
ami  which  provide  the  youth  with  the  fullest  opportunity  for 
developing  their  initiative  and  activity.  All  these  circum- 
stances make  necessary  the  establishment  of  a Young  Com- 
munist League  in  each  country.  Only  the  Young  Communist 
league,  in  the  present  epoch  of  world  revolution  can  be  the 
class  organisation  of  the  working  vouth. 

i - - ■ - • _*• — £ 


the  Communists  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  social-democrats  on 
the  other*  as  to  the  role  of  the  youth  and  the  youth  organisa- 
tions in  general*  There  are  some  unessential  shadings  between 
the  bourgeoisie  and  the  social-democracy,  but  the  fundamental 
conception  of  both  is  the  same.  Social-democracy  for  the  most 
part  declares  the  role  of  the  youth  organisations  to  be  * 'purely 
educational  or  cultural*  It  is  opposed  to  active  participation 
fjF  the  youth  in  political  struggles,  i,e**  in  the  class  struggle. 

, declares  that  the  youth  is  not  capable  of  active  participation 
-it  political  struggle.  Social -democracy  has  put  class  e«d!abora- 
hon  in  place  of  the  class  struggle,  and  it  seeks  therefore  to 
train  the  working  youth  too  in  the  spirit  of  class  peace* 

Fascism  and  the  Fascist  organisations  come  out  openly 
or  anti-proletarian  military  training  and  the  utilisation  of 
'heir  youth  organisations  as  shock  troops.  But  in  so  lar  as 
bourgeois  vouth  organisations  are  not  of  a purely  militarist 
character  and  not  openly  fighting  organisations,  thc\  allege 
that  thev  reject  the  active  participation  of  the  youth  in  the 
Political  struggle.  In  reality  this  is  merely  a pretext  the 
''■'sis  of  this  “theory”  and  the  features  of  these  methods  of 
“education, ’’  which  are  similar  to  the  system  prevalent  in  the 
bourgeois  schools  and  educational  system,  consist  in  disguis- 
inK  the  real  nature  of  the  class  divisions  and  class  rule  in 
capitalist  society  bv  work  for  the  “whole  nation.  for  the 
“fatherland”  etc!,  i.e.,  for  the  bourgeoisie.  The  false,  men- 
dacious slogans  of  the  bourgeois  and  social  -democratic  youth 
organisations  stand  in  glaring  contradiction  to  the  actual 
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nrtl,.n  ,1, . rJ  flC,s  of.  ,h*  d“s  struck.  It  mb  i 

ProvvlllS  UP  into  conscious  class  fighters  and 

Jii?  lo,  ^raw  ,Miem  completely  in  the  wake  of  its  class* 
m»  laboratiou  policy*  In  conformity  with  this,  the  soda  1- 
aemocracy  indulges  in  chatter  about  the  k outh,p  in  general* 
without  regard  to  class  differences p in  order  to  cloak  the  fact 
of  its  collaboration  with  bourgeois  organisations*  Hence  the 
social -democrats  set  their  youth  organisations  the  utopian 
and  petty-bourgeois  task  of  creating  *Hhe  new  man”  by  meaas 
cultural  work  within  the  youth  organisations,  to  be  under* 
taken  in  the  conditions  of  the  still  existent  capitalist  society, 
divorced  from  all  relationship  to  class  society  and  ta 
reality  itself,  Actually*  however,  these  organisations  cany 
on  jxr  tty -bourgeois  educational  work  of  a quite  definite  political 
trend,  the  aim  being  to  divert  the  youth  from  the  class 
struggle  and  turn  them  into  social-democrats,  i.e,,  accomplices 

of  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  Young  Communist  League  decisively  repudiates  the 
hypocritical  slogan  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  soma  1-deniocra^} 
to  the  effect  that  the  youth  must  not  interfere  in  politics. 
1 he^  energetic  participation  of  the  young  workers,  who  are 
an  important  factor  in  social  production,  in  the  pohtK^ 
struggle  of  their  class,  signifies  a powerful  increase  of  f°r^ 
for  the  proletarian  class  struggle  and  is  the  main  lever  for  c 
Communist  training  of  the  young  workers. 

I he  Y.C.L.  is  a political  organisation.  The  Y.C.L*  ,s 
.in  orgaiusation  that  trains  the  toiling  youth  for  t lie  stmgg 
conception,  the  Marxist- Leninist  conception, 
permit  of  any  separation  of  theory  from  practice,  it  sees 
contradiction  between  education  and  struggle. 


I lie  Basis  of  Communist  Lducntion  is  Struggle 

The  most  genera!  task  of  the  Y.C.L.  js  ,fto  study  Com- 
muii i sm**  (Lenin) . The  Y.C.L.  is  the  school  of  Comimimsm 
tor  the  toiling  youth,  but  ,fthe  growitig  younjf  generation  can 
°"Vy  learn  Communism  by  linking  up  every  step  in  '*s 
training  mid  education  wit],  tbc  incessant  struggle  of  tlic  pro* 
1c lariat  and  tlic  toiling  masses  against  tbc  old  exploiting 
societ.}  . . At  tbe  basis  of  Coramuuist  morality  lies  the 


Communist  Education  is  Struggle 
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struggle  for  the  consolidation  and  the  establishment  of  Com- 
munism. That  is  the  underlying  principle  of  Communist 
education,  training  and  study.  That  is  the  answer  to  the 
question  of  how  Communism  should  be  studied."  (Lenin  ) 


This  struggle  consists  in  the  organised  participation  of 
the  Y.C.L.  in  the  general  class  struggle  of  the  proletariat  and 
the  toilers,  and,  within  the  limits  of  this  struggle,  in  the 
advocacy  of  and  struggle  for  the  special  demands  and  interests 
of  the  working  youth  in  all  fields  of  its  life  and  struggle, 
above  all,  against  militarism  and  imperialist  wars,  and  ques- 
tions concerning  the  economic  demands  of  the  working  youth. 


the  Y.C.L.  opposes  the  idea  of  “youth  syndicalism,” 
•Much  considers  that  an  independent  and  isolated  struggle  of 
the  working  youth  is  possible.  The  Y.C.L.  is  a part  of  the 
Lommunist  movement  as  a whole.  The  C.P.  is  the  leader 
•t,.*1  Communist  movement  and  the  entire  working  class; 

» .ere  cannot  be  no  dual  leadership,  or  the  existence  of  two 
ommunist  Parties.  The  Y.C.L-,  while  organisationally  in- 
dependent, works  under  the  direction  of  the  C.P.  and  the 
iiij’on  r*cogniscs  the  programme  and  tactics  of  the  C.I. 
and  r v /■?  IC  Y -C.L.  submits  to  instructions  of  the  C.P. 

" ,.n  thc  C.  I . as  the  supreme  body  in  the  world  Communist 
(C ' L men5 ‘ ^ nature  of  the  Y.C.L.  as  a mass  school  of 

”**"»*,  !or  working  youth  implies  that  not  every 
‘ * Ic  Y.C.L-  is  automatically  a member  of  the  C.P. 

althA  tT*  ■ "owweri  bears  the  name  Communist  because, 

J*  ,s  not  formally  a Party  organisation,  it  is  never- 
C c>*  Communist  organisation. 

*' rom  its  very  essence  as  an  organisation  of  Communist 
it  follows  that  the  Y.C.L.  can  by  no  means  be  a 
in  * . •V0UnK  Communist  Party.”  Its  educational  tasks, 
r!  ff  ltS  csscncc  “s  an  educational  organisation,  determine  the 
’ icrencc  t-etween  its  methods  and  tasks  as  compared  with 
•.nose  0f  the  Party,  and  give  to  the  activity  of  the  League  a 
««nmtc  youthful  character  (one  adapted  to  and  understandable 

b.v  the  youth). 


1 he  \ .C.L.  js  not  an  organisation  of  the  elite,  it  is  a 
organisation  Its  task  is  to  organise  within  its  ranks 
not  (>n]y  tbc  advanced  elements,  but  the  broad  masses  of  the 
foiling  youth.  Outside  the  limit-  of  its  member- hip  the 
* -C.L.  must  extend  its  leadership  and  influence  over  the 
> °Uth  by  various  means  (agitation  and  propaganda,  press. 


* * rot; r ammo  oj  the  Y,CJ. 

IrtrTw “"•ili.“rv  etc.).  Ii  .« 

rjf  ' *°  fl*ln  majority  of  llic  working  yooih,  aid  iht 

otlur  decisive  tectioiu  of  the  toiling  V«mth.  Thl*  in  one <4 

. c?ad,tlnn;s  1,1  llK*  slruRRlc  for  (lie  dictatorihip 
° * u*  i*it . Still  tin  in-  . If.ti  Itoi  Diiii-s  tin*  iiunv  dir 

•cter  of  tin*  I .c.igtn*  mulu  the  conditions  of  the  protcurun 
dictatorship.  Then  the  Y.C.L.  has  the  task  of  org*niiir!|! 
into  its  ranks  tile  whole  working  youth  and  the  best  section* 
of  the  toiling  youth  generally. 

Under  all  conditions,  as  an  organisation  of  Communist 
('din.it ion  and  a . .1  propitiatory  school  for  the  Party,  the 
Y C,l(.  is  a much  broader  organisation  than  t be  Cotomuniit 
Party.  Under  legal  conditions  its  doors  arc  open  to  ever}* 
working  boy  ami  girl.  The  Y.C.L.  should  therefore  strive 
to  exceed  the  C.P.  in  numerical  strength.  As  regards  scad 
composition  i>h.,  the  Y.C.L.  recruits  more  broadly  bccau« 
as  an  educational  organisation  it  can  and  must  strive,  mo® 
than  the  Party,  to  draw  into  its  ranks  semi -proletarian  ana 
other  toiling  elements  in  town  and  countryside. 

Politically  the  Y.C.L.  is  an  organisation  of  the  wocW*f 
youth  in  town  .uni  country  side.  Hence  the  \ .t  . L.  ^ 

give  the  working  class  elements  the  leading  role  in  the 
and  in  countries  where  industry,  and  therefore  the  u or  1 
class,  is  well  developed  to  rt-eruit  the  majority  of  **S 
bers  from  among  the  young  workers.  The  Pr.  ,a  ;n 
majority  of  the  Leagues  should  be  secured  in  particu  a 
the  lending  cadres  (functionaries).  Whilst  maintaining  ■ 
leading  role  of  the  proletarian  element,  the  Y.C.L.  slnv  M 
draw  into  its  ranks  the  toiling  youth  of  other  social  stra  a , 
well  as  tin*  revolutionary  section  of  the  poor  |*c.iNatil  yo' 
Further,  the  Y.C.L.  admits  into  its  ranks  also  certain 
of  the  proletariat) ised  petty. bourgeois  and  middle  peasan  . < 
who,  by  their  activity,  show  themselves  devoted  to  the  rc»o  i 
tion.  The  Y.C.L.  can  accept  members  from  the  ranks  of 
niid.ll.-  peasantry  on  fl  wider  scale,  only  tinder  the  dicta tnrslHI 
of  the  proletariat  when  the  tusk  with  respect  to  the  nid'  1 
ficaaatitrv  Is  not  only  1 1 . neutralise  them  hut  1<<  hum  !"J 

alliance  with  them.  Although  tlic  Y.C  I.  accept*  only  tMtco 

elements  from  among  tin*  petty. bourgeois  middle  classes  it 
1 rtheless,  carry  out  definite  work  among  them,  the 
(ml. -in-,  included,  In  order  to  obtain  Influence  among  them. 

■wo  YVC,1'  in  ? mBM  organisation,  tin's  docs 

not  eliminate  the  usefulness  of  non. Party  mnAK  organisations 
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of  the  working  youth,  and  of  the  toiling  youth  in  general, 
for  special  tasks.  Precisely  for  the  purpose  of  winning  the 
masses  and  for  the  development  of  the  Y.C.L.  itself  into  a 
mass  organisation,  it  is  necessary,  under  certain  conditions, 
to  initiate  such  special  subsidiary  youth  organisations,  for 
special  tasks  and  fields  of  work.  These  auxiliary  organisa- 
tions are  a sort  of  "transmission  belt”  which  link  up  the 
Y.C.L.  more  closely  with  the  ionises.  They  may  be  inde- 
pendent organisations  or  they  may  be  formed  in  connection 
with,  and  within  the  limits  of,  the  mass  organisations  of  the 
working  • l.igg  &S  ft  whole  (organisations  of  the  fvjx*  of  tlx* 
"Voting  Red  Front,”  special  forms  of  trade  union  organisa- 
tion for  the  youth  -youth  commissions  or  youth  sections; 
sjwirts  organisations;  proletarian  freethinker*.*  organisations; 
cultural  organisations  of  various  types  ; peasant  youth  organ- 
isations etc.).  The  formation  of  such  special  youth  organ- 
isations, or  of  bodies  in  or  alongside  existing  mass  organisa- 
tion*. of  the  workers  as  a whole  (trade  unions,  sports 
organisations,  Red  Front  Fighters  etc.)  must  not  lead  to 
a separation  of  the  youth  from  the  adult  workers.  The 
auxiliary  organisations  do  not  limit  the  activity  of  the 
, a*  a mass  organisation,  as  the  leader  of  the  whole 

toiling  youth  ; the  Y.C.L.  strives  for  actual  leadership  over 
trie  in  (by  fractions,  agreements,  collaboration  etc.)  and  to 
draw  young  members  of  these  organisations  into  the  Y.C.L. 
the  fundamental  aim  and  purpose  of  work  in  such  auxiliary 
organisations  it  to  develop  the  Y.C.L.  itself  Into  the  mass 
organisation  of  the  entire  toiling  youth. 

The  concrete  tasks  of  the  Y.C.L.  in  the  work  of  the 
Turtles  consist  in  tireless  agitation  for  the  fighting  aims  of 
the  Communist  International,  in  supporting  the  Communist 
in  its  dally  work  and  struggles,  in  participation  in 
n|l  revolutionary  activities  of  the  proletariat,  in  discussion 
*pd  explanation  of  current  political  events  and  of  the  ini  me* 
d'lte  tasks  of  the  proletariat,  and  in  active  participation  in 
{ arty  discussions.  The  Y.C.L.  repudiates  the  theory  of 
Y.C.L.  "neutrality'*  in  political  struggle  within  the  Party. 

* hi*,  participation  of  the  Y.C.L.  fa  the  whole  life  of  the 
Party  serves  simultaneously  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
Party  work  and  of  training  the  members  of  the  Y.C.L.  for 
membership  In  the  Party.  Political  activity  must  not  be 
Confined  to  the  higher  Ixxiic*  of  the  Y.C.L.,  but  must  permc- 

the  entire  prg*niiwtioii» 

There  iii  no  eotitnullclioa  bctw«n  the  participation  of 

-JBk*  - Bi 
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X'Pi'  /n  Parlr  H(c  and  thc  special  tasks  of  the  voni 

tocW  demand'*  *]“  Y C L,  «»***  fir  £ 

«r^  ^ Jl  ; V ’ slo^n?l  nnd  «jms  of  the  working  ywtl 

Par*  the  entire  Communist  struggle  and  as  part  o( 
the  general  political  activity.  The  WCX.  does  not  route 
sell  to  putting  forward  general  political  questions  before 
Xi]v  masses  the  working  youth.  It  examines  the  effects 
of  general  political  events  upon  the  youth,  and  on  this  tew 
raises  the  concrete,  political,  economic  and  cultural  qoestioci 
and  (lemands  of  the  young  workers  and  of  the  other  sections 
of  the  toiling  youth.  By  associating  itself  in  a live  way 
with  the  general  political  questions  which  affect  the  workittf 
masses  and  toilers  as  a whole,  the  Y.C.L.  develops  in  this 
way  1 ‘youth  politics/1  a special  struggle  on  youth  question* 
It  devotes  most  of  its  attention  to  the  fight  against  militar- 
ism  and  imperialist  war,  and  for  the  economic  demands  of 
the  youth. 

The  Y.C.L  * fights  relentlessly  for  the  immediate 

demands  of  the  working  and  poor  peasant  youth,  ^ 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  of  the  toiling  masses  in  the  colons  - 
and  closely  connects  its  demands  with  the  fight  for  the 
political  slogan v of  Communism  and  its  final  antis,  1Jv 
utilising  them;  in  order  to  gather  together  the  masses  o.  *- 
working  youth,  and  organise  them  for  the  revoTu  10. - , 
struggle  for  Communist  slogans.  p 

The  Y.C.L.  fights  together  with  the  Communist  ^ 
against  all  special  laws  directed  against  apprentices.  > , 
workers  and  youth  organisations  of  the  toiling  masse  — * 

limit  the  economic  and  political  rights  of  the  youth* 
Y.C.L,  fights  for  complete  freedom  of  meeting  ° *4 

press,  for  full  freedom  for  the  working  and  peasant 
and  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors  to  set  up  their  own  po 
and  economic  organisations-.  The  Y.vX*  demand > 
and  passive  suffrage  to  parliament,  district  councils  *' 
for  both  sexes  upon  reaching  the  age  of  18.  w . 

In  the  epoch  of  imperialism  and  world  revolution,  w - 
n struggle  is  being  conducted  against  the  world  system  <- 
npcriausxn  and  for  the  world  dictatorship  of  the  prole  tan  ■ * 
an  international  organisation  and  leadership  in  the  strugg 
°!  the  working  cl  ass  is  of  decisive  ini  porta  nee*  For  the  wor*^ 
ing  youth  it  is  v sentiiil  to  join  thr  international  fighting 
front  and  to  unite  on  art  international  scale  their  own  forces 
itud  -itiiggles  within  the  frame  of  the  proletarian  class 
struggle,  'J' here  fore,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  *'f  all 
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countries  unite  in  the  Young  Communist  International,  which 
is  in  itself  a part  of  the  world  Communist  Party,  the  Com- 
munist International. 

Principles  of  Organisational  Structure 

The  organisational  structure  of  Communist  vouth 
organisations  corresponds  with  their  revolutionary  role  and 
tasks  in  the  class  struggle.  The  social-democratic  organisa- 
tions which,  already  in  the  pre-war  period,  gave  up  revolu- 
tionary methods  of  class  struggle,  created  an  organisational 
structure  adapted  to  the  reformist  standpoint  and  particularly 
to  parliamentary  elections.  This  structure  unites  their  imm- 
hers,  therefore,  according  to  their  place  of  residence.  This 
form  of  organisation  does  not  ensure  that  the  young  workers 
in  the  organisation  will  play  the  leading  role,  and  it  is  not 
adapted  to  the  development  and  guidance  of  the  revolution- 
®ry  mass  struggle.  The  fact  that  the  structure  of  the  social- 
aeiimcratic  organisations  is  not  based  on  centralism  and  firm 
Msciphne,  and  at  the  same  time  does  not  further  the  develop- 
ment ot  inner  Party-democracy,  is  in  accordance  with  the 
Whole  reformist  conception  of  organisation.  The  Y.C.L. 
iscards  these  obsolete  forms,  and  is  creating  an  organisation 
jipable  of  rallying  the  widest  masses  of  the  toiling  youth 
iV  . i leading  them  in  the  struggle,  as  well  as  ensuring  that 
_c  leading  role  in  the  League  is  plavcd  bv  the  vouth  of 
jne  working  class.  Therefore,  the  basis  of  the  Y.C.L.  is  the 

to*"  <b~''  vv h>ch  co-ordinates  League  members  according 

,hcir  place  of  employment,  and  corresponds  to  all  rcquirc- 
'ne.iis  °f  a basic  unit  of  the  Leagues  both  as  regards  work 
among  the  masses  and  as  regards  inner- longue  work.  Y.C.L. 

of'ftv  FS  "dl°  cnni,°t  be  organised  in  factory  groups  because 
si  H;  nature  of  their  work,  are  organised  in  street  groups. 

*-  reet  Rtotips  are  also  basic  units  of  the  League  organisa- 
,*^ns  [jut  the  centre  of  gravity  and  the  main  role  is  played 
•v  t',c  factory  groups. 

I he  organisation  of  the  Young  Communist  League  is 
.as«d  on  the  principles  of  democratic  centralism.  It  com- 
mies  maximum  independence  and  activity  of  the  members 
? the  organisation  with  strict  discipline.  On  the  basis  of 
internal  dctnocrncy  all  members  participate  in  the  life  of  the 
l.t'agny  and  have  a share  in  the  fixing  of  the  League’s  poILv. 
*****  is  achieved  (when  strict  illegality  docs  not  prevent  it)* 
through  the  election  of  the  leading  bodies,  the  organisation 
league  conference)-  and  congresses  on  a large  scale  the 
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holding  of  discussions  for  the  purpose  of  |irepiricg  Lx 
Ltaguc  decisions  on  various  questions.  The  lower  orgiLy* 
tionii  are  subordinate  to  the  higher,  leadership  in  the  Lei^pe 
is  strictly  centralised  and  all  members  arc  under  the  t&hp- 
tion  of  carrying  out  the  decisions  of  the  organisation  ltd  d 
doing  their  duty  towards  it.  It  is  only  as  a strictly  ctctnl- 
iscd  organisation  that  the  Y.C.L.,  in  conjunction  with  ibt 
Communist  Party,  can  carry  on  a revolutionary  struggle  f® 
the  interests  of  the  working  youth  and  the  genera!  C ce- 
ntum st  aims.  The  proletarian  democracy  which  reigns  a 
the  Y.CX.  is  in  glaring  contrast  with  the  bureaucratic  nuc 
in  the  social-democratic  organisations. 

Although  the  Y.CX.  is  organisationally  indcpenc«<. 
the  closest  organisational  connections  exists  between  i 
the  Communist  Party.  This  connection  is  effected  .j 
mutual  representation  on  all  rungs  of  the  organi  _ ^ 
ladder,  To  secure  Party  leadership  in  the  * ■ ■ j. 
necessary  to  have  an  adequate  number  of  ParU  mcr  . , 
the  Y.CX.  This  is  achieved  by  the  overwhelming  “ J" 
of  the  functionaries  (cadres)  being  simultaneous  \ 
of  the  Communist  Party.  . . ,ur3.;(r 

In  accordance  with  its  political  role  and  cnsljrtj 

as  an  organisation  of  the  working  youth,  the  * * T rok. 
that  the  working  class  membership  plays  t c f.-trsi* 

and,  with  the  exception  of  countries  without  in  ;n  ‘ 
also  the  majority  in  the  League.  Especia  _ (he 

countries  and  countries  with  a big  pca>antr\ , lticniber 
utmost  imjKirtnnce  to  secure  for  the  working  ^ ,,f  ttir 

ship  the  leading  role  in  the  most  important  g 

League.  . voUth  i*> 

In  order  to  extend  a guiding  influence  ° 
the  mass  organisations  of _ adult  and  young  ctc-b 

unions,  stwrt  leagues,  various  auxiliary  or  gam  into 

the  Y.C.L.  organises  its  members  in  these  organ  . ■ and 

Y.CX.  fractions.  The  fractions  are  the  m«utJip*^oi5a- 
most  important  instrument  of  the  V -C.L.  in  * j frac* 
lions.  Strict  discipline  is  maintained  in  the  ■ ■ nrf 
lions,  tliis  is  all  tile  more  necessary'  here  as  the  r*u 
working  in  non -Party  or  even  hostile  surrounding-  • ^ ^ 

fractions  are  subordinated  to  the  leadership  of  tin. 

organisation.  rL 

The  Y.C.L.  docs  not  limit  its  aitirity  to  the  framewor 
<>f  "legality"  ordained  bv  the  bourgeoisie.  In  il<  struggle 
against  capitalism,  the  Y.C.L.  is  con  tin  unify  compelled  to 
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combine  its  open  legal  activity  with  illegal  and  legal 

, . * f * f tin  limits  Llin  now  n ror  It 


by  bourgeois  legality. 

The  Y.C.L.  fully  realises  that  it  is  surrounded  by 
enemies  on  all  sides  and  that  it  must  expectat  any  moment 
to  be  driven  into  illegality  by  the  bourgeoisie.  It  therefore 
prepares  itself  technically  and  politically  for  such  an  eventu- 
ality and  creates  for  itself— in  legal  conditions  too  an 
organised  apparatus,  through  which  it  will  be  able  to  con- 
tinue it>  work  in  case  of  enforced  illegality.  Hut  even  in  a 
state  of  illegality  tlie  Y.CX.  must  remain  a mass  organisa- 
tion, i.e.,  it  must  not  lose  contact  with  and  influence  over 
the  masses.  For  this  purpose  it  creates  various  legal  organ- 
isations {including  political  ones)  of  the  working  vouth.  Hut 
the  Y.C.L,  looks  upon  these  organisations  only  as  legal 
forms  of  work  for  the  illegal  Y.C.L.  The  main  thing  is  to 
ensure  the  leadership  and  development  of  the  Y.C.L.  itself. 
Even  the  fiercest  capitalist  terror,  the  dissolution  of  all  legal 
youth  organisations,  cannot  prevent  the  Y.C.L.  itself _ con- 
tinuing to  be  active  among  the  masses  and  working  untiringly 
w its  aims. 


Contrary  to  the  Social-Democratic  Youth  International, 
^ ‘1'-“  's  only  a loose  federation,  the  Young  Communist 
international  is  built  up  on  principles  of  international  cen- 
tralism. The  decisions  arc  binding  to  the  national  sections, 

/'r  he  Y.C.L  is  a united  international  Young  Communist 
League. 


The  Attitude  of  the  Young  Communist  League  to  Mar. 

Its  Revolutionary  Anti*Militarist  Work. 

Militarism  constitutes  one  of  the  most  ini|>ortaiit  and 
Po-vcrful  constituent  part*  of  capitalist  society.  In  the  im- 
perialist phase  of  capitalist  development,  militarism  assumes 
colossal  and  unprecedented  dimensions  and  strives  to  directly 
0r  indirectly  embrace  the  entire  population  by  means  *'f  a 
widc  net  of  organisations.  Militarism  docs  not  coniine  itself 
mprcly  to  forming  mililarv  organisations.  It  strives  to  mill- 
tarj-e  the  entire  life  of  the  population  and  to  subordinate  it 
\0  it*  objects.  Militarism  has  a twofold  purpose:  on  the  one 
“Slid  it  is  used  as  a wca|K)^  the  toilers  *it  home t 

the  oppressed  colonial  peoples , and  against  the 

Socialist  Soviet  Republics ; on  the  other  hand,  it  is  used 
imperialist  coin l^'ti tors* 
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III  the  epoch  of  the  world  revolution  miliurica  4iMi 
itself  more  openly  than  iter  before  against  the  working  to 
•inti  the  oppressed  colonial  peoples;  it  become*  a rxiad 
KtrujEglc  against  the  Soviet  Union,  and  an  instraac*  a 
White  Terror.  A series  of  reorganisation  measures  U k.:; 
carried  out  by  the  bourgeoisie  in  order  to  tit  tfce  cr 
armies  for  the  tasks  of  the  new  epoch.  More  and 
imperialists  are  proceeding  to  reduce  the  number  ol  Wj 
soldiers,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  permanent 
sional  soldiers,  as  well  as  to  create  an  extensive 
reserves  and  to  effect  the  militarisation  of  the  entire 
tion.  By  this  means  the  imperialist  armies  are  10  ."J 
the  tied  made  more  mobile  and  more  capable  0 . - _.f 

Against  the  toiling  masses.  The  entire  civil  _ ■ 

being  drawn  into  the  preparation  for  imperial^  ^ 
Hence,  the  struggle  against  militarism  j*  . fUf 
against  one  of  the  most  powerful  {°^n  aod  cousU? 

rule.  The  great  mass  of  toiling  >’ou,‘'  -ts  vjctims,  fa* 
side,  from  whose  ranks  militarism  dra  , 
the  imnirui  materiel  with  which  the  „r|v  ck» 

filled.  Militarism  seeks  to  poison  the  >.ou  1 ^mro!  « 

hood  and  to  ideologically  and  organisational  tirfk* 

Therefore,  . primary  Utek  of  A 

struKplc  again..  militarism  and  working  ^ 

milsuriat  activity  amooK  the  ««*•  «* 


militarist  activity  among  the  masse  f thc  annv. 
peasant  youth  both  inside  and  outst  c . ||gj  soc^ 

Especially  on  the  question  of  mibf  ,p  0f  t* 

r *■  at  1..^  nertf*  nVCT  IQ 


Especially  on  tlie  question  . call,p  oi  > . 

dcmocraci"  proven  that  it  has  gone  ovc  .'mperial'51  ’ 
tx>urgeoisie.  After  its  great  betrayal  i ^nitarism.  I 

war,  it  to-day  not  only  does  not  fig  ^hvotxritical  P*^ 
actively  aup^orU  it.  Deapitc  the  use  _ a^ 

phrases,  this  support  becomes  more  and  m JJjJJ,  of  .** 

democracy  openly  endorses  the  principle  > militansi^ 

bourgeois  fatherland,  and  thereby  the  nce  _ • reorgan^^ 

It  even  takes  an  active  part  inj CO nfoh dating  ana  ^ ■ 

the  military  system.  , *ii*.  various 

Tbc  Sociali-a  Vwiit It  International  and  the  goc 

vouth  organisations  fully  share  tins  ,cl'.  false  doctn 
Democratic  Parties,  ami  supplement  it  W « trajning  dir 
of  •VoiubattingM  and  "remov  ««”  ™*r,  lh «**«>»  J”1"  >it 
< hiM.cn  and  youth  of  the  working  ‘,«***n  » JJJ'**  '£  a_ 
Joint  tv  with  petty  .bourgeois  arid  bourgeois  « • • . 

even  t..KHl.vf  with  bourgeois  governments  Owmselves, 
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democracy  uses  varying  grades  of  pacifism  as  * cloak  Uforc 
the  masses.  Pacifism,  which  claims  to  reject  all  warn,  an“ 
any  application  of  armed  force,  and  which  pretends  that  this 
can  be  achieved  gradually  by  peaceful  means  through  disarma- 
ment and  the  persuasion  of  mankind,  regardless  of  classes,  -mu 
without  the  abolition  of  the  capitalist  social  order  , is  a hopeless 
Utopia  and  a deception  of  the  toiling  masses.  It  is  used  by 
the  bourgeoisie  and  Its  willing  servants  as  a means  of  deceiv- 
ing the  war-weary  masses,  and  of  keeping  them  in  ignorance  of 
the  preparations  for  new  imperialist  wars.  There  will  be 
wars  as  long  as  the  imperialist  system  exists  The  bour- 
geoisie, fighting  for  the  division  of  the  world  and  fearing 
the  proletarian  revolution,  will  continue  to  wage  Imperialist 
and  civil  war  until  the  victorious  proletariat  takes  control. 
Imperialist  peace  conferences  and  anti-war  pacts  are  used  by 
the  capitalists  only  to  disguise  war  preparations  and  im- 
perialist intrigues.  The  League  of  Nations  is  a dangerous 
instrument  of  the  big  imperialist  Powers  thirsting  for  war 
and  war  booty.  Pacifism  is  of  the  greatest  harm  to  the  work- 
■ class  since,  without  disarming  the  bourgeoisie,  it  robs 
1 c °pprc.ssed  classes  of  weapons,  steeps  them  in  illusions 

and  surrenders  them  unarmed  to  class  foes,  who  are  armed  to 
Uie  teeth. 


I*cnin  in  this  connection  said  to  the  youth  : An  op- 

pressed class  which  does  not  endeavour  to  possess  and  learn 
10  Mndle  arms  would  deserve  to  be  treated  as  slaves.  We 
vi i! u id  become  bourgeois  pacifists  or  opportunists  if  we  forget 
that  we  arc  living  in  a class  society,  and  that  the  only  way 
1 lllr°ugh  class  struggle  and  the  overthrow  of  the  power 
t,lc  ™Ung  class.  Our  slogan  must  be:  -i  Arming  of  the 
Proletariat,  to  conquer,  expropriate  and  disarm  the  hour- 
tittHsje,  Only  after  the  proletariat  has  disarmed  the  bour- 
geoisie will  it  be  able,  without  betraying  its  historic  task, 
10  * brow  all  arms  on  the  scrap  heap.  This  the  proletariat  will 
undoubtedly  do.  But  only  then,  and  on  no  account  sooner/' 

The  Communists  fight  for  the  establishment  of  a Com- 
munist society,  and  therefore  for  the  abolition  oi  armed  com- 
pulsion and  wars.  But  so  long  as  the  capitalist  sv stem  exists 
hnsc  socialists  cannot  simply  be  against  every  war,  without 
thereby  ceasing  to  lie  socialists.*'  (Lenin.)  It  is  necessary  to 
differentiate  between  three  kinds  of  war  : (a)  Wars  carried  on 
by  the  imperialist  States  between  themselves  ; {h)  national  revo- 
lutionary liberation  wars  above  all  in  the  colon  its  and  semi- 
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jS^sterrsf  «** 

~ourD,rie5  wi,,:re  the  JwSSfsS 

and  fio Jj i L^;iU;"' ^ 1 S arc  ^ca<dy  enemies  of  impcrialirt  i« 

pcrialist  war  dancer  S!?'  t,ctc.r,»ination  a8ainst  ^ ®* 

the v *i  * ®cr  an"  t"c  imperialist  wars  themselves.  Bn 

uni  isimrc  on  !C!r  . support  to  national  revoluticmrr 

in  the  *, ' ■ ° * !e  uni  s OI  *hc  oppressed  peoples,  especial  j 

organic  > °!ef  and  semi-colonies,  against  imperialism.  Tbcj 
r,  |H t|‘,nt*  ead  ,V1C  rev°lulionary  war  of  tile  working  cliu 

Sn"  • f ,,IC  l'al)ltidist  counter-revolution,  and  of  the  Social 

onn»t- « vCPuol»cs  against  the  imperialist  Powers,  who  in 

_•  ‘I1  V plotting  attacks  on  the  Soviet  Republics  with  th 

. estroying  them.  The  Communists  publicly  decha 

tlu*  t mt°rt  . * to  overthrow  the  capitalist  system  and  cstabhe 

tir;  !*r°  c*arian  dictatorship,  the  armed  uprising  of  the 

l 3S  necessary.  Only  by  the  victory  of  proletarian  arc-. 

tC  ormatum  of  a Red  Army  and  the  armed  defences 

th  . ,cve™«nts  of  the  revolution  against  all  attempt  « 

m4nt.  U^^0,SIC|  will  the  proletariat  gradually  be  able  to  !<** 

will*  t0'\ards  a classless  society  in  which  the  use  of  if®* 
be  a thing  forgotten. 

t */>r,the  protection  of  the  proletarian  dictatorship-^ 
b— on.a  staKc  towards  a classless  Communist  society,  * 
"’ttbout  wars — the  workers  must  be  armed  and  orga®' 

class-*-,  ‘l  vC<  Army,  tin's  army  is,  according  to  its  role  a ' 

arrnx- nVL.niT,Mt,v;s  v,,tirtlly  different  from  any  boorgf®^ 
toeetli^r  A r^y  the  armed  work  in#  class  *vIih^ 

Of  its  * 1 t.  t ,c  Joiltng  peasantry,  defends  the  domiu*ti 
peaceful  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and  t_> 

°f  sialism.  Only  toilers  have  the 
the  same  elaja^a a?  serve  in  it.  Its  commanders  conic  ftf® 

meS,  for  ,L?,ks*  <?”d  il  *«  itself  one' of  the  most  powerful 
iag  masses.  c<Jucatl011  and  cultural  development  of  the  toll- 

war  one  oY ihechU-TnimloYiL  stru**lc  ^ imperial^ 
«*ert  all  forces  to  prevent  SLl£i 35  ,Ktencc-  The  Communist 
by  mobilising  th^nuMM  ipenahat  wars  from  breaking  oul. 

by  work  inside  the  armies  them**?*  action  against  war  and 
proletariat  lacking  the  necMsar^rcf  ,i  1,1  t,K‘  t vc,,t  °[  fy* 

n8th  lo  prevent  or  del®? 
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the  imperialist  war  breaking  out,  Communists  work  with  tin- 
utmost  energy  for  the  transformation  of  the  imperialist  war 
into  a civil  war  in  order  to  overthrow  imperialism  by  means 
of  a victorious  proletarian  revolution. 

In  the  struggle  against  imperialist  war  by  means  of  the 
mass  actionjof  the  working  class,  Communists  propagate  also 
mass  strikes  and  a general  strike.  However,  the  transforma- 
tion of  the  general  strike  slogan  from  a propaganda  slogan 
into  an  immediate  slogan  of  action  depends  upon  circum- 
stances, since  the  Communists  clearly  recognise  that  a genera! 
strike  for  the  prevention  of  war  immediately  raises  the  ques- 
tion  of  power  and  of  an  armed  clash  with  the  imperialist  State 
apparatus.  Therefore,  the  Communists  reject  the  hypo- 
critical phrases  of  the  “left”  social-democrats,  who,  without 
Pr*Parat*otl  in  the  army  and  amongst  the  masses,  without 
a day-to-day  fight  against  the  danger  of  imperialist  wars, 
without  being  in  any  way  prepared  to  raise  the  question  of 
ly-vcr,  declare  that  they  will  “answer”  the  outbreak  of  war 
^UIi  a general  strike.  By  these  means  the  “left”  soeial- 

aemocrats  restrain  the  working  class  from  any  serious 
s|rQ8glc  against  imperialist  war,  and  lull  it  into  security, 
■wen  will  and  readiness  to  fight  is  imperative,  and  thus  give 
most  effectively  support  to  the  bourgeois  in  their  prepara- 
tions^ for  new  imperialist  wars. 

1 he  Communists  decisively  repudiate  the  slogan  of  “The 
neience  of  the  Fatherland" — when  this  is  used  in  respect  of 
c t apitalist  State— as  signifying  an  endorsement  of  imperial- 
1*t  war-  On  the  contrary,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  working 
class  of  every  country  which  is  waging  an  imperialist  war, 
lo  stand  for  the  defeat  of  its  own  bourgeoisie,  in  order  the 
TCr,rc  rapidly  to  overthrow  it  and  thus  be  able  to  end  the  ;rn- 
Pcnalist  war.  The  Communists  therefore  propagate  revolu- 
tionary defeatism  in  imperialist  wars.  The  Communists  agi- 
tate for  the  fraternisation  of  the  soldiers  of  the  imperialist 
armies  which  are  arrayed  against  each  other. 

The  Communists,  however,  decisively  declare  themselves 
*,hT  defence  of  a revolutionary  socialist  f;ithc*]4od  against 

imperialism.  The  Union  of  Socialist  Soviet  Republics  is  the 
^ialist  fatherland  of  the  toilers  of  the  whole  world.  The 
Communists  likewise  recognise  the  revolutionary  right  and 
duty  iff  national  defence  against  imperialism  for  the  rebellious 
Oppressed  peoples  of  the  colonies  and  semi-colonies.  In  a 
struggle  between  the  imperialist  Powers  and  the  Socialist 
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SovMCt  Kentihli.-v  rt-  . 

movemen|Pof  thc’oDDw^  ***?*'  \ nati°011  rcvolut^  ■ 

tlcht  for  fh,.  „■  a *,^>r^SS1c<  P^pks.  the  working  diss  am 

IS Vfor  «iiVV!  0r^  °-  thC  revolu^«^y  side,  and  work  w 
nf  • . tcrmsation  but  for  the  going  over  of  the  troop* 

the  imperialist  Powers  to  the  side  of  the  revolution. 

I * TJ1*  Communists  reject  the  anarcho-syndicalist  slogan  of 
individual  refusal  to  serve,  or  the  1 -military  strike/1  Tky 
do  this  in  the  spirit  of  the  teaching  of  Lenin , who  had  the 
proletarian  mother  speak  to  her  sou  in  the  following  manner : 

\ou  will  soon  be  grown  up.  They  will  givcyouafltt- 
I ake  it  and  learn  how  to  use  it.  This  knowledge  is  necessary 
for  the  proletariat  : not  in  order  to  shoot  down  their  brothers, 
the  workers  of  other  countries,  but  in  order  to  fight  agaifiA 
the  bourgeoisie  of  their  own  country,  in  order  to  put  as  esc 
to  exploitation,  poverty  and  wars,  not  by  means  of  p * 
wishes,  but  by  victory  over  the  bourgeoisie  and  by  disarm- 
ing it.” 

Similarly,  "Boycott  of  the  war  is  a stupid  P,ira**\ 
(Lenin.)  The  effect  of  individual  refusal  to  serve  if  to 
the  army  from  precisely  the  revolutionary  elements  ' ■ 
working  class,  and  thereby  to  prevent  the  influencing  ■ 
masses  of  toilers  in  the  armv  bv  means  of  revolutionary  c 
planatory  work  and  organisation. 

lu  its  struggle  against  the  imperialist  system  P . 
tariat  strives  to  enlighten  the  proletarian  and  seim-P1*1^  w 
elements  of  the  bourgeois  army,  and  to  draw  it  over  o _ 
side  ; to  divert  the  soldiers*  rifles  from  against  the  w^r  . 
class  and  to  turn  them  against  the  ruling  class- 
the  army  plays  a particularly  important  role,  since  otflv  - 
the  * ‘creation  of  a secret  organisation  of  revolutionists  an  , 
•rmy”  Lenin),  iA\,  in  the  first  place  of  Communist  fluctc. 
together  with  the  mass  action  of  the  working  class,  can  i_ 
perialist  war  be  combatted  and  the  premises  be  created 
the  victory  of  the  proletarian  revolution. 

The  Y.C.L.,  jointly  with  the  C.P.,  puts  the  following 
tasks  foremost  In  its  anti-militarist  work  : 

(.j^  Defence  of  the  Soviet  Union  against  the  attacks  ^ 
the  capitalists. 

(hi  Active  participation  in  the  liberation  struggle  ol  the 
Opprc  %ed  peoples  a gain  si  i nj  pc  rial  is  in . 
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(r)  Revolutionary  work  in  the  bourgeois  army  through 
the  organisation  of  nuclei,  revolutionary  circles  and  groups, 
work  among  the  recruits  and  regular  troops,  among  the 
reserves  and  colonial  occupation  troops,  among  organisations 
for  military  training:  educational  propaganda  against  war, 
militarism,  and  the  utilisation  of  the  army  in  the  service  of 
capitalism. 


(d)  Struggle  against  the  militarisation  of  the  youth, 
carried  on  bv  the  bourgeoisie.  This  militarisation  is  carried 
out  in  various  forms,  the  most  important  of  which  arc  the 
measures  for  the  military  training  of  the  youth . While  in 
some  cases  the  bourgeois  military  training  of  the  youth  is 
obligatory,  there  arc  cases  when  the  bourgeoisie  endeavours 
to  conceal  the  true  character  of  this  militarisation,  by  either 
establishing  or  encouraging  various  so-called  neutral  and 

voluntary  organisations  for  the  military  training  of  the  youth. 

n l*lc  majority  of  cases,  however,  even  in  the  case  of  volun- 
tary  youth  organisations,  economic  and  political  pressure  is 
rough t to  bear  on  the  young  people,  so  as  to  induce  them  to 
'0,n  these  organisations. 


The  Y.C.L,  combats  both  compulsory  and  voluntary 
f,»rms  of  bourgeois  military  training  of  the  youth,  not  in  the 
pint  pacifism,  but  from  the  standpoint  of  the  class 
. tru8f>lc-  Hence  it  sets  up  against  bourgeois  military  tr.iin- 
||ig  its  own  voluntary  military  training  of  the  working  class 
‘■  rough  its  own  proletarian  organisations.  It  bases  this  ffltt:- 
u<lcon  Lenin's  demand  for  : “The  right  of  voluntary  assoew- 
;:',ns  for  every  hundred  inhabitants  of  a given  country,  for 
"c  purpose  of  studying  warfare,  with  free  selection  ot  in- 
structors, paid  out  of  State  funds,  etc.  It  is  on1)’  under  such 
editions  that  the  proletariat  can  learn  the  art  of  war  for 
* °wn  benefit,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  its  sUv-choldcrs. 
®Uth  study  undoubtedly  is  in  the  interests  of  the  proletariat. 

Where  military  training  of  the  youth  is  compulsory  the 
)C.L.  adopts  a similar  attitude  towards  it  M to ’the  army 
‘tsc  of  which  such  training  is  a component  part-  J » >* 

‘Pphes  to  entry  into  these  organisations,  as  well  as  dis- 
lnt*erating  woSE  within  them-  The  Y.C.L.  tells  the  young 
-«yVr«l«  in  Urn.  «WUU>. >■>  iota 

& Tho  Y:cXo  oT..-  ai.  &&+££ 

^t'uSKSfcb  it  carrier  on  from  outside,  also  orK.niscs 
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tr!  WC,lkiC,U  and  disintc8Tativ«  from  within.  It  » 

mdmisdUe  to  renounce  internal  disintegrative  work  ■ 

n-  iu^y  training  organisations  for  the  youth,  i.#.,  to  pm<K 
educational  and  organisational  work  among  the  young  workm 
in  these  organisations. 

t*'1  Struggle  for  thcpolitical  am)  economic  rights  of  (it 
soldiers*  While  the  Y.C.L*  fights  militarism  in  principle  iv 
nevertheless,  does  not  fail  to  fijjht  for  the  immediate  pma- 
demands  for  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  of  the  soldicn 
and  sailors,  just  as  it  lights  for  the  young  workers  is  tk 
factories  and  fields.  It  links  up  the  struggle  for  these  ptrtul 
demands  with  the  struggle  for  its  final  aims.  It  chain jkcd 
full  political  and  trade  union  rights  for  the  soldiers  and  saikrs. 
higher  wages,  vacations,  the  right  to  wear  civil  garb 
off  duty,  the  election  of  officers  by  the  soldiers,  the  about** 
of  court-martials,  the  formation  and  recognition  of  spccu- 
< ommittces  of  reservists,  soldiers  and  sailors,  the  formation  w | 
soldiers1  trade  unions, 

Hie  Y.C.L,  also  defends  the  interests  of  the  profession^ 
soldiers  w ho,  as  a result  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  imp^n  ^ 
armies,  attain  an  ever  greater  importance*  It  combats  * ie 
lalist  policy  of  keeping  the  conscripted  and  profess 
soldiers  apart  from  each  other,  and  seeks  to  unite  t®6® 
a common  front  against  the  imperialist  army  system- 

The  soldiers*,  reservists*  and  sailors*  eonumttees 
champion  these  partial  demands,  and  rally  broad  0*^2  ^ 
the  troops  in  a struggle  for  their  achievement ; tiK  ^ 
fights  for  the  legalisation  and  recognition  of  ihcw 
mittces,  but  also  creates  them  illegally  where  they  a 
recognised  or  permitted  by  the  bourgeois  authorities.  ; 

IK*riod  of  immediate  struggle  for  power  the  former 
soldicn*  councils  (Soviets)  is  essential. 

The  Y.C.L.  struggles  for  the  reduction  of  the  " 
service  period*  It  Jinks  up  this  demand  with  its  m _ ^ 
aims,  and  makes  perfectly  clear  its  attitude  in  pnfK*P  i 
warn  and  the  imperialist  array,  thus  making  this 
?JCV"  for  tllc  disintegration  of  i\lv  imperialist  tnny  iy*^ 
l he  concrete  form  of  such  a demand,  and  the  right 
for  issuing  it  depends  on  various  circumstances,  iuclB®1  ► 
the  mood  of  the  mass  of  soldiers  and  workers. 

. The  Y C:T'-.  however,  draws  a sharp  distinction 
the  Communist  demand  for  the  reduction  of  the  >tiih«af? 
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service  period  and  the  various  bourgeois  and  social  democratic 
proposals  for  such  reductions.  The  latter  are  purely  dema- 
gogic demands,  and  in  most  cases  correspond  to  the  measures 
of  the  imperialists  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  army  with  a 
view  to  increasing  its  effectiveness.  The  Y.C.L.  exposes 
ami  combats  such  proposals,  as  part  of  the  imperialist  w 
preparations,  by  setting  against  them  its  own  demands  and 
fundamental  slogans. 

(/)  The  struggle  against  the  military  organisations 
(Fascist  militia,  national  defence  corps,  Stahlhelm,  Reichs- 
banner,  Schutzbund,  etc.),  which  arc  specially  established  by 
the  bourgeoisie  for  the  oppression  of  the  proletariat,  and  for 
which  the  reactionary  military  and  nationalist  youth  organisa- 
tions serve  as  reserves.  In  the  event  of  an  imperialist  war 
‘hey  are  called  upon  by  the  bourgeoisie  as  auxiliary  military 
forces.  The  Y.C.L.,  together  with  the  Communist  Party, 
Juggles  for  their  disarmament  and  sets  up  special  prole- 
tarian defence  organisations  for  the  protection  of  the  working 
class. 

Or)  Work  in  war  industries.  The  decisive  role  of  in- 
dustry in  the  coming  imperialist  wars,  demands  without 
delay,  systematic  organised  activity  among  the  young  workers 
the  war  industries  (engineering,  chemical  industry,  trans- 
port, etc.),  so  that  Communist  groups  can  be  formed  in  these 
industries. 

I he  Y.C.L. *s  conduct  extensive  propaganda  and  agita- 
tion among  the  broad  masses  of  the  working  youth,  and 
especially  among  those  toilers  in  the  army,  for  these  general 
•i:;d  partial  demands  against  militarism. 

The  Struggle  of  the  Young  Communist  League  for  the 
Economic  Demands  of  the  Young  Workers 

Any  fundamental  improvement  in  the  situation  of  the 
forking  youth  is  impossible  under  capitalism.  Furthermore, 
during  the  period  of  the  decay  of  capitalism,  in  which  the 
bourgeoisie  strives  to  depress  the  standard  of  living  of  the 
proletariat  as  much  as  possible,  dl  the  forces  of  capitalism 

directed  towards  resisting  even  the  slightest  attempt  .it 
improvement.  The  epoch  of  imperialist  decay  brings  with 
it  ati  enormous  decline  in  the  conditions  of  the  working  youth. 
Hence  the  working  youth  can  expect  no  real  change  in  its 
Conditions  of  work  and  education  except  through  the  victory 
the  proletariat. 
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UVl  this  does  not  s‘K«ify  that  the  Y.C.L.  gives  up  tk 
struggle  to  change  the  situation  and  working  conditions  of 
the  youth  in  capitalist  society. 

I'.ven  prior  to  the  assumption  of  power  by  the  proletariat 
the  \ .C.I„  struggles  for  the  partial  demands  and  improvement 
of  the  situation  of  the  working  youth , proceeding  from  the  vie*- 
point  that  these  demands  represent  an  immediate  and  viul 
need  of  the  masses,  irrespective  of  their  reconcilability  "ith 
the  capitalist  profit  system.  To  the  extent  that  this  struggle 
contrasts  the  vital  needs  of  the  masses  with  the  interests  of 
Capitalist  society,  the  working  youth  becomes  conscious  that 
without  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and  the  establishment 
of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  the  fulfilment  of  the  whole 
of  their  demands  cannot  be  attained. 

The  Y.C.L.  defends  the  partial  demands  and  interests 
of  the  working  youth  in  real  struggle,  whereas  the  soct® 
democratic  youth  organisations  utilise  the  economic  slogans  _ 
the  young  workers  only  for  demagogic  purposes,  , 1 s.  . 

reality  doing  nothing  for  the  betterment  of  the  situation  o _ 
working  youth.  The  socialist  youth  organisations 
in  tlie  class-collaboration,  reformist  policy  oi  -jt;. 

Democratic  Tarty  and  trade  union  bureaucracy,  wnic  i _ V 
tatvs  and  makes  possible  the  capitalist  attack  on  the  wo.- 
class.  This  is  becoming  most  clearly  shown  by ' t IC* 
latjoration  with  bourgeois  organisations  in  the  ^ 

sphere  loo  the  National  Committee  of  the  German 

Leagues). 

The  most  important  partial  demands  of  the  \ .C-L. 
young  workers  are  : ,. 

. Prohibition  of  child  labour  under  the  age  of  i4>  JL.1  ^ 
indirect  wage  labour  in  domestic  industry  and  agricult  ■ 

t Ihligatorv  vocational  training  for  the  youth  up 
age  of  iS  in  factory  schools,  with  full  pay-  f*1®  _ 

schools  shall  include  : (a)  apprentice  department  or  aj»j*ri  , 
workshops  in  the  factories ; (6)  theoretical  training  3 , 

physical  culture  ; (e)  work  in  the  factory  itself  as  a p*rt 
the  school  programme. 

Trade  union  regulation  of  all  apprenticeship  and  lalK*^ 
questions  in  these  fnctorj’  schools,  and  workers*  control  ovC 
these  factory  schools  (through  the  trade  unions  factor v ::1. 
nmtec  ..  youth  delegates).  In  such  factory  schools  the  rn, 
of  the  education  of  the  youth  will  be  lengthened  beyond  the 
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present  school  ago,  «■'  cighlMnth  or  at  least  sixteenth 

'^Maximum  work  clay  of  six  hours  for  the  youth  under 
,8  with  a four-hour  day  for  those  between  14  and  16. 

After  the  six  and  four-hour  day  is  introduced  wages 

must  remain  as  for  the  full  eight  hours. 

Struggle  against  low  wages  for  young  workers,  for  higher 
wages,  and  the  minimum  wage  with  the  existence  minimum 
as  the  lowest  level. 

For  all  young  and  adult  workers  of  both  sexes  equal 
pay  for  equal  work.  Progressive  wage  increases  for  appren- 
tices during  the  j>criod  of  apprenticeship. 

A 44-hour  week-end  rest  period. 

Abolition  of  the  speed-up  system  and  piecework,  which  is 
physically  harmful  to  the  youth. 

A four  weeks'  vacation,  with  pay,  annually  for  all 
workers  under  the  age  of  iS,  and  opportunities  for  recreation 
in  holiday  homes,  sanatoria,  etc.,  free  of  charge  to  the  youth. 

Prohibition  of  night  work  under  the  age  of  20. 

Prohibition  of  the  employment  of  young  workers  under 
the  age  of  20  in  occupations  and  enterprises  and  task s harm  ful 
to  health,  or  too  hard  for  young  people  (glass  factories,  under- 
ground work  in  mines,  certain  branches  of  the  chemical  in- 
dustry, etc.). 

Special  labour  protection  for  girls. 

Adequate  and  frequent  rest  intervals  during  working 
hours  in  rationalised  enterprises. 

Introduction  or  development  under  workers  control  of 
social  insurance  at  the  expense  of  the  employer  and  the  State. 

Against  the  system  of  penalties  and  punishment  (fines 
aad  corporal  punishment). 

W ork  and  opportunities  of  training  for  the  unemployed 
youth.  Hiring  of  unemployed  youths  in  factories  and  work- 
shops with  a guarantee  of  the  continuation  of  vocational  train- 
ing ond  full  pay.  Otherwise  adequate  unemployment  insur- 
ance on  the  basis  of  the  existence  minimum. 

A s regards  apprenticeship  : 

Abolition  of  individual  apprenticeship  agreements  and 
the  inclusion  of  apprentices  in  the  collective  agreements. 

Prevention  of  the  abuses  of  apprenticeship  labour  by 
exact  definition  of  the  right  to  employ  apprentices  (maximum 
number  of  apprentices  to  a definite  number  of  workers,  strict 
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punishment  of  abuses  or  violation  of  workday  and  youth  m 
tcction  laws). 

Ivstabltshmcnt  of  collective  training  workshops  for  i 
number  of  handicraft  and  small  enterprises,  in  which  a put 
of  the  workday  must  be  spent* 

Prohibition  of  the  use  of  apprentices  for  work  not  oce- 
ueeted  with  the  trade  being  learned « prohibition  of  enfored 
board  and  lodging . 

Reorganisation  of  existing  vocational  schools  by  w* 
necting  them  with  industry.  The  right  of  the  stndect- 
apprcnticcs  to  share  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  syllabus, 
administration,  etc,,  by  means  of  councils  elected  by  them  u 
the  apprentice  workshops,  factory  schools  ami  continuity 
schools. 

Strict  control  over  vocational  training  and  apprentice^  -? 
as  a whole  by  the  working-class  bodies  (trade  unions,  fa*. t- 
committees,  factory  youth  delegates,  etc.). 

Equal  opportunities  of  training  for  boys  and  git** - f 
V C1.  furthermore  demands  that  from  the  moment  they 
their  employment  the  youth  shall  have  active 
suffrage  in  elections  to  the  factory  committees*  . 

The  circumstances  in  which  the  Y.C.L.  uses  an>  ° . 
demands  as  a concrete  fighting  slogan  depends  up0®  , 
situation  and  the  mood  of  the  working  youth,  the  inntieu  _ 
the  league,  the  degree  of  ripeness  of  the  class  strugg  l*  c 
in  the  respective  country,  * f 

Thus,  although  the  Y.CX.  is  for  the  introduction  ^ 
prolongation  of  a real  and  thorough  vocational  traming*^ 
demands  in  particular  cases  a shortening  of  the  c®Pf  _ ; 
apprenticeship  period  to  two  years.  Similarly  the  f 

the  workday  for  apprentices  and  young  workers  is  not  the  ^ ^ 

:n  all  countries.  Where  continuation  or  vocational  ^ 11 
exist,  the  YX\Lf  must  advocate  the  inclusion  of  school  ® 
m working  tunc  and  full  payment  for  these  hours  as  P®  - 
the  workday.  T he  Y.C.L*  must  also  participate  in  the  <■ 

Hig  of  wage  agreements  where  they  concern  the  youth*  * 
Y.C.L.  defends  every  demand  of  the  young  workers  in  u* 
factories  and  mills, 

^he  fate  of  the  working  youth  is  bound  up  with  t hot  o 
the  working  class  as  a whole,'  The  economic  struggle  of  tW 
working  youth  can  be  crowned  with  success  only  if  earn** 
om  jointly  with  the  struggle  of  the  adult  workers  and  with 
UKir  support.  The  adult  workers  must  support  the  fighting 
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youth  since  the  interests  of  the  young  workers  are  the  interests 
of  the  entire  proletariat,  and  their  own  immediate  interests 
are  involved  in  the  economic  struggles  of  the  young  workers. 
Likewise,  the  working  youth  and  its  leader,  the  \ PC.L.f 
must  take  an  active  part  in  all  the  struggles  of  the  working 
class  for  partial  demands  against  capitalism. 

The  Y.C.L*  repudiates  decisively  the  reformist  viewpoint 
that  apprentices  and  young  workers  shall  not  be  drawn  into 
the  labour  struggle,  a viewpoint  which  degrades  the  appren- 
tices and  young  workers  to  the  position  of  strike-breakers. 
Young  workers  and  apprentices  must  take  part  in  all  strikes 
and  struggles  whether  limited  to  one  factory  or  industry,  or 
spread  over  the  entire  working  class*  Consequently  the  young 
workers  must  also  be  represented  in  the  fighting  organs  of  the 
workers,  formed  in  the  struggle  against  capital. 

Since  the  struggle  of  the  working  youth  for  their  economic 
demands  is  only  a part  of  the  struggle  of  the  workers  as  a 
the  Y.C.L,  does  not  set  itself  the  task  of  waging 
inis  struggle  independently.  It  must  try  to  secure  the  help 
rjJ  the  adult  workers  and  the  trade  unions.  It  is  true  that 
*flc  Y.C.L,  strives,  together  with  theC.P.,  and  within  the- 
rmits of  the  struggle  as  a whole,  to  obtain  the  leadership  of 
the  lighting  young  workers,  yet  as  a rule  the  Y.C.L*  itself 
cannot  be  the  only  bearer  of  this  struggle  against  capitalism. 

Cases  of  independent  youth  action  are,  however,  possible, 
especially  where  the  reformist  trade  union  bureaucracy 
sabotages,  or  in  countries  where  the  youth  has  not  much 
trade  union  organisation,  in  these  cases  the  Y.C*L.  must  be 
ln  front  line  of  the  struggle.  The  Y.C.L-  must  especially 
put  itself  at  the  head  of  the  youth  strikes,  and  when  feasible, 
organise  such  strikes  itself.  It  must  at  the  same  time  strive 
*°  get  the  support  of  the  adult  workers  to  force  the  trade 
umons  to  take  up  the  fight  and  to  organise  the  unorganised 
youth  into  the  trade  unions.  In  general  the  task  of  defend* 

\nU  youth  demands  against  the  capitalists  must  be  solved 

jointly  bv  the  trade  unions  ami  the  \ ,C  .L* 

The  trade  unions  are  the  broad  mass  organisations  for 
defence  of  the  economic  interests  of  both  the  adult  and 
young  workers.  As  such  they  constitute  under  revolutionary 
leadership  one  of  the  most  important  schools  of  Communism 
for  the  working  masses-  This  applies  to-day  only  to  some 
trade  unions,  and  in  the  nrst  |te  to  the ^ sertwa  of  the  Red 
International  of  labour  Unions.  U hlle  the  red  trade  unions 
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.vormnm-  inttTelteof th  8gLC  *8*“?  trust  capital  lor  tit 
with  the  fi««i  ^ f heLw^crs,  and  link  up  this 

ulr  i,  workin®  the  tradc^S 

the  kn,,  * t leadershtp  are  gradually  becoming  a part  d 

uorL-j-r  • *'re°1  S r *alCl  an(l  pursue  the  task  of  keeping  Ac 
■ . . uway  from  the  class  struggle.  Class  collaborates 

ea  ol  class  struggle  is  their  principle.  Industrial  pue 

and  eonuni Knrv  A r ci 


u«<li.-r  of  ,‘hc  workin*  cla“.  StnfcS 

the  linimmk  t leadership  are  gradually  becoming  a part  cf 

uwU.  ??  State  and  pursue  the  task  of  keeping  lit 


m compulsory  arbitration  are  the  new  fetters  with  whkfc 
,,  e ^tormist  trade  union  bureaucrats,  in  full  harmony  *iii 
C employers,  wish  to  enslave  the  working  class. 

The  class-collaboration,  reactionary  pro-State  policy  * * 
- c rc*ortnist  trade  union  bureaucrats  is  clearly  expre*** 
*n  their  hostile  attitude  to  the  voting  workers'  struggle.  M(£ 
o the  trade  unions,  under  reformist  leadership,  are  s-- 
burdened  with  narrow  craft  sentiment,  and  oppose  the  adc^ 
sion  of  young  workers  and  apprentices  into  the  unions,  cf 
exclude  them  up  to  a certain  age  from  membership.  In  nu-r 
cases  young  trade  union  members  do  not  enjoy  ihe  MCf 
rights  as  adult  members. 

The  Y.C.L.  believes  that  the  real  defenre  of  the 
of  the  working  youth  is  possible  only  through  the  trade 
under  revolutionary  leadership.  The  Y.C.L.  systematic**;; 
ngnts  in  the  trade  unions  for  the  defeat  of  the  reformist;  trw* 
union  bureaucracy  and  for  turn ing  them  into  revolution* 
organisations. 

In  the  trade  union  movement  the  Y.lC.1..  support-- 
principles  and  aims  of  the  Red  International  of  I-3®0 
mons  and  wholeheartedly  assists  its  struggle.  , . 

The  Y.C.L.  combats  all  limitations  upon  the  aditjiss'£‘ 
of  young  workers  into  the  trade  unions.  It  demands  >. 
too  per  cent,  organisation  of  the  voting  workers  in  the  fra 
mon.s  with  the  same  rights  as  the  adult  workers,  with 
menihcrship  dues  for  the  young  members.  The  Y.C.L- 

thc  neg!cct  of  youth  demands  bv  the  reformist  trJ 
union  bureaucracy,  which,  true  to  its  usual  role,  not  only  d** 

ti.#111*  interests  of  the  youth  but  even  directly  s;w 


trade  mISifLw  win  the  working  youth  more  readily 

■£  sstesfiesm&x*.  as 5 
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organs  for  trade  union  work,  the  form  and  name  w*£b 
my  differ  according  to  conditions  and  countries  c0  . 

missions,  youth  committees,  youth  sections,  etc.),  mj 
hased  upon  the  principle  of  equal  rights  for  young 
workers,  and  must  not  divide  thc  youth  from  the  adult  mem- 
bers, but  must  rally  and  train  them  inside  the  trade  union 
organisations. 

Thc  leading  bodies  of  .such  organs  must  be  elected  on  a 
democratic  basis,  they  must  bring  the  young  trade  union 
members  together  regularly  for  meetings  atid  conferences, 
and  must  lie  built  up  on  the  basis  of  delegates  in  the  factories 
themselves.  They  must  champion  the  economic  demands  of 
the  working  youth,  and  get  the  trade  unions  to  struggle 
for  them.  In  such  a form  they  constitute  really  revolutionary 
nia^s  organs  of  the  working  youth  in  thc  trade  unions. 

The  Y.CX*  fights  against  reformist  distortions  of  the 
idea  of  forming  special  forms  of  youth  organisation  m the 
trade  unions,  as  expressed  in  the  youth  sections  created  an 
guided  by  the  reformists.  These  reformist  youth  Kj^3 
divide  the  young  workers  from  the  adults.  T hey  Tinder 
bureaucratic  control  from  above,  and  their  object  is  to  com* 
petc  with  thc  political  vouth  movement  as  reformist  cu  row 
^■uusatirms,.  The  Y.C.L.  .struggles  M capture  these  you  in 
sections  and  to  convert  them  into  militant  re\o  u ona  y 
bjdies  of  the  young  workers.  . 

Where  apprentices  and  young  workers  are  nut  atmr  c 
0 trade  unions  or  where  no  trade  unions  exist,  c 
«n  tom,  a,  a temporary  and  transition-!  »c.sure  ■££“ 
gnomic  youth  organisations  of  various  kan  > j ^ntjs 

: orr„if  tins  i.  strUKillc  for  £ SSSJTSA 

M me  youth  and  for  their  admission  to  me  t r 
organisations  are  not  parallel  organisation-  ^ t Jc 

Un;ons.  The  Y.C.L.  rejects  thc  idea  of  social  xoutn  iraa 

Unions  , ■ 

-rite  Y.C.L.  endeavours  »l»  » &ig*JZg!rZj£. 
•employed  youth.  It  draw.  tbg»,  Smntitleea  of 

P‘oyed  organisations  and  efubl,s^,  Element. 

«nempl0ycd  youth  within  thej *«■"  must  K,  , meinbcr  ef  his 

livery  member  of  the  ■ y C.L.  inside  the  trade 
trade  union.  The  Actions.  They  work  together 

Mlpl'^SdiriU  V.tX.  ..rives  achieve  e.oser 
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collaboration  with  the  trade  unions  (Y.C.L.  repnscautnu 
in  raae  union  organs),  joint  action,  which  is,  to  be  sire, 
a am  able  only  in  trade  unions  under  revolutionary  leidtnlip. 

The  Special  Tasks  of  the  Y.C.L.  Among  the  RanlWertk* 

Youth 

Capitalism  has  brought  with  it  a mighty  prolctininis* 
tion  of  the  rural  population,  and  has  plunged  the  p« 
peasantry  into  destitution.  The  continuous  crisis  in  cipfr 
talist  society  has  created  since  the  world  war  a serious 
ever-extending  agrarian  crisis  in  all  capitalist  countries-  T» 
efforts  of  the  capitalist  to  re-establish  the  cquilibriuffl 
national  economy  at  the  expense  of  the  workers  and 
by  burdening  them  with  taxation  and  protective  tariff*, 
only  to  the  enrichment  of  capitalists  and  big  landlords  — 
expense  of  the  proletarian  and  working  rural  popular 
hence  to  a sharpening  of  class  differences  in  the  village- 

1 be  agrarian  crisis  gives  an  impetus  to  and  acctjer^ 
tlie  process  of  differentiation  among  the  peasantry,  an  . ^ 
struggle  in  the  countryside,  and  leads  to  the  economy  ^ 
poverishment  and  enslavement  of  the  majority  ^ att 
peasantry.  The  sections  of  the  rural  population  whic 
under  capitalism  are  : 

(a)  Agricultural  labourers.  , 

(b)  Peasants  with  small  allotments  (semi-proleuri** 

(c)  Small  peasants, 

W)  Middle  peasants. 

Prom  the  economic  viewpoint,  big  peasants 
owner  in  capitalist  countries  arc  capitalist  employers  ^ 

The  living  standards  of  the  agricultural  labourer* 
being  continually  lowered,  'The  working  day  i-s  vcf^  n,TU' 
real  wages  are  falling  and  living  conditions  are  bej1' * j, 
worse  * Small  farms  are  being  ruined.  The  economic  d^t  ^ 
cnee  of  the  small  peasant*  upon  big  landowners  and  caPl1  /jv 
is  becoming  more  and  more  oppressive.  They  are  be*%1' 
m debt,  and  their  position  is  growing  steadily  worse. 

The  middle  peasantry , too,  la  affected  by  unfuvourih^ 
conditions*  such  mm  high  prices  and  taxes  war  indciu^1^ 
burdens,  etc.  To  all  this  must  be  added  ihc  heavy  burd*n 
of  militarism  which  deprives  the  peasantry  fif  foixe> 

and  -saddles  it  with  a mi  ;i  mmt  e vpenditure*s 


and  l3°d‘ 
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Revolutionary  experience,  and  in  particular  tbe  Russian 
revolution,  has  shown  that  without  enlisting  the  poor 
peasantry,  a complete  victory  of  the  proletariat  is  impossible. 
The  peasantry  cannot  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  capitalists  an  _ 
landlords  by  its  own  efforts  because  it  is  not  a unite* 
class*  because  it  consists  of  property  owners,  is  scattered 
among  the  villages,  and  is  therefore  unable  to  create  strong 
revolutionary  organisations.  The  emancipation  of  t'ie 
peasantry  can  be  achieved  only  in  alliance  with  the  prole- 
tariat and  under  its  leadership,  in  a struggle  against  capital- 
ism and  for  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  1 he  prole- 
tariat has  the  historic  task  of  making  this  alliance  with  the 
working  peasantry  a reality.  In  capitalist  countries  the  work- 
ing class  must  endeavour  to  make  allies  ot  the  small  and 


semi ‘proletarian  peasants  and  to  neutralise  the  middle 
peasantry  in  the  struggle  for  the  proletarian  dictatorship, 
buder  proletarian  dictatorship  the  working  class  must  con* 
duck  a close  alliance  with  the  middle  peasantry  also*  and 
must  draw  it  into  the  work  of  socialist  construction.  In 
colonies  and  semi-colonies  and  in  other  countries  with  strong 
Quants  of  serai-feudal  relations,  where  the  bourgeois- 
f tmoeratic  revolution  has  still  to  be  achieved,  extension  of 
t ^lliance  to  the  middle  peasantry*  is  also  necessary.  It  is 
b.isis  of  these  tasks  that  the  Y.C.L.  must  enlist  the 
Empathy  of  the  rural  working  youth. 

The  Y.C.L. adapts  its  work  among  the  rural  youth  to  the 
tichttons  and  requirements  of  the  various  strata.  First  and 
■>rcmost  it  turns  its  attention  to  rallying  and  organising  the 
>oung  agricultural  labourers.  The  Y-C.L.  endeavours  to 
rganisv  the  widest  masses  of  this  proletarian  section  in  its 
ranks.  The  League  works  also among  the  youth  of  the 
poor  peasantry,  li  endeavours  to  draw  them  into  an  alliance 
'ith  the  working  youth  ; it  organises  the  active  and  revolu- 
honary  section  in  its  own  ranks.  In  accordance  with  national 
the  Y C L also  carries  on  special  work  among  the 
>“uth  of  the  middle  peasantry  in  order  to  combat  the  influence 
?f  the  bourgeoisie,  and  to  neutralise  it.  drawing  it  also  partly 
|nto  Certain  struggles  (for  instance,  against  militarism),  but 
" capitalist  conditions  the  Y.C.L.  admits  to  its  tanks  only 
a lew  of  the  best  elements  of  the  middle  peasant  youth. 


The  Y V I,  carries  on  an  energetic  struggle  for  the 
Political,  economic  and  cultural  interests  of  the  young  agri- 
cultural labourers  in  the  first  place,  but  also  for  the  other 
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Mrfltd  of  the  rural  working  Youth  it  ‘ittu-iw  _. ■ . 

«nd  brmp  forward  aUo  a seriu  of  special  demands  £ 
S ir?"  fron;.thc  Peasantr.v  (furlough  for  harvest-tint, 

1UJ*.  Ullh,»  lhe  limits  of  the  .struggle  for  the  general  Cor- 
mu  mat.  agrarian  programme  it  brings  forward  special  panial 
uv  mauds  for  the  rural  working  youth,  particular! v voucs 
agricultural  labourers'  demands.  The  * Y.C.L.  'demand* 
t qua  lit  \ between  the  rural  and  the  urban  youth  in  regard  to 
protective  labour  legislation,  and  also  brings  forward  its 
general  economic  demands  for  young  agricultural  labourers. 
1 bev  are  : vocational  training  and  education,  equal  pay  for 
equal  work,  six-hour  day*  four  weeks’  holiday,  etc,  the* 
demands  are  supplemented  by  special  demands  arising  out  of 
the  labour  conditions  in  rural  districts. 

1 be  League  particularly  combats  the  various  bourgeon 
ami  big-pcasant  youth  organisations  in  rural  districts,  amass 
which  religious  organisations  (for  instance,  the  Y°njjS 
Catholic  League)  play  an  important  role.  It  energetical!} 
sights;  against  Fascist  organisations  such  as  the  4+Fatherhnd 
Defence  League, **  etc*,  which  incite  and  organise  the  rura 
working  youth  for  armed  struggle  against  the  working  class 
One  of  the  means  of  the  Y.C.L.  for  counteracting  the  jfr 
fluencc  of  bourgeois  and  big-peasant  organisations,  and  j 
increasing  its  influence,  is  the  organisation  of  conference* 
and  committees  of  the  rural  working  youth  and  of  youth  r 
pertinents  in  the  revolutionary  peasant  organisations,  xl 
somci  countries  the  organisation  of  special  leagues  of  t c 
working  peasant  youth  is  also  expedient. 

The  Educational  Work  of  the  Young  Communist  Lea#®** 

Without  revolutionary  theory  a revolutionary  moverne* 
v : This  saying  of  I^nin  forms  the  ‘basis  of  the 

v s w°rk . Maintaining  a living  connection  betwee 

practice  and  theory,  in  pursuance  of  and  in  the  framed": 
Us  K“craI  education  of  the  toiling  youth  in  the  spirit  ** 
eom'numsm,  the  Y.C.L.  carries  on  social  work  of  educ*' 

he  ,h™h  rf‘,,tCn  l°  ‘be  toiling  youth  with 

Icult  ^h  li  Vlc  ^''rational  work,  even  > 

dealt  with  as  a special  branch  of  worJc  docs  not  represent 

something  separated  from  the  practical  mihtant  activity  of 
the  league.  On  the  contrary  tlu-  . , . , . ' „f 

■ • inc  *trugg1e  itself  is  one 
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the  most  important  means  of  education,  while  the  Y.C.L.'s 

lL"S^Trk  b one  of  iu  most  imporunt  «os^n,  mjte 
struggle.  Theoretical  work  gives  the  struggle 

direction.  . . 

The  special  educational  work  is  intended  to  gather  the 

working  youth’s  experiences  in  fighting  practice  and 
present  them  in  a ready,  logical  and  supplemented  form.  It 
has  to  train  from  the  ranks  of  the  young  proletariat,  educated 
and  persistent  class  fighters  against  capitalism,  and  tor  e 
proletarian  revolution,  to  train  the  master  builders  of  the 

new  society. 

I Educational  work  is,  therefore,  simultaneously  agitation 
and  propaganda ; agitation  in  the  sense  of  the  dissemination 
of  various  slogans  among  the  masses,  and  propaganda  in  c 
sense  of  a deepened  education  of  the  young  workers  wf 
regard  to  the  aims  and  principles  of  Communism  and  of  t 

Y.C.L* 

The  Young  Communist  League  carries  on  in  the  first 
place  the  political  education  of  its  membership  ana  of  tBc 
broad  masses  of  young  proletarians.  It  spreads  among>t  them 
a knowledge  of  the  laws  of  development  of  economy  ana 
society,  an  understanding  of  history,  of  the  forms  and  met  o s 
of  the  class  struggle  and  the  labour  movement,  a knowledge 
of  the  political  and  economic  situation  and  of  the  tasks  am 
aims  of  the  proletarian  revolution.  It  carries  on  ^^OI18  . 

the  propaganda  of  socialism  and  Communism,  and  cxpains 
the  essence,  structure,  history,  programme,  strategy  a 
tactics  of  the  Communist  Party.  Marxism— t e . 

the  proletariat— is  the  most  important  weapon  in  the  * gg 
against  capitalism  and  the  most  valuable  m st rumen  in  ^ c 
building  of  the  new  society.  he  y oung  Communi. 

therefore  strives  to  spread  a Marxian  philosop  i>  tSShod^ 
members,  and  to  accustom  them  first  of  all  to  Mar^an  mcthods 
of  thinking.  The  Y.C.L-  concentrates 

especially  upon  the  propaganda  and  study  of ,^3 
• ,v  , - t \i.Liaii  to  the  epoch  of  imperialism 

IS  the  application  of  M™*®  « ThcCommun  ist  youth 

d of  the  proletarian  tj  organisational  principles, 

must  master  the  basic  problem*,  tnc  * * ■ * 

tactics  and  theory  of  Ummsm,  in  order  to  fulfil  tn  cq 
menu  ol  tlie  cUu  alruKRlc  »™«<l  "■*>■  revolutionary 

theory.  Communist  I.caKUe  also  scU  itself  the  task 

of  raisins  the  general  cultural  level  of  the  working  youth 


/*'!•>: ramtui*  ,-/  //j,>  VM  M. 


in  the  interest  of  the  proletarian  struggle.  The  workiu 
youth  must  acquire  the  knowledge  which  £ necessity  for 

'nSa  v1'1Tin  a,U^  4^e  °°n^uct  9f  *ts  struggle  against  capitaliia. 

c ' occupies  itself  with  these  questions  only  in  so  fir 

as  they  are  connected  with  the  class  struggle,  and  are  cf 
\aliie  in  training;  the  youth  for  the  class  struggle,  Tfc* 
SUaggle  against  bourgeois  society  includes  also  a struggle 
against  the  evils  arising  from  it  (alcoholism,  prostitution, 
which  can  be  overcome  only  with  the  disappearance  of 
the  existing  regime.  The  Y.CX,  energetically  comwu 
hypocritical  bourgeois  morality/1  and  exposes  it  as  one  of 
the  means  of  maintaining  the  system  of  exploitation*  T*f 
Y.CX.  combats  with  particular  energy*  the  bourgtoU 
attitude  to  woman,  which  proclaims  that  woman  i* 
but  an  accessory  to  the  family,  and  is  a conception  do**!) 
bound  up  with  ttie  existing  system  of  private  ownership*  ^ lr 
exposing  the  hypocrisy*  of  bourgeois  f4  morality/’  the  Y.C-L 
opposes  to  it  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and  the  cstabli^- 
meut  of  a Communist  system  through  the  joint  struggle/1- 
all  the  exploited.  This  alone  is  capable  of  emancipating 
woman,  of  creating  new  human  relations  which  will 
nothing  in  common  with  the  property-owning  ideas  on  woau* 
characteristic  of  capitalist  society*. 

The  Y.CX.  pays  special  attention  to  the  struggle  again** 
the  church  and  religion  by*  means  of  untiring  educational  woix 
Religion  is  the  opium  of  the  people/*  Religion  1 
one  of  the  most  important  means  for  exerting  influence  0Tl 
youth  in  the  interests  of  the  existing  capitalist  social  or  ti 
I*  is  particularly*  harmful  among  the  working  youth  in  ru/ 
districts  and  colonies.  The  YXX.  popularises  among  the 
working  youth  the  philosophy'  of  dialectical  materialism. 


As  a supplement  to  its  political,  cultural  and  education* 

Y.C.L,  also  seeks  as  far  as  possible  to  S3tif',' 

t e need  for  entertainment  and  recreation  on  the  part  of  ' • 

forking  youth.  It  by  no  means,  however,  copies  the 

^ut-^eois  and  social  democratic  forms  of  entertainment  I"4 

recreation,  but  seeks  for  new  methods  of  genuine  proletarian 

sociability  and  entertainment  which,  in  the  last  analysis 

Proui0/CVf?  el  ass-consciousness  and  Communist  training* 

v£S,  H festivals,  political  satire,  dramatic  circles,  choir*, 

youth  homes  camps,  outing*,  rambles,  etc  are  used  bv  the 
”-v*X*  for  this  purpose,  r * 


Educational  Work  of  Y.C.L's  1 

In  its  methods  of  educational  work 
on  the  concrete  habits  of  the  youth  and  tak^s  "t,r 
logical  peculiarities  into  consideration,  hurthermore  ljeca 
it  clearly  understands  its  essential  charn  ter  as  a CjmnwjBIjt 
educational  organisation,  the  V.C.L.  stri  ves  in  its  * ho k 
activity  to  apply  methods  comprehensible  and  adapted  to  the 
Youth,  to  give  its  whole  work  a lively  character  and  crca  e 
an  attractive  inncr-Leaguc  life. 

In  this  sense  also  the  Communist  utilisation  of  certain 
forms  of  work  particularly  attractive  to  the  youth,  such  as 
semi -military  discipline  in  parades,  bands,  uniforms,  etc.,  is 
useful  and  of  great  value  to  the  propaganda  and  recruiting 
power  of  the  Y.C.L. 

One  of  the  most  important  means  for  agitation  and  propa- 
ganda among  the  masses  is  the  special  Communist  youth  prc*-< 
and  literature.  The  Y.C.L. , apart  from  its  regular  news- 
papers and  magazines,  publishes  through  its  factory  groups 
special  factory  papers.  Communist  groups  in  the  army  circu- 
late barrack  newspapers,  etc.  In  the  League  organisation 
itself,  wall  newspapers  are  an  important  means  of  education 
and  encouragement  to  self-activity.  The  Y.C.I#.  press,  with 
its  many  ramifications,  is  an  exceptionally  important  weapon 
in  the  struggle  to  win  over  the  masses  of  y*oung  workers, 
soldiers  and  working  peasants  to  the  revolution* 

The  educational  work  of  the  Y.CX.  is  carried  on  in  a 
systematically  organised  manner*  In  the  first  place  the 
i-CX*  carries  out  mass  educational  work,  which  in  the  main 
consists  of  the  propaganda  of  Communist  principles  in  various 
forms  among  the  broad  masses  of  young  toilers.  Fnrthcr- 
mor*.  the  Y.CX.  conducts  systematic  work  to  educate  its 
Ambers  in  the  basic  questions  of  political  science  and,  in 
addition , carries  on  the  higher  training  of  the  League  cadres 
b-v  a number  of  special  measures,  courses  and  schools* 


Th<>  YIf?  L*  Undcr  the  Conditions  of  the 

Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat 


1 he  Soviet  Union — A Shining  Example 

an  cr\°rmous  arca  which  embraces  one-sixth  of  tit 
*v>V  . ‘ l.  10  working  youth  has  already  been  emancipated  fro  a 
o. _ •' u *apitalisnV  anc*  lives  free  and  protected  in  its <m 
* . c *‘1C  Soviet  Union.  The  Soviet  Union,  the  first  prole- 

statc  in  tlte  world,  renders  the  work  of  the  youth, 
ten  under  capitalism  was  an  object  of  exploitation,  the  haw 
o sot  must  education  and  training.  The  proletarian  State  i* 
a ready  engaged  in  the  reorganisation  of  youth  labour  on  3 
scKianst  basis.  Productive  youth  labour  is  not  eliminate: 
ut  reorganised.  Tt  is  linked  up  with  vocational  training, 
political  and  general  education,  as  well  as  with  pbyskal 
tii.ture.  and  is  regulated  from  an  educational  standpoint- 
us  socialist  reorganisation  of  youth  labour  is  effected  in  t’t 
actor y schools  attached  to  the  socialised  factories  and  rnilb- 
u.e.,  apprenticeship  workshops  or  departments  Iinke-J 
up  with  theoretical  teaching,  and  with  instruction  in  -r: 
factory  isclf) , 

As  the  necessary  premise  for  the  socialist  rc-organisa"  " 
° youth  labour,  the  proletarian  State  introduces  a 
System  of  nu-asurcs  for  the  protection  of  vouth  labour  and  tM 
improvement  of  its  economic  position. 

' 1 ri iliihition  of  child  labour  up  to  the  age  of  M» 

(:)  Curtailment  of  the  working  dav  to  six  bout* 

young  people  undcr  18  and  to  four  hours  for  young  f*0^ 
under  16. 


l\)  Prohibition  of  night  and  piece  work,  and  also  of 

aC  Cr|>r,SCJS  ,niur,ot5s  to  health  fat  first  for  voung  !*<*' 
under  iS  and  subsequently  under  20) . 

ductil  n £ ^°.licy  wV-ch  KWaranttes  the  genuine 

auction  of  the  shorter  working  day  (the  on*  for  the  short*' 

day  u the  same  as  for  the  cight-honr  day?  and  which  ne**** 

to  improve  the  economic  position  of  the  working-  vouth  at 

“ u“'  "f  ,h'  -Xr,T^SrV.v  ** 
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{^)  Four  weeks'  holiday  for  young  people  under  18,  with 
foil  pay. 

(6)  Protection  "f  the  young  workers*  health  by  regular 
medical  examinations  and  by  placing  young  workers  in  special 
or  general  rest  homes,  sanatoria,  health  establishments,  etc* 

1(7)  Guarantee  of  a definite  quota  of  places  for  young 
people  in  the  various  industries. 

(8}  Comprehensive  social  insurance  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  and  the  factory,  in  ease  of  sickness,  unemployment  or 
in  capacity. 

In  the  course  of  socialist  Construction,  the  State  strives  to 
an  ever- increasing  degree  to  take  the  care  for  the  youth 
entirely  upon  itself. 

The  proletarian  State  docs  full  justice  to  the  juridical  and 
political  demands  of  the  youth  by  making  them  fully 
fledged  citizens  who  have  the  right  to  elect  and  be  elected 
(active  and  passive  suffrage)  front  the  age  of  iS,  to  all  State 
and  economic  organs,  and  to  factory  councils  frotn  the  moment 
they  begin  to  work.  Moreover,  admission  to  all  social  and 
butc  organisations  is  open  to  them. 

! he  Soviet  Union  i engaged  in  reorganising  the  entire 
educational  system  of  the  youth.  " Only  by  thoroughly 
reorganising  the  education,  organisation  and  training  o:  the 
Jouth  will  we  be  able  to  help  the  young  generation  to  establish 
* social  order  (the  Communist  Social  Order)  unlike  the  old 
one  (Lenin) . The  establishment  of  factory  schools  for  the 
forking  youth  in  the  socialised  enterprises  was  a stride  in  this 
direction.  In  these  factory  schools  the  Soviet  Union  aims 
at  an  all-round  education  of  the  working  youth,  for  whom  the 
Process  of  education  acquires  now  a real  meaning.  Ixvth  techni- 
cally and  socially,  and  converts  the  worker  into  a class- 
conscious  leader  of  socialist  production.  Factory  school s also 
encourage  the  development  and  consolidation  *>f  all  theoretical 
^cl i nations  of  the  youth , and  develop  the  body  and  mind  of 
the  youth  by  club  work  and  physical  culture. 

The  proletarian  Slate  develops  in  this  way,  the  whole 
system  of  public  education,  which  is  now  a State  monopoly 
and  serves  the  main  object  of  spreading  the  propaganda  of 
Communism  among  the  working  inas'ses,  thus  providing  the 
Working  vouth  with  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  nil  the 
Heccstarv  knowledge  for  the  construction  of  socialism  The 
Soviet  Union  is  working  energetically  for  the  construction  of 


of  the  V.(  ,/ 


fVStem.?f  public  education,  above  all  bv  the  esUb'iii. 
of  <*'  ° 1 Unitlcct  bdxmr  school  as  the  basis,  by  the  onow 
• vtomlary  schools  and  universities  for  the  toilers  ft2 
organisation  of  special  workers’  faculties),  as  well  by  £ 
eorRAiiLsation  of  these  schools  in  acordancc  with  the  reent* 
cn  s ° Pr°lvtarian  dictatorship  and  socialist  education. 

1 he  position  and,  in  many  ways,  the  work  of  the  Yeas; 
omimmist  league  also  undergoes  a thorough  change*  Trt 
Lommunist  youth  organisation,  oppressed  and  perseentef 
under  capitalism,  receives  every  kind  of  support  from 
* °viet  power,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  entire  work  ir; 
stnu^le  of  the  proletarian  State,  especially  in  its  actio 
in  'he  sphere  of  education  and  youth  labour.  The  profetiru* 
organisations  and  the  proletarian  State  recognise  the  Y-CL 
as  the  representative  of  the  interests  of  the  working  roati 

, 7 ^lus  tinder  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  the  \Cl 

is  given  unlimited  opportunities  to  develop  into  a tl 

organisation  for  the  Communist  training  of  the  working  V^; 

an  organisation  whose  activity  concerns  itself  with  all  v*' 

of  the  life  of  the  youth* 

■ 

T.  . Vhe  Leninist  Yount?  Communist  League  of 

Hum,  which  works  under  the  direct  leadership  of  the  | 

s icvik  party  has  by  its  activity  solved  the  task  of  *** 
ormation  into  a mass  organisation,  representing  and  te*  1 
entirc  proletarian  and  toiling  youth.  It  I'3*  ^ , ‘ 
into  a powerful  million-strong  army,  which  received, 
baptism  of  fire  jn  the  civil  war  and  is  now  partial™ 
n . ie  construction  of  socialism,  drawing  into  this  const111' 
the  entire  toiling  youth. 

* hv  victorious  proletariat  also  liberates  the  youth  of* 
P*°P,“S : >t  gives  it  full  political  rights  and 
mcaiiiirC.tUa  ?y  a furies  of  economic,  juridical  and  c“ 
work-inn  ' it  ^ Lnion  of  Socialist  Soviet  Republic*  . 
for,n  K,youth  of  °11  nationalities  is  for  the  first  time  tra^ 

ieno™dnir0,“  ?"  <?>Prc*s«d  mass,  kept  in  mental  slavery  3 
ignorance,  into  free  and  fuILfledircd  citizens  into  cU* 
W*»Owfi«htera  and  collaborators  ?n  the  construction  of  & 

v *Z?£i2£g!a  '**&**•"  Sr* 

of  the  peasant  youth.  It  is  betfinu;  -v  >mPrc*ved  the  Pf  _ 
introduce  agricultural  vocation?  ‘trough  the  StsU 

training  for  the  peas*1 
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youth,  and  strives  to  educate  this  youth  in  the  spirit  of  the 
socialisation  of  agriculture  on  a co-operative  basis* 

In  connection  with  the  change  in  the  class  character  <*f 
the  Young  Communist  League,  its  activity  also  under- 
goes a change.  While  under  the  capitalist  regime,  it  was  an 
instrument  for  the  overthrow  of  the  bourgeois  State  power,  it 
becomes  under  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  the  support 
of  the  proletarian  State*  Henceforth  the  main  task  of  the 
Y.C.L.  is  the  Communist  education  and  training  of  the  wide 
masses  of  the  working  youth  in  the  process  of  active  partici- 
pation in  >Socialist  construction*  While  in  the  period  of 
struggle  for  proletarian  dictatorship,  the  basis  of  the  prole- 
tarian class  education  of  the  youth  is  its  participation  in  the 
class  struggle  for  the  destruction  of  the  capitalist  bourgeois 
social  order,  under  proletarian  dictatorship,  the  basis  is  posi- 
tive co-operation  in  the  construction  of  the  new’  life,  in  the 
consolidation  of  the  proletarian  dictatorship  and  the  struggle 
against  all  relics  of  the  old  order*  All  this  is  closely 
connected  w;th  participation  in  the  international  working-class 
struggle,  with  the  stud3*  of  the  theory  of  Marxism  and 
Leninism,  and  has  as  its  aim  the  development  of 
experienced,  class-conscious  socialist  workers,  fighters  in  the 
class  struggle  for  the  victory  of  the  world  proletariat, 
for  the  proletarian  world  revolution.  Thus  the  Y.C.L. 
endeavours,  in  all  its  activity,  to  win  the  entire  toiling  youth 
for  active  participation  in  the  work  of  socialist  construction, 
remembering  Lenin's  advice  to  the  youth  at  the  Third 
ingress  of  the  Russian  Y.C.L*  : " You  must  be  to  the  fore* 
from  among  the  millions  of  builders  of  the  Communist  society, 
to  whom  every  young  man  and  woman  should  belong*  If  you 
do  not  draw  the  whole  mass  of  the  working  and  peasant  y^utfl 
mto  this  construction  of  Communism,  you  will  not  be  able  to 

establish  the  Communist  society -M 

The  Y.C.L. , therefore,  docs  its  utmost  to  draw  the  entire 
toiling  youth  into  the  Activity  of  the  socialist  State  apparatus 

and  socialist  industry.  « «11  -1S  ' -S?.  J ~ ' 

miliurv  economic  and  cultural  activity  of  the  Souet  M«cr 
in  town  niXountW.  The  Y.C.L.  which,  under  capitalism. 


proletariat!  Stale  iu  ^ foree,  to  the  R<?d 

or  restorations  1 nc  * 
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army  and  nayyt  providing  Red  army  men,  comraaodm  ui 
meal  workers.  It  promotes  the  proletarian  railiun? 
training  of  the  toiling  youth.  It  is  tin  first  ar.J  tic  b rot* 
m the  struggle  for  the  defence  of  the  Proletarian  State,  lie 
ratnerlaud  of  the  toilers  of  the  world  against  the  gttti} 
imperialist  bandits,  and  in  the  struggle  for  the  a-oriS 
revolution . 

I he  Y .C.L.  is  particularly  active  in  the  socialist 
reorganisation  oi  the  work  and  life  of  the  youth.  But  sinct 
the  working  youth  is  part  of  the  working  class  and  \tx 
socialist  reorganisation  of  youth  labour  is  the  duty  oi  the 
entire  working  class  the  proletarian  State  and  the  tn-£ 
unions  —the  Y.C.L,  docs  not  replace  by  its  work  the  activity 
of  the  State  organs  and  trade  unions,  but  carries  out  all  : j 
economic  and  cultural  demands  in  close  connection  with 
through  them.  It  participates  in  their  work  and  represent* 
in  them  the  demands  of  the  entire  working  youth.  * ** 
the  Y.C.L.  is  guided  by  the  common  general  tasks  or 
construction  and  harmonises  the  demands  of  the  Nvorkingyo^w 
with  the  interests  of  the  whole  working  class. 

In  accordance  with  the  changed  conditions  and  ^ liaTiV^ 
of  the  activity  of  the  Y.C,L  in  the  period  of  proletarian 
tatorship,  the  social  framework  of  the  Y.C.L.  is  also  . 
The  Y .C.L.  in  now  the  only  social  and  political  mass  or®aP1.v, 
lion  of  the  young  workers  and  peasants.  The  Y.C.L.  en  ^ 
ours  to  organise  in  its  ranks  the  entire  working  youth  m ^ 
and  country,  and  also  to  attract  wide  sections  of  thc 
peasant  youth  and  the  best  young  elements  front  the  104  ■ 


f peasantry  , — *. . ■ w • «.i  m *»■  t ( 

growing  sections  of  the  population  ; according  to  its 

it  is  now  a workers1  and  peasants'  organ’ . 
Nevertheless  it  remains,  according  to  its  political  role  ? 
character  and  methods  of  its  work,  a proletarian  orgaiusa  i 

The  most  important  condition  for  the  work  of  the  Y.C«  ^ 
and  for  the  carrying  out  of  a correct  proletarian  Hnc  !*Vfts 
vtew  °f  the  considerable  percentage  of  young  peasants  ^ 


The  Y.C.L.  unites 


T-rnks,  the  maintenance  of  close  unity  between  tile  l' 
tlciucnts  of  tlie  \ .C.L.,  the  workers  and  peasants,  ' * 
bass*  of  a firm  proletarian  leadership.  The  voutiR  workep 
undcviatingly  and  firmly  maintain  the  leadine  role  »' 
the  Y.C.L  The  growth  „f  the  Y.C.I..  :,iid  the  compO*‘t’nf 
Of  ns  . adrt  of  functionaries  are  reflated  in  accordance  with 
this.  1 he  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  makes  possible  the 


the  two 

ah 
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full  realisation  of  the  hegemony  (leadership^  of  tl‘c  yottth 
proletariat  over  the  other  sections  of  the  totluiK  y j 
through  the  Y.C.L.  The  guarantee  that  the  Y.C.L.  will 
have  a proletarian  leadership  and  that  it  will  be  able  to  tol 
with  the  tremendous  problems  which  confront  it  is  to  oc 
found  in  the  leadership  of  the  Party,  both  through  tin*  ratty 
members  working  in  the  Y.C.L.  as  well  as  through  the  Party 
organisations.  Lenin's  Party,  which  guides  the  proletarian 
dictatorship  in  the  ILS-S.R.,  provides  a brilliant  example  of 
the  proper  relationships  between  the  old  and  young  genera- 
tion in  the  Communist  movement. 

Apart  from  organising  the  youth  in  its  ranks,  the  Y.C.L. 
has  other  possibilities  of  extending  its  influence  to  the 
non-proletarian  sections  of  the  toiling  youth  and  of  leading 
them  through  participation  in  the  work  of  the  State 
apparatus,  the  trade  unions,  co-operatives,  sport,  cultural  and 
other  organisations) . 

I he  political  and  educational  work  of  the  Y.C.  L. 
Wcmic^  wider  and  more  intensive  in  view  of  increased 
geological  and  financial  means.  The  Y.C.L.  does  consider- 
a c and  important  work  in  regard  to  the  political  education 
Vv  1 *olhng  youth  and  does  its  uinost  to  raise  its  cultural 
- ' 1*  strives  constantly  to  educate  the  toiling  youth 

!”  \ >°Hcctive  spirit.  It  popularises  and  explains  to  the 
*«j**mg  youih  the  tasks  of  socialist  construction  and  is  in 
im  °[  the  cultural  revolution,  which  is  imperative 

nediattly  after  the  political  and  economic  proletarian 

revolution. 

th»  v°^el'lcr  tlie  Party  and  the  Soviet  Coverument, 

old  V'V’  St™ggles  with  all  forces  against  the  relics  of  the 
^ condition  of  exploitation,  against  capitalist  lack  of  culture, 
OTOnmce  and  backwardness,  against  bourgeois  and  petty 
jwgcois  relations  between  man  and  woman,  and  against  the 
■ av  , burdens  of  the  heritage  received  from  the  capitalist 
The  Y.C.L.  fights  energetically  against  religious 
r^:,  selfishness,  petty  bourgeois  carelessness,  individualistic 
Hu  narrow  craft  sentiments,  etc.  1 he  Y.C.L.  shows  to  the 
Vtmh  the  methods  and  forms  of  struggle  against  the  rcUcs  of 
Aul  1 "proletarian , capitalistic  element  s and  mobilises  the 
VvorkiUg  youth  for  the  struggle  against  them. 

The  Y.C.L.  pays  special  attention  to  the  workers' 
"hibJren.  The  position  of  the  workers’  children  undergoes  a 
fundamental  change,  not  only  because  the  position  of  workers 


Pnvrrtmmir  oj  the  Y.C.l, 


°1  pro,'t3rion  "tol. 

„ ,,  ;-i:;^rditior for  *?*  ?!***«  «<«s 

caMciti*«  tu  ' f/e  development  of  all  their  |»wcn«l 

ita^wen  future**  th^  Y C*  l”  aK  tatJrshiP  *«  » «Jje  ««*» 

fop  ti  , a * . ' V * " considers  support  and  pnduw 

tasks  COmmUn,Sl  c^,^ren  * movement  one  of  its  ewe 


**  *kAUOr  11  lc  seizure  of  P«wwr  by  the  proletariat,  the  Y.CJ, 
us  confronted  with  the  historic  task  of  taking  a big  aid 

u ]>•».  hmc  share  in  the  recasting  of  the  classes,  in  the  sew 
4 . ideological  remoulding  of  the  human  material  of  the 

old  society  and  in  the  training  and  education  of  a new  Social 
ffcueration*  I he  Y.C.L*  subordinates  its  cultural  urork 
its  fundamental  political  tasks,  because  only  thus  can  tb:> 
work  become  a real  component  part  of  Communist  edu^tk*- 

As  long  as  the  relics  of  the  old  exploiting  classes  conti"-^ 
the  struggle  against  proletarian  dictatorship  the  class  sWJF 
Will  continue,  although  in  other  forms* 

In  countries  where  the  proletariat  has  fx'cn  victerio^j  I 
Young  Communist  Leagues  are  in  duty  bound  to  give  speo« 
help  and  support  to  the  militant  toiling  youth  of  o*  K* 
countries.  \ «C.L/s  in  capitalist  countries  struggle  with  * 
the  means  at  their  disposal  for  the  defence  of  Socialist  Soviet 

Republics, 
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The  Struggle  of  the  Young  Communist 
International  in  the  Colonies 

Tlie  Young  Communist  League  and  the  National  Question. 

Over  one-half  of  mankind  suffers  under  the  yoke  of 
: ,‘iiperialism  in  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries.  The 
division  of  the  world  into  oppressed  and  oppressor  nations, 
'ts  Partition  into  spheres  of  influence  and  colonies  among  a 
ew  imperialist  powers,  the  exploitation  and  national  oppres- 
Mf*n  of  economically  backward  peoples  by  these  imperialist 
poutTi.  is  one  of  the  strongest  bases  on  which  the  present 
order  rests.  Imperialism  destroys  the  old  culture 
» -t  mlunies;  it  reduces  the  toiling  masses  to  a terrible 
} T,  P°vcrty  and  turns  masses  of  the  peasantry  into 
~f,gar.\,  It  exhausts  the  country  economically  and  endeav- 
or, t0  ”nP^dc  the  growth  of  its  productive  forces  and  the 
• topment  of  a national  economy. 

Rrlt  ^C  Para^*tes  Who: suck  blood  out  of  the  toiling  masses, 

other  i * ‘^n?erjca,,»  French,  Japanese,  Italian,  Belgian  and 
, ItnPenalists  prey  on  the  oppressed  peoples.  While  the 
. aiU  sweat  of  Indian  workers,  Chinese  coolies,  African 
trinfr  ’ , American  agricultural  labourers  is  being 

Ne  ■ «-rin.ct  sovereigns  and  dollars  on  the  London  and 
* ,w  York.  exchanges,  while  greed v Japanese  imperialism  is 
in  ' ^V.0“rin8  to  swallow  the  whole  of  East  Asia,  while  the 

nl » a • fi,lanct:  capital  of  France,  Belgium  and  Italy,  is 
f unaenng  one-half  of  Africa,  and  Holland  is  swinging  its 
■up  over  the  plantation  slaves  of  Indonesia,  the  imperialist 
lowers  are  squabbling  among  themselves  like  beasts  of  prey 
‘ c r a tempting  quarry. 

The  national-liberation  struggle  of  the  oppressed  peoples 
01  ‘“e  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries  plays  a tremendous 
: ‘c  in  the  world  revolution  against  capitalism.  The  impor- 
tance of  national  revolutionary  movements  in  live  colonial 
countries  lies  in  the  fact  that:  <i)  hey  directly  assist  the 
working  class  in  the  struggle  against  imperialism  and  for  the 
111  ter  national  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  and  (2}  They 
Pave  tin:  way  for  the  Socialist  revolution  in  the  colonies. 

The  alliance  of  the  proletariat  of  the  imperialist  countries  with 
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CO’0nial  P'OP'cs.  for  joint  Mrutglc  3a* 

Vi-  ofTl'J8  “"J-  ";c  n,0st  imP°nanl  condition,  St, 

',uor>  ot  ll«c  working  class. 

and  Xm.*  ^1,fK*a.men.tal  task  of  the  Communists  in  the  cokmia 
orpiuii^ait  -»  °n.,cs  ls  to  organise  the  workers  in  indepeak* 
thi*  nii*  TJ0  0rccr  to  free  thorn  from  tile  influence  of 
m„  „ ■ Al0na  fx)UrKCoisie.  This  is  only  possible  if  the  Cco- 

1S  t Carrv  T11  an  energetic  struggle  against  boorgeeu 
tonal  reformism . Only  by  means  of  revolution  underlie 
iu  ^rMup  of  the  working  class  is  the  liberation  of  theeo’c-ro 
possi  ble.  [ he  working  class  must  secure  an  alliance  with  the 
peasantry,  the  freeing  of  the  peasants’  organisations  frost  tl: 
in  uence  of  the  bourgeoisie,  and  hegemony  (leadership!  is 
the  colonial  revolution.  Temporary  agreements  with  lh 
national  bourgeoisie  are  admissible  onh’  in  so  far  as  the-'  & 
not  impede  the  independent  alliance  of  the  workers  w 
peasants,  and  only  it  the  bourgeoisie  takes  an  active  part 
the  revolutionary  struggle  against  imperialism, 

| ^ " i - 

In  capitalist  countries  also  various  national  minority 

*re  oppressed  and  exploited  by  the  ruling:  impenitj 
bourgeoisie.  This  pressure  is  directed  firs!  and  foreir.^- 
against  the  working  masses,  against  the  workers  and  pe^s?nl<; 
whereas  the  upper  strata  of  the  bourgeoisie  of  the  uatio 
minorities  co-operate  with  the  ruling  imperialist  bourgeois^ 
In^the  national  question,  Communists  support  the  right  - 
self mIc termination  for  nations,  including  the  right  to  cornp^ 
separation  and  independence.  In  connection  with  this  fl*n  , 
mcmal  slogan,  the  Y.C.L,  together  with  the  C.P. 


me  logetner  witn  inc  M _ t 

the  national  rights  and  demands  of  the  oppressed  nation^ 
minorities,  such  as  the  right  to  use  their  own  laafH13^' 
teach  all  subjects  in  the  schools  in  the  national  langOW** 
special  demands  for  soldiers  drawn  from  the  nation** 
minorities,  etc 

The  Y.C.L,  in  defending  the  national  rights  °*\  {‘\ 
oppressed  peoples,  at  the  same  time  combats  all  nation 3 
chauvinism,  parieularly  in  the  ruling  nations,  and  consistently 
mainlaiiis  the  standpoint  of  proletarian  in  t«.-r  tia  t ion  a Iis*®  * 
ie  \ ,C.L.  works  within  the  revolutionary  organisation^  °l 
the  national  minorities  oppressed  in  the  capitalist  countries, 
in  order  to  win  them  for  a joint  struggle  under  the  leadership 
of  the  C.I\  and  the  Y.C.L. 

1 he  Y.C.L*  in  the  same 


w«y  supports  the  right  of 
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colonics  and  semi-colonies  to  self-determination , including 
the  right  to  complete  separation  and  independence 

Only  through  such  a solution  of  the  national  question 
is  it  possible  to  have  a free  and  voluntary  alliance  of  all  peoples 
who  have  been  freed  from  capitalism,  in  the  common  struggle 
against  imperialism,  and  in  the  construction  of  socialism. 
In  this  way  the  World  Union  of  the  Socialist  Soviet  Republics 

will  lx?  established.  p --/• 

The  Communist  solution  of  the  national  question  has 
already  beeu  applied  in  t lie  Soviet  Union.  The  formerly 
oppressed  national  minorities,  the  former  Tsarist  colonies, 
hive  awakened  to  a new  national  cultural  and  economic  life; 
they  have  obtained  national  independence  and  State  status  and 
have  united  with  the  other  nations  into  a federation  of  equals, 
into  the  Union  of  Socialist  Soviet  Republics.  Therefore, 
the  Soviet  Union  is  a powerful  example  and  model  which 
inspires  with  hope  and  courage  all  the  oppressed  peoples  in 
their  struggle  against  the  imperialist  yoke. 

4 Fhe  Y.C.L.  supports  also  all  movements  against 
imperialist  domination  not  only  in  the  colonies  and  semi- 
bionics,  but  also  in  countries  which  formally  arc  independent, 
aS  and  South  America. 

Unc  situation  in  colonies  and  semi-colonies  differs 
according  to  the  degree  of  capitalist  development  in  these 
couiUries.  Whereas  in  backward  colonies  and  semi-colonies, 
class  differentiation  is  still  incomplete  from  the  viewpoint  of 
capitalist  development,  and  therefore  feudal  and  patriacha 
conditions  dominate,  in  the  more  advanced  colonies  differentia- 
B>n  between  the  big  landlords  and  nobility  who  embody  the 
feudalism,  the  bourgeoisie,  the  petty  bourgeoisie,  the 
forking  class  and  the  peasantry,  is  becoming  more  and  more 
evident. 

The  chief  demands  of  the  bourgeois  democratic  revolution 
in  the  colonies  and  semi-colonies  are  national  emancipation 
unification,  and  the  solution  of  the  agrarian  problem, 
'‘^emancipation  from  feudalism  and  imperialism.  In  this 
Evolution  the  proletariat  strives  to  establish  a democratic 
dictatorship  of  the  workers  and  peasants,  on  the  basis  of 
Soviets,  Even  in  the  bourgeois  democratic  phase  of  develop- 
ment the  working  class  of  the  advanced  colonies  must  aim 
at  securing  the  leading  rote  (hegemony)  in  relation  to  the 
Peasantry  and  the  revolutionary  petty  bourgeoisie.  In  view 
°f  the  inevitable  betrayal  of  the  revolution  by  the  national 
bourgeoisie  as  the  evolution  advances,  the  bourgeois  demo- 


Programme  oj  the  YX'.l. 

Ctn  ,carried  t0  ils  conclusion  only  onda 
tlK  leadership  ol  the  proletariat,  and  oniv  in  this  wav  is  tit 


V ^ c l'!  the  proletariat  for  its  final  class  aims  and  for  the 
< c\e  Opmeut  of  the  bourgeois  democratic  revolution  into  t 
Jxvuihst  revolution  made  possible.  The  process  of  ti« 
transformation  depends  upon  a number  of  factors,  the  moA 
important  of  which  arc  : the  extent  to  which  the  bourgtcb* 
democrat u problems  are  solved  by  the  revolution  ; tlic  strength 
Of  the  proletariat  and  its  Party  and  its  influence  among  lie 
peasantry ; the  assistance  given  by  the  proletariat  of  tk 
advanced  capitalist  countries;  the  assistance  given  by  tk 
already  existent  Socialist  Republics. 

In  this  way  it  is  possible  for  the  colonies  in  the  Prc3tfl' 
epoch  to  evade  the  capitalist  stage  of  development,  IQ  43 
epoch  when  the  proletarian  dictatorship  already  e 1 
^ ast  section  of  the  globe— the  Soviet  Union* — when  io  _ 
advanced  countries  seizure  of  power  by  the  working ,ClT^ 

1S  on  the  order  of  the  day,  colonial  revolutions— “With 
support  of  the  general  proletarian  movement— can  lead 
countries,  in  spite  of  their  individual  social  inwnatuni>» 
tile  path  of  Socialist  development. 

1 he  toiling  youth,  which  bears  in  the  colonies 
colonics  a double  yoke  of  terrible  exploitation,  °PPj  ^ 
md  slavery,  plays  a particularly  vital  role  there*  _ ^ 
the  one  hand,  an  enormous  percentage  of  c , dfc 
youngsters  are  employed  in  industry , the  youth  fills  tW  ^ 
the  army,  and  an  important  part  of  the  student 
is  closely  connected  with  the  toiling  masses  ami  ' 
similar  exploitation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  yoXl 
grown  up  in  the  atmosphere  of  world  war,  of  accei* 

HiijH  ialist  pressure,  of  revolutionary  uprisings  and 
is  filled  with  hatred  for  imperialism  and  is  exhibiting  r*  nary 
,n  e courage  and  contempt  of  death  in  all  revolt*  o _ 

1 he  class  differentiation  in  the  colonics  h 
cltcct  also  on  the  youth.  Not  only  the  represents 
of  ftudahftn  an <3  imperialism,  hut  the  native  bourgr° ■ ■ 
T ®pdeauvoura  to  bring  the  youth  under  its  influence,  * 

^ organisations  for  this  purpose.  The  main  y 

^ t ion  for  the  struggle  of  the  toiling  youth  is  the  hg 
-‘gamst  the  influence  of  national  reformism  in  its  ranks  an 

3Withn<1CPCIld€lli  orjgan,f  atio11  of  the  working  and  pen**11' 

The  fundamental  task  of  the  Y.C.L  in  regard  to  th* 
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leadership  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  of  the  toilnig  youth 
L thVKtion  of  Y.UL-S  in  all  colonies  and  semicolon  tes. 
The  practical  details  of  establishing  Y.C.L.  a is  not  the  same 

in  all  colonies  and  semi-colonies. 

According  to  the  degree  of  development  the  concrete 
tasks  of  the  Y.C.L.  in  the  different  colonics  and  scmi-colonics 
can  lie  divided  into  two  groups : 

In  advanced  colonies  and  semi -colonies  where  Industry 
and  a proletariat  exist,  the  main  and  immediate  task  of  the 
Y.C.I.  is  the  establishment  of  a Y.C.L.  The  latter  must 
endeavour  to  become  a mass  organisation  and  the  leader  of  the 
toiling  youth,  both  in  the  national  revolutionary,  and  the 
.'ocial  struggle.  In  order  to  gain  and  organise  the  masses 
for  the  Y.C.I,.  the  formation  of  various  parallel  organisations 
ts  also  essential, 

hi  some  cases  the  Y.C.L.  can  organise  a broad  national 
f , , . h 3 ^ fi  organisation,  the  form  and  character 

<«  which  depends  on  the  conditions  of  the  country  and  the 
egree  of  development  of  the  national  revolution,  and  which 
embodies  in  essence  a bloc  of  the  working  and  peasant  yonth. 

eh'  r SC  Ca*cs  h must,  from  the  very  beginning,  direct  its 
e.  il*tei;tion  to  securing  the  leading  role  for  the  young 
workers  and  the  Y.C.L. 

clear  1*!  *ve-  ')achward  colonies  where  capitalism  has  not  yet 
^vlvlded  the  population  into  classes,  and  where  the 

still  in  an  undeveloped  state,  the  tasks  of  the 
* are  as  follows  : 


ot  rallying  of  Communist  elements  and  formation 

v is^conscious  Communist  cadres  or  groups. 


Va  Organisation  of  a wide  mass  movement  of  the  toiling 
ofUt  1 ‘^finite  Communist  leadership,  under  the  banner 
. Evolutionary  liberation  from  the  foreign  imperialist  yoke, 
c*trrying  out  of  the  agrarian  revolution,  the  establishment 
J*  fiance  with  the  proletariat  of  the  capitalist  countries 
j struggle  for  the  economic,  cultural  and  political 

*mands  of  the  youth.  . 

I he  more  the  influence  of  the  Communist  cadres  or 
groups  penetrates  into  the  masses,  and  the  more  they  show 
^ cm  selves  capable  of  consolidating  their  mass  influence 
sooner  will  the  formation  of  a genuine  Young  Communist 
league  l>e  possible  in  these  countries*  The  Y.C.L,  ener- 
getically combat*  the  various  forms  of  inequality  and  slave rv 
women  and  girls  in  the  colonies;  the  sale  of  girls  early 


/. 


Programme  of  the  Y.C.l 

m i rriiige,  prohibition  of  participation  in  social  affairs.  & 

It  does  this  by  drawing  the  girls  into  tlic  general  stnll( 
ami  organisations  of  the  toilers, 

v RJ*0*1!  example  of  the  Chinese  Revolution  and  ef  tit 

heroic  Y.C.L.  of  China  has  borne  out  the  correctness  of  tk 
general  policy  of  the  Y.C.l.  in  the  colonies.  In  spite  d 
extremely  difficult  conditions,  the  Y.C.l,.  of  Cbm  bi 
developed  from  a smalt  semi-student  group  into  a po*rrf: 
proletarian  mass  organisation,  Tt  has  secured  the  UaikrAf 
of  the  Chinese  working  youth  and  has  heroically  W t* 
masses  of  young  toilers  in  the  struggle  against  feudiliw 
imperialism,  and  the  native  bourgeoisie.  It  has  k*  , 
struggle  both  for  the  fundamental  slogans  of  the  ierc'lt!j 
and  for  the  immediate  concrete  demands  and  rcfjuia.-1  - 
of  the  working  and  peasant  youth.  The  most  savag-  . 
could  not  destroy  it.  It  maintained  and  even 

its  positions  under  a regime  of  bourgeois  arc.  

hangmen.  . ^ 

The  development  and  struggle  of  the  Y.C.b.  o ^ 
are  an  i spiring  example  to  the  working  youth  ° 
Indonesia,  and  the  entire  colonial  world. 

The  Communist  Training  of  Workers’  Children 

Communist  educational  work  among  working 
children  j'v  a special  task  of  the  Y.C.L*  inittiiE45 

Tlic  bourgeoisie  does  not  rest  content  with  u tt]i  > 
enormous  number  of  children  ; it  enslaves  them  in  c _ ^ 
too.  Schools  and  all  State  educational  institution^  ^ . i 
by  them  as  instruments  of  bourgeois  class  education- 
supplement  to  this  school  education  tliere  arc  the  . 
reactionary;  and  so-called  ,f  neutral  fi  children 
which  contain  considerable  numbers  of  working  c!as^  ^ ^ 

axe  supported  by  the  bourgeoisie  and  exert  enormous  i 
Social  democratic  children’s  organisations  worte  lT1^lnefn* 
harmony  with  them.  The  churchP  the  press,  yie  j 
etc.*  arc  also  used  as  a means  to  imbue  the  children  . J 

capitalist  ideology-  The  working  cla^  n sets  against  * <c 

education  of  the  bourgeoisie  its  own  revolutionary 
education  of  the  proletarian  children,  . 0f 

In  order  to  assist  this  revolutionary  class  education 
the  grovvin n veneration,  to  SC3  ' 


the  grow  .tig  generation,  to  organise  its  struggle  *S?  a 
exploitation  and  mental  slavery,  to  train  new  fighters  *r*. 
»t-i  midft  who  will  struggle  in  tf,c  ranks  of  the  ComBlun'' 
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movement  for  the  social  revolution  and  the  construction  of 
Communism,  the  Y.C.L.  organises,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  C.P.,  Communist  Children’s  Leagues  (Young  Pioneers). 

There  can  be  no  Communist  education  and  training 
unless  the  Proletarian  children  are  drawn  into  the  struggle 
and  work  of  their  class. 

The  basis  of  the  entire  educational  work  of  the  Communist 
Children  s league  is  the  systematic  drawing  in  of  the  child- 
ren into  the  proletarian  class  struggle,  in  a form  understand- 
able to  the  children,  and  adapted  to  the  interests  of  various 
ages,  as  well  as,  where  possible,  their  attraction  in  certain 
forms  into  the  revolutionary  activity  of  the  Y.C.L.  and  C.f\ 

■ 1 ,c  development  of  a richer  inner  life,  lively  and  diverse 
methods  of  agitation  and  propaganda  adapted  to  child  mentni- 
3,  the  cultivation  of  special  pioneer  methods,  physical 
cu  ore,  sports,  proletarian  cultural  activity,  etc.,  the  Child- 
ly15 5 League  trains  the  coming  Communist  generation, 
-laong  these  training  methods  there  must  be  included  the 
vc  upincjit  oi  the  greatest  possible  self-activity  and  iaitia- 
eVM°a  » 6 *>art,  children,  inside  and  outside  of  the 

fiok*r<fD  S or Sanitations.  The  Communist  Children's  league 
I®  s *°r  the  interests  and  demands  of  the  workers  children. 

, kK*es  against  all  child  exploitation,  militarisation  and 
spoils  and  nationalist  deception,  spread  iii  the  schools.  Its 
n ..  ls  t,°  combat  bourgeois,  and,  in  particular,  religious  and 
In  ‘ ’,n  . st  ai,d  Social-Democratic  children’s  organisations, 
th-  l*lcse  ,asks  before  itself,  it  rallies  and  organises 

e ^V1<lcst  masses  of  rural  and  urban  workers'  children. 

Children's  League  naturally  has  simpler  tasks  than 
(.c  * *C.L.  in  its  educational  work.  Its  social  lusis  must 
Cvi  j e **  wi<Jcr  than  that  of  the  Y.C.L.  The  Communist 
ndren’s  League  is  an  organisation  for  the  Communist 
C(mcation  of  the  children  of  all  toilers. 

The  Communist  Children's  League  works  under  the 

guidance  of  the  Y.C.L.  and  on  the  basis  of  the  general 

leadership  of  the  C.P. 

1 lie  Y.  C.  I.,  provides  the  leading  cadres  for  the  Coin- 
®must  Children's  League,  and  ensures  that  the  necessary 
■,ttPpori  and  help  on  the  part  of  the  adult  workers  is  forth- 
anting.  The  Children’s  League  initiates  its  organisations 
Primarily  where  masses  of  children  work  and  study,  where 
they  .re  most  of  subjected  to  bourgeois  influence  and 
e*ploi  tat  ion , in  schools — school  groups  ; in  factories — factory 
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groups  attached  to  the  Y.C.I*.  groups.  These  schoot  or  litt-  I 
or\  childreaa  groups  constitute  the  organisational  build  I 
the  Communist  Children's  league.  I 

In  its  methods  and  aims  for  the  training  of  the  worktrf  ■ 
children,  the  \.C.  U,  greatly  differs,  therefore,  from  ‘le 
Social-Democrats,  who  "reject”  all  "dragging  in"  of  chiHra 
into  the  class  struggle  and  politics,  who  in  place  of  a ebui 
reu  s organ n itiou  constitute  a guardianship  of  the  childra 
that  stifles  all  self-activity-  The  Social-Democrats,  wiSf 
encouraging  games  and  so-called  4lpurcl>"  cultural"  wort,  s j 
reality  serve  only  to  prepare  submissive  slaves  of  capitals 


1 he  Y.C,L.  and  the  Physical  Training  of  the  \>orkiflg  ^lsl* 


Fhc  Y.C.I,  advocates  the  physical  training  of  the  tot 
ywtf h,  and  of  the  workers  generally t in  their  own 
and  sport  organisations,  and  upon  a class  basis, 
ation  of  workers'  gymnastic  and  sport  organisations  i> c . 
sary  in  order  to  make  the  toilers,  and  especially  the  . 
youth*  physically  capable  of  the  efforts  demanded  hy  ^ 
■tariau  class  struggle,  and  in  order  to  draw  tbena  ^ * 
from  the  bourgeois  gymnastic  and  sport  organisatt^115*^^ 
organisations  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  political  \ ^ , 

bodies,  For  the  bourgeoisie,  as  well  as  for  the  wur'i -8 
they  are  a means  of  strengthening  political  in  fluency • ^ ^ 
auxiliary  means  for  the  carrying  out  of  definite  ^ 


auxiliary  means  lor  tne  carrying  out  or  ^ jr; 

class  struggle*  For  the  Y.CT,  the  workers1  gy^  ^ r 
sport  organisations  arc  one  of  the  most  import 
reach  and  win  over  the  masses  of  the  toiling 

In  no  otljer  labour  organisation  is  the  working  - gj-a* 
strongly  represented  numerically  as  in  the  w ^ : 
r ustic  and  sport  organisations*  The  struggle  * * jprrt 
bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat  for  the  youth  m 
o rganisations,  sharpens  with  the  increase  of  c as's  f 
isms,  The  bourgeoisie  uses  sport  as  one  of  the  111051  d 
atit^  means  of  ideologically  winning  the  working 
wiving  them  military  training,  and  increasing  ^ \lr 


exploitation  (factory  sports,  recess  gymnastics,  iM'l'1:1  (h» 

ill  the  schools).  The  stru«Klc  «Kainst  the  bourgeois^  _ ji;>i 
■iH.rt  movement  is,  simultaneously,  also  a sirugK1*-’  .3R ^ 
the  Si-  iahDcmocracy  which,  hy  its  policy,  assists  1 , 
i sat  ion  of  the  aims  of  the  l>ourV:eoisic  in  the  workers  ^ 
nastie  and  sjvort  movement.  " .. 


'**•  most  important  tn-;W  <,f  ,||c  Vouiik  L'«ni,,B'1 
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League  iu  this  field  is  ; the  ideological  and  organisational 
separation  of  the  workers'  sport  organisations  from  the  bour- 
geois sport  movement*  and  the  creation  of  indci^ndent 
workers'  sport  federations.  For  this  purpose*  the  Y*C*Jv* 
carries  on  fractional  and  disintegrative  work  in  the  bourgeois 
mass  sport  leagues*  in  order  to  induce  the  membership  to 
leave  them  and  join  the  workers*  sport  movement,  hor  the 
same  purpose,  it  also  organises*  where  necessary*  an  opj*o- 
sition  of  working-class  dements*  Within  the  workers*  sport 
movement  the  tasks  of  the  Y.C.L*  are  : to  draw  all  workers 
sport  organisations  into  the  daily  struggles  of  the  working 
class,  ami,  in  particular,  into  the  fight  against  the  war  danger 
and  Fascism;  political  and  inner-organisational  struggle 
against  reformist  leaders  and  policies,  as  also  against  the 
reformist  Lucerne  Sport  International*  through  fractions 
and  oppositions  ; intensive  day-to-day  work  among  the  masses 
r»f  worker  sportsmen,  for  the  unification  on  a revolutionary 
basis t of  the  national  and  international  labour  sport.%  move- 
ment. Support  and  popularisation  of  the  Red  Sport  Inter- 
national and  the  application  of  its  principles,  policies  and 
directives  in  all  workers’  gymnastic  and  sport  organisations  ; 
development  of  the  red  sport  organisations  into  mass  leagues. 

A form  of  physical  culture,  which  is  of  enormous  import- 
ance in  connection  with  the  struggle  again  t Fascism,  and  the 
necessity  of  military  self-training  for  the  working  class,  is 
military  sport.  In  questions  concerning  the  phj’sical  training 
the  youth*  the  Y.C.L.  endeavours  to  bring  about  close 
collaboration  between  the  workers*  sport  organisations  and 
Mich  organisations  as  the  Red  Front  Fighters*  the  Young 
Red  Front,  etc* 

Under  capitalism*  sport  and  gymnastics  arc  a means 
whereby  the  bourgeoisie  can  extern!  its  political  influence* 
preparing  cadres  for  the  imperialist  army*  ami  for  protit- 
dicing.  In  reality  the  mass  of  the  vxorlciog  youth  are,  under 
capitalism,  deprived  of  the  means  and  possibihties  for  genuine 
Physical  culture  and  sport  activity.  1 hia  becomes  poss.be 
Only  under  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  which  curtails 
the  work  i n g da  v of  young  workers . j > rot  eels  t hci  r lira  1th. 
regulates  their  work  in  industry  from  the  standpoint  of  edu- 
cation, imbues  sport  with  a collective  spirit,  and  pi 3 ccs  atits 
disposal  the  vast  means  of  the  proletarian  state.  I he  best 
proof  of  this  is  the  brilliant  development  of  physical  culture 

in  the  Soviet  Union 


The  Struggle  for  the  Youth 

The  Opponents  of  the  Y.C.L's. 

Between  the  working  class  and  the  bourgeoisie  in  iD 
countries  an  uninterrupted  struggle  is  goin^'  on  for  the  i<fc> 
htgical  influencing  of  the  youth.  For  lioth  contending  sida, 
f*.>r  the  old  moribund  capitalist  society,  as  well  as  fee 
the  rapidly  advancing  proletariat,  the  question  of  winmsi 
the  youth  is  vital,  "He  who  has  the  youth,  has  the  future  . 
“He  who  has  the  youth  has  the  army”  ; these  two  stntmcti 
express  the  whole  question  in  a nut- she  IK 

I he  sharper  the  class  antagonisms  and  the  class  stmgg* 
the  greater  the  role  played  by  the  question  tlf* 
the  more  bitter  and  determined  becomes  the  fight  of  the  ^ 
geoisic  for  maintaining  its  spiritual  hold  on  the  youth- 
develops  a deep  rooted  system  for  the  training  of  the  > 
in  a spirit  of  militarism  and  Fascism,  which  begins  ev^ 
during  the  earlyp  school  period,  and  of  which  the  most  in&I^ 
aiu  and  most  dangerous  instruments  are  the  various  ' rS 
i sat  ions  of  the  bourgeois  youth*  t 

Fascism  is  a form  <*f  bourgeois- imperialist  reaction,  ^ 

strives  to  destroy  the  revolutionary  vanguard  of  the  w0  _ ^ 

class,  by  means  of  brutal  terror  and  bloody  attacks 

workers,  at  the  same  time,  resorting  to  social  deniagojp  ^ 

corruption*  Fascism  uses  as  a basis  various  urban  am_  ^ 

petty  bourgeois  elements,  and  also  tries  to  penetrate 

working  class.  It  devotes  particular  attention  to  the 

of  ideologically  corrupting  ami  captivating  the  working  , 

which  it  strives  to  attract  by  means  of  special  nn-  , 

Closely  allied  and  related  to  Fascism,  and  frequently  f°Tt  ^ 

the  common  whole,  arc  sundry  state  and  '"neutral, toTllP 

sor-V  and  11  voluntary organisations  for  the  military  K*l<ll< 
of  the  youth. 

'Hie  Iwurgeoisic  develops  a whole  net  of  special  5,<wth 
orgamimtiona  which  addreat  themselvea  to  ilie  wide  i««96V 
of  loilmK  youth,  and  a^uine  the  most  varied  political  co\fr' 

™ Soc'f1‘P:,c,f,am-  These  ormnlsation*  »JJ 

on  dlffcrcn*  fort,ls  »nd  2S“t»y  themselves  with  all  question1 


Opponents  of  the  YX ,/v  •>' 
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affecting  the  life  of  the  youth,  from  purely  political  demands 
to  the  pursuit  of  sports,  and  the  satisfaction  of  thc  elcmentary 


ilJi  uuiiiVM*  * |"  w w f ^ # t I I J 

cultural  requirements  of  the  youth.  This  manifold  system 
contains  both  military  training  organisations  and  bourgeois 
sport  organisations,  as  well  as  religious  associations  ana 
pacifist  organisations.  Particularly  numerous  are  the  bour- 
geois sport  and  religious  organisations  that  are  maintained 
for  the  young  workers,  and  which  cleverly  conceal  their  anti- 
labour nature  under  the  mask  of  neutrality  or  patriotic  sport 
and  religion*  The  various  bourgeois  and  petty”  bourgeois 
pacifist  organisations,  which  in  reality  merely  conceal  Imperi- 
alism's war  preparations,  and  serve  to  divert  attention  from 
the  real  fight  against  imperialist  war  and  against  the  capitalist 
system^  are  very  dangerous  for  the  toiling  youth. 

In  rural  districts,  various  youth  organisations,  under  the 
guidance  of  big  landowners,  landlords,  and  the  church,  carry 
out  the  work  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

In  the  struggle  for  t lie  youth,  reformist  Social-Demo* 
in  its  various  guises,  plays  the  role  of  an  auxiliary 
l^c  bourgeoisie*  The  Social -Democratic  parties  of 
-i  t .shadings  have  become  the  direct  and  indirect  allies  ot  the 
bourgeoisie  within  the  camp  of  the  proletariat.  They  strive 
|o  save  capitalism  from  its  doom,  and  pursue  the  task  of  hclp- 
Tk  ’ c restoration  and  strengthening  of  capitalist  society. 

Social  -Democratic  parties  under  the  mask  of  Socialism, 
support  the  aims  of  the  imperialist  bourgeoisie  (Sociat-impcri- 
a lsm  \ ^nd  the  strengthening  of  militarism  in  the  different 
countries,  They  resist  by  all  means  the  revolutionary 
®yuRglc  of  the  working  class*  betraying  not  only  the  final 
hut  even  the  elementary  every-day  demands  of  the 
lang  muses.  TW  Social-l  kiuoerat£c  panics  arc,  therefore, 

IlfjUiing  but  bourgeois  ** labour  parties  — labour  parties  only 
v ir  hflg  to  composition  and  name,  but  bourgeois  and  reac- 
°nary  according  to  their  role  ami  substance*  Without  the 
Support  of  the  Social -Democrats,  it  would  be  irmYossible  for 
^pi'Ulism  to  stem  the  onrush  of  the  revolution  which 
threatens  to  swallow  it*  Therefore,  Social- Democratic  reform. 
>wn.  i*  for  the  Young  Communist  League  the  most  immediate 
dangerous  opiKUicnl  among  the  working  youth. 


The  young  Socialist  organisations,  together  with  the 
at- Democratic  parties,  have  completely  finished  the 
process  of  degeneration  into  bourgeois  labour  organisations 
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peace,  and  lliu  coiiHoIidiition  <4  eijiiulm 
t Iub  it  revealed  not  only  in  their  generat  )K»I ilicat 
mt  -iImi  ni  tli-  n iheury,  and  in  their  practical  activity  it 
\i*uih  question*.  The  Social- Du ruocratic  youth  or^mutfou, 
in  comtuon  with  the  Social* Democratic  parties*  constitute  • 
Harrier  which  must  he  removed  from  the  road  to  the  time 
ci  pat  ion  <>f  the  working  youth  > 

A particularly  dangerous  shading  of  Social d>m«titk 
reformism  is  the  ho-i ailed  MI.eft>f  (Centrist)  Sr^hil-peaio* 
cracy,  which  conceals  by  mentis  of  ostensibly  rcvoluii^fj 

flL*ftl#  phrase*!  its  complete  and  actual  agreemem  uilh  Ik 
most  reactionary  Swial-Dentocratic  reforniisnii  ju  bowl 
ity  to  revolution,  'Hie  "Left1*  wing  of  the  Social d>c tit 
thus  serves  only  an  an  instrument  of  more  subtle  dcccptwMi 
the  working  masses;  It*  special  role  is  to  deceive  ni  Wf 
under  the  influence  of  Soci ul -Democracy  O ^ i J u T , 
gcoisic)  those  workers  who  arc  already  on  the  roa<l  t0A'J,jc 
^ «*i m > t l u u i s ni , Tharcforct  this  brand  of  Socisl*!^®^^ 
reformism  in  an  even  more  dangerous  enemy  than  ? 
Opponent  of  Comm utii sviit  or  the  ojk*u  supporters  o 
imperialism . . 

A n a re  h i **  in  and  Syild  i ca  I i h i j i a re  ton  1 ay  <>n  I > * 
brand  of  reformism,  since  they  deny  the  need  for  J^Tji 
tariaii  dictatorship,  a proletarian  party  sod  P 
cent t aI ism  t reject  Uprising*  SI  a form  of  a P 
Htrugglc,  und  fight  Against  the  Soviet  1 nion. 

Social  Democratic  reformism  in  its  more  [>oh tics  |r* 


1 ’ ^ 1 ‘ I 1 IT  I uril  9 HI  111  iin  ^ If  * 

Socialist  youth  organisation t has  not  attained  fltj 

dimensions  among  the  youth  ah  the  So^iahi  c 
parties  among  the  adult  workers,  because  among  j 
workers  then  Is  no  Labour  aristocrat  y in  the  ren 
the  term  Vet  re  form  ism  tries  to  extend  it';  tnfluc'ic1  ,t1 
youth  in  oil  r t outwardly  non^political  forms*  _1 tn*  * t i, 
pose  it  utilises  the  trade  unions  under  reformist  n|j,|if 
the  reformist  gymnastic  and  sport  Organisations,  r<1  r 
clubs,  i u I turn l youth  organ i Hat  ion f;,  etc,  In  till*  n^n 
extend  our-iderable  Influence  over  the  working  youlb-  J 

A struggle  is  taking  place  between  the  react 
the  revolutionary  forces,  foi  the  young  people  in  the  t-  *'  *i 
Tin  bourgeoisie  of  tin*  opprei  *fng  impenatiat  countri**  jj 

well  as  the  landowners,  bourgeoisie  and  religious  miflW**  , 
the  colonies  and  semi-i mIoim'**-  rntlnmnir  to  Attract  thL*  v<l 
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by  mean*  of  various  organisation!,.  An  important  l>art  is 
played  by  the  utilisation  of  religious  doctrines  (C  hristirinity, 
buddhism,  MohammctHcUu  etc.).  The  bourgeoisie  in  ^ the 
colonies  makes  use  of  various  forms  of  national-reformism. 
Examples  of  this  kind  ere  furnished  by  the  teach iiifc*  of 
n Vat 'Sen  and  Gandhi,  which  at  a certain  Mage  played  a 
^finite  j»an  in  the  anti -imperial)  st  movement,  but  to-day,  at 
the  new  stage  of  development,  have  become  a reactionary 
forte.  The  teaching  of  Sun  Yal-scn  conceals  the  division  of 
onset  under  the  hazy  conception  of  "the  jm.*0[>1c,"  and  has 
therefore  become,  at  the  present  stage,  a dangerous  obstacle  to 
the  development  of  the  class  struggle  of  the  working  class  and 
pttunu.  '1  he  teaching  of  Gandhi  is  for  toleration,  non- 
o •i'.t.ince  towards  the  oppressors,  the  denial  of  the  class 
*.ruf>n]i  ,t[)C  return  to  reactionary  economic  and  social  forms, 
•no  is  therefore  directed  against  the  revolutionary  struggle 
"I  the  toiling  masses. 

1 he  V.C.L.  wages  an  energetic  struggle  against  all  the 
_ lurgco!*  youth  organisations  and  associations.  This  fight 
tr.il*  i ^ connected  with  the  common  struggle  of  the 
the  ,1”^  c as,s.nnd  the  CJ*.  against  the  bourgeois  parties,  and 
Vfitiii,  Ur^tr,1.s,c  ,’n  Kcneral,  which  forms  and  supports  these 
Volin.  OIT:\ms<lbon8'  The  Y.C.I,.  endeavours  to  win  over  the 
cUx*  Uorkcra  who  are  in  these  organisations  for  the  working 
‘ a , *'*  Kct  them  to  join  the  proletarian  class  orgatii*- 
on.nn,nn.<-  1 ,c  The  Y C.I„.  in  alliance  with  the  other 

Kii«l  t*.  atK*n*  *he  working  class  (above  all,  the  Red  Front 

lll<  V.aing  Red  Front),  fights  with  parth-ular 

’’  Uions”  lt,°n’  a'K^  means,  against  the  Fo  ic!-  t *>rgan- 

I)  y sets  itself  the  task  of  eliminating  Social- 

'■■’"'erutic.  Syndicalist  and  Anarchist  influence",  over  the 

>f*Uth. 

of|Thi  Y.C.L.  endeavours  to  lead  the  unorganised  masses 
’ young  workers,  along  with  those  who  are  misled  by  the 
,UrKC0lsic  and  the  Social- Democrats,  on  to  the  path  of  class 


r')Kfclc.  it  endeavours  to  unite  all  y*>ung  workers  upon  the 
I*?*'*  f,f  Communism,  The  reformist  and  Centrist  Social- 
, cmwrntic  youth  leagues . in  particular  i.itue  the  war,  have 

■ ,'«‘rtcd  the  only  revolutionary  Youth  Intrnational  and 
J'Trned  n rival  organisation,  a no-cnlted  "International"  which 
1 ■ only  nn  organisation  of  disrupters.  They  split  the  voting 
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workers,  whilst  at  the  same  time  demagogically  pret«nh{ 
to  be  in  favour  of  “unity.”  In  this  way  they  dtmenstrjid 
that  the  expulsion  of  the  Social* Democratic  youth  Inltn 
from  the  proletarian  youth  movement  was  inevitable.  Orp:- 
national  anti  political  unity  (i.e.  amalgamation)  betwm  i? 

\ -C.L.'s  and  the  Young  Socialist  organisations  is  imp>s«V 
because  the  latter  are  affiliated  to,  follow  the  policies  oi,  t ■ 
Social -Democratic  parties,  which  are  essentially  bourse 1 
parties. 

Unity  among  all  young  workers  is  possible,  anil  wiflj* 
accomplished,  only  on  the  platform  of  the  Comintern  andn 

Y.C.I. 

Whilst  the  Y.C-L.  wages  a struggle  against  the  ctitsf 
organisations  as  such,  it  nevertheless  endeavours  to  ge  -j 
working  class  members  of  these  organisations  t'»  PartulP-; 
in  the  struggle  for  the  demands  of  the  working  you ■ . 
generally  to  gain  the  allegiance  of  the  working  w*®. 
m the  different  organisations,  as  well  as  those  who  ,| 
no  party.  The  Y.C  L considers  the  struggle  lor  tnc  p-.- 
tarian  united  front  of  the  masses  of  the  young  w0  "'jjyt 
the  tactics  of  the  united  front,  as  one  of  the  inos  _ 
means  during  the  revolutionary  period  for  the  win, 
mobilisation  of  the  young  workers,  and  for  cvpoj>  ^ 
reformist  leaders  as  opponents  of  the  united  iron  , 

struggling  masses.  f h barbed 

In  spite  of  all  frontiers  and  barriers,  in  spite  ° * ^ Lf^fuiEr 
wire  fences  erected  by  the  imperialists  and  their  ^ 

lackeys,  the  working  youth  of  all  countries  forms 
army  under  the  leadership  of  the  Y.C.I.  u(tJt 

The  revolutionary  youth  lias,  till  now,  been  * * a» 
and  brightest  flame  of  the  revolution ; it  will  jot;oo. 
inextinguishable  flame  in  the  world  proletarian  r Bjjt 
Marching  with  the  Y.C.I.  in  the  ranks  of  the  C*>n 
International,  the  toiling  youth  of  all  countries 

achievement  of  its  great  aim  : ofy 

1 he  overthrow  of  world  capitalism  1 The  vict^r>  0 JJJtj-J 
-ommunism ! The  complete  emancipation  of  the 
youth  from  the  slavery  of  to-day  I 

u .Wc  **VC  thc  8lruRglv!  Against  a world  °{  ho"'if 

SSie™?***”* * A<ta,nst  thosp  who  have  betrayed  0 


O(>p0Htnis  of  thts  Y.C.I*  * £ 

No  executioners,  extraordinary  tribunals  or  gallows  < m 
stifle  our  challenge.  Our  deeds  and  sacrifices  will  silence 
both  the  murderers  and  those  who  sneer  at 

The  iron  course  of  history,  our  scientific  foresight  of 
the  future,  our  Communist  consciousness,  the  enthusiasm 
tod  daring  determination  of  our  youthful  hearts  ensure  our 
ultimate  victory. 

Young  workers ! Young  toilers  of  ull  countries ! 

Close  the  ranks  ! 

Unite  under  the  red  banner  of  the  Young  Conwnuuist 

International ! 


